ZAMBIA STATEMENT ON AGENDA ITEM EB158/7: FOLLOW UP TO THE POLITICAL
DECLARATION OF THE HIGH-LEVEL MEETING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON THE
PRVENTION AND CONTROL OF NCDS AND MENTAL HEALTH

1. Thank you Chair.

2. Zambia aligns with the Statement delivered Comoros on behalf of the
African Group.

3. We note the progress on NCD prevention and control and the decline
in NCD mortality since 2002, however, we also note with great concern,
the increasing burden of mental health as demonstrated by high global
prevalence of mental disorders, increased suicide mortality, impact on
adolescents and the significant productivity losses.

4. Zambia commends WHO and AFRO for providing assistance for regional
members to develop policies and strategic plans that address social
determinants of mental health thereby improving mental well-being of
individuals.

5. We request WHO to urgently address the impact of social media and
extensive use of technology among adolescents and young people by
ensuring that the recently published “Guidance on Mental Health for
Children and Young People” is fully implemented by Member States.
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