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Thank you, Chair.

The Philippines welcomes the adoption of the “Global Strategy for TB Research and Innovation”, an
important tool in focusing efforts towards investments into research and innovation into the
development of affordable, effective, efficient and equitable interventions to ending tuberculosis.

We strongly support the formation and strengthening of tuberculosis research networks in collaboration
with national tuberculosis programs, relevant international organizations, and non-state actors. Such
will also serve as the interface for learning from each other’s experiences.

However, we would like to emphasize that it is equally critical to ensure that parallel efforts are initiated.
These includes putting in place mechanisms for achieving balance between confidentiality of
information and sharing of data, information and materials. Moreover, an inclusive process must be
ensured at all times; wherein all key stakeholders are given the opportunity to partake in all stages of
the research process -- from planning, implementation to dissemination. We advocate for research
designs in which active participation of the people and communities most affected by TB, to have
ownership of processes and results.

COVID-19 has added significant burden to our already strained health systems. In this regard,
prioritizing strategies, innovation and research into interventions that limit disruptions to the provision
of TB services, amidst the current context, would also be useful.

We affirm our commitment to the global strategy and look forward to active engagement through
affiliations in tuberculosis research networks, among others.

Thank you.




