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GENERAL STATEMENT 

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

SEVENTY-FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBY 

 (24 May-1 June 2021) 

 

President, 

The DPR Korea delegation takes this opportunity to congratulate you for 

your election as the President of the 74
th

 WHA and would like to highly 

appreciate Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of WHO and 

the Secretariat for their active efforts to overcome this global health emergency. 

And at the same time, we would like to pay our respects to the health 

workers who are devoting themselves entirely to save the life of the people even 

at this very moment. 

Today, the world is facing an all-out war against the virus that is never 

known in history. 

This terrible pandemic status has taken away the lives of more than 3.4 

millions of people by lasting more than a year. And the valuable lesson from this 

has convinced the whole world once again for the importance of WHO and the 

accountability of every government from all the countries for the lives of their 

people as well as the necessity of the entire global cooperation.   

Public health is an important work in protecting and promoting the health 

of the people and it is the eternal state policy of our government to make 

constant progresses in the popular health system. 

For the last 70 years, from 1950s, when the free medical care system has 

been enforced during the period of the severe life-and-death war decisive to the 

destiny of the country, everyone in our country is enjoying the benefit of 

advanced and superior public health system in the treatment of the diseases free 

of charge with no worries for the fees. 

Comrade KIM JONG UN, President of the State Affairs of the DPR Korea 

has personally attended the ground–breaking ceremony and took the first spade 

at the Pyongyang General Hospital last year. It is under the construction at the 

best place in Pyongyang and at the same time, the preparation for its operation is 

pushed ahead. 

It is the firm will of the our government to restore the materialistic and 

technical basis in the health sector and bring up the main health indicators as the 
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average life expectancy and the rate of prevention of the communicable diseases 

to the advanced level of the world till 2025, during the period of the new 5-year-

plan. 

Amid the global situation when the transmission of this vicious virus is 

growing serious day by day along with the prolongation of the emergency and 

anti-epidemic work, all our people has rose as one and further waging the 

emergency and anti-epidemic work to defend the health and wellbeing of 

themselves and their children and the safety of the country under the wise 

leadership of Respected Comrade KIM JONG UN. 

President, 

The DPR Korea government is extending our support and encouragement 

to WHO, who is standing the all-out struggle with this pandemic disease and 

regard as it that WHO, as the international organization responsible for the 

world health, should surely take a leading role in overcoming this crisis at the 

earliest. 

First of all, WHO should lay down a legal framework, strategy and 

concrete milestones for the complete stamping out of COVID-19. 

In order to end this pandemic disease on a worldwide scale, it is necessary 

for WHO to map out and complete global strategy and concrete standard 

behavior together with IHR. Not only that, but also it is necessary for all the 

countries to exchange their best experiences and lessons learnt and encourage to 

strive jointly work in united efforts and wisdom by not leaving to the mercy of 

spontaneity. 

Also, WHO should make an effort for a thorough consideration in the 

moral and ethical phase of the health work to save the human life and for a 

removal of the global inequality. 

The development of COVID-19 vaccines and medicines might be the 

achievement for the common mankind whereas an unfair reality is to be seen 

that some countries are procuring and storing the vaccines more than its needs 

by inspiring the vaccine nationalism plainly when other countries can’t even 

procure it with their affordability. 

Engaged in the national egoism with the vaccine and making bottleneck for 

the mass production of it by seeking only for the profit insisting the protection of 

the research and development and the intellectual property is an unfavorable act 

against morality interested in the benefit indifferent to other’s sacrifice and 

disaster. And this cannot be justified in any circumstances. 
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Following the Alma-Ata Declaration 40 years ago, affirming that health is 

not a privilege but an elementary human right, WHO should not dampened by 

any social and economic conditions but devote in the effort to build a fair world 

where everyone has no worries for the treatment of diseases without any 

discrimination. 

The DPR Korea government, regarding people-first principle as its noble 

political ideology, will be loyal to one’s responsibility and obligation for the 

protection and promotion of the health of the people and their wellbeing 

regardless of the advantages and disadvantages of the conditions and make an 

active contribution to the construction of the righteous and fair world health 

system. 

Thank you. 


