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Item 25 - Health condition on the occupied Palestinian territory
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Mr.President,

At dawn on Saturday, 15 May, Israeli air strikes on civilian homes in the Gaza
Strip killed 10 members of Abu Hatab family, two women and eight children, the
only survivor of the bombing was a five-month-old baby. This tragic crime
constituted one of 12 other massacres committed by Israel during its recent
barbaric aggression on the Gaza Strip, which killed 257 Palestinians, including 66
children, and left more than 8,500 others with various injuries. In parallel with
these deliberate attacks against civilians, the Israeli bombing destroyed 30 medical
facilities, including the only central laboratory for Corona tests, disrupted the
ability of hospitals to operate at full capacity and obstructed the movement of
ambulances as a result of targeting the main roads. These figures show the nature
of the crimes committed by the Israeli occupation and the size of the human
tragedy caused by its aggressive practices, and confirm the importance of
providing protection to the Palestinian people, and the need for mobilization of
international support to the Palestinian health sector, which is already exhausted as
a result of the policies and practices of the Israeli occupation authorities and their
suffocating siege of the Gaza Strip

In the occupied Syrian Golan, systematic discriminatory policies imposed by the
Israeli occupation authorities on the Syrian citizens, and its practices to change the
geographical and demographic character and impose its occupation through the
confiscation of lands, displacement of their Syrian owners, and deprivation of
water resources for the benefit of settlement activity, and the laying of mines in
agricultural areas and the vicinity of populated areas, impede the realization of
their right to health and constitute violations of Israeli legal obligations as an
occupying power, and violations of the principles of the Constitution of the World
Health Organization regarding the fundamental right of peoples and individuals to
enjoy health without discrimination, and the importance of the health of all peoples
in achieving peace and security, and cooperation to achieve this goal.

After reviewing the Director General's report, Syria expresses its surprise that the
organization continues to marginalize the issue of health conditions in the occupied
Syrian Golan in its reports, shies away from the provision of health assistance to
the Syrians under occupation, and evades the implementation of the decisions of
the World Health Assembly that require it to submit its reports based on
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assesement and monitoring conducted by WHO experts instead of keeping those
reports hostage to the conditionality and manipulation by the Israeli occupation
authorities. The unilateral adoption in the DG report of the Israeli logic and
rhetoric based on its illegal decision to impose its laws, legal jurisdiction and
administration on the occupied Syrian Golan in violation of Security Council
Resolution 497 (1981) which rejected the aforementioned decision and considered
it null and void and without any international legal effect, is an illegal and
unacceptable approach. The Golan is an occupied Syrian land, and the WHO may
not ignore its legal status or deal with it in its reports as part of the occupation
entity. In this regard, we have taken note of the clarifications provided today by
Assistant Director General Fall and express our hope that they would rectify the
mistakes in the current report.

Finally, the assertion that the current decision on health conditions in the occupied
Arab Territories politicizes the work of WHO is a sheer Israeli misleading
propaganda negated by Israeli practices on the ground. The draft decision is a
technical text that addresses WHO mandate and reconfirms that the international
community is determined to provide protection and health care to the Palestinian
People and the Syrians in the Occupied Golan and refuses to award the Israeli
occupier for its intransigence in preventing WHO from delivering its mandate in
conformity with its Constitution and relevant WHA Decisions.



