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Statement by Ambassador Hussam E. Aala
Permanent Representative to UNOG and
other international organizations in Geneva
WHA resumed 73rd Session
Committee /B/ Item 17 "Health conditions in
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian
Golan"
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Mr. President,

The Israeli occupation restrictive and discriminatory practices in
the occupied Syrian Golan detrimentally affect the living and
health conditions of its Syrian population, undermine their ability
to access or afford health care services, and prevent them from
completing education in Syrian medical schools or from
returning back to work in the occupied Golan. The spread of
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mines in and around the occupied Syrian villages and the
dumping of toxic waste seriously threaten the lives and health of
the population, especially children. The occupying power must
be obligated to allow WHO to periodically access the occupied
Syrian Golan to assess the health situation of its population and
examine health conditions of detainees in occupation prisons.
We call on WHO to contribute to enabling the Syrian population
under occupation by mobilizing international support to build an
integrated hospital run by Syrian doctors from the occupied
Golan, establish centers specialized in rehabilitation and mental
health, support emergency services by Syrian NGOs, and stop
Israeli discriminatory policies that violate the right of the Syrian
population to water and sanitation.

WHA decisions on “health conditions in the occupied
Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the
occupied Syrian Golan” should be implemented without
restrictions or conditions by the occupying power. Preventing
the Organization from conducting field assessment in the
occupied Syrian Golan remains a violation of legal obligations
of Israel, the occupying power, which should be addressed in
WHO reports as an obstacle preventing the Organization from
implementing  WHA decisions, rather than a pretext to
marginalize the issue of health situation in the occupied Syrian
Golan or avoid making recommendations thereon.

We thank the Director General for his report contained in
document A73/15 and for his efforts to improve health situation
in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem,
which remain alarming due to Israeli violations of basic rights of
Palestinians. We are particularly concerned over the
deteriorating humanitarian situation in Gaza Strip after 12 years
of inhuman blockade which is undermining its fragile heath
sector. As for the occupied Syrian Golan, we stress that health
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assessment goes beyond simple access to health services, and
that concerned parties should be fully consulted by WHO before
reporting. To this end, the Syrian Government should be
consulted and its concerns resulting from illegal Israeli practices
in the occupied Golan should be duly taken into account. We
note that the DG report is based on outdated and inaccurate
information on current health conditions and needs, particularly
in light of Covid19 pandemic. This calls for underlining that
WHA decision 72(8) requested the Organization to make
recommendations based on field monitoring, rather than
conclusions that are questionable in the accuracy and reliability
of their sources. We reiterate that reports should take into
account the legal status of the Golan as an occupied Territory
and the legal obligations of the occupying power, as well as SC
resolution 497 (1981) which considers the Israeli decision to
impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration in the occupied
Syrian Golan null and void.



