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Egypt’s Intervention on

“Global roadmap on defeating meningitis by 2030”

The roadmap on defeating meningitis by 2030 is a pioneering global strategy and is

considered an essential component of achieving universal health coverage.

Egypt has made significant progress in implementing the activities of the National
Action Plan in line with the global roadmap and with the recommendations of the

WHO.

At the national level in Egypt, there have been no outbreaks of epidemic meningitis
since 1989, and the Ministry of Health succeeded in reducing the incidence rate to
0.02 per 100,000 people, noting that the epidemiological threshold for epidemic

meningitis is 5 cases per 100,000 people.

Egypt seeks to prevent and control epidemics by achieving a high coverage rate of
vaccination against the disease, and accordingly the Ministry of Health has
succeeded in maintaining a high rate of coverage with vaccines against Neisseria
meningitidis, pneumococcus, and Haemophilus influenzae type b, as the Ministry

of Health has:

e Inserted the vaccination against the bacterial Haemophilus influenzae type
b, which is one of the causes of meningitis, especially in children under five
years, within the national program for routine immunizations in Egypt for
children at the age of (2, 4, 6) months since February 2014.

e Provided more than 6.8 million doses annually of the meningococcal
polysaccharide vaccine (groups A and C) to vaccinate schoolchildren at the

first grade of each educational stage.



e |n 2007, the vaccination policy was amended in Egypt, where approximately
600,000 doses are provided annually of the Meningococcal Quadrivalent
Conjugate Vaccines (Groups A,C,Y,W-135) for gatherings such as pilgrims,
military camps, police, Correctional Rehabilitation Center, and travelers to

endemic areas.

In order to ensure early detection and a more effective response to meningitis
outbreaks, the acute infectious nervous diseases are monitored through the
routine national surveillance system in all health facilities nationwide, and the
sentinel surveillance system in selected geographically distributed hospitals
representing all regions of Egypt. Chemical prophylaxis with antibiotics is used for
contacts of cases with epidemic Neisseria meningitis to prevent the spread of the

disease.

We also support and care for patients with meningitis by raising awareness among
health care providers and the public for early diagnosis and treatment, thus

improving subsequent effects and providing support, including rehabilitation.

Finally, | would like to express our full commitment to the Global Action Plan and
the necessity of joint efforts by Member States, partners and donors towards a

world free of meninagitis.



