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Egypt’s intervention on “Climate Change and Health”

Climate change stands as one of the most pressing challenges of our time, not only for
Egypt but for the entire world. Recognizing its significance, Egypt has placed utmost
importance on resilient healthcare system that can withstand the impacts of climate
change while maintaining sustainability.

To achieve this goal, Egypt developed its first national strategy for climate change
adaptation and disaster risk reduction in 2011. Furthermore, in 2018, Egypt issued a low-
emission development strategy that aligns with the Sustainable Development Strategy,
Egypt Vision 2030. The strategy reflected Egypt's vision in the climate file and supported
efforts, scientific research, and solutions that contribute to mitigating and adapting to
climate change.

Egypt has also paid great attention to the health impacts associated with climate change,
including monitoring emerging climate-sensitive diseases, responding to various health
emergencies, raising awareness and preparedness during periods of increased heat
stress, monitoring water, air, and food quality, combating disease vectors, and supporting
multi-sectoral cooperation in environmental health and mitigating the impact of safe
disposal of hazardous medical waste and the optimal way to utilize resources through
recycling.

In the context of Egypt’s interest in building climate change resilient health systems, a
pilot study was conducted for health facilities in 6 governorates in diverse climatic regions
to assess the current status of health care facilities and identify the requirements
necessary for these facilities to become resilient. This is to ensure the continuity and
effectiveness of sustainable healthcare for the target population and protect the health
and well-being of future generations. This assessment will be expanded at the national

level to include all health facilities at risk from climate change.




With the increasing risks posed by climate change to human, animal, plant, and
environmental health as well as all aspects related to health, Egypt launched the National
One Health Strategic Framework (2023-2027) which is a joint roadmap for One Health
between the ministries of (Health and Population, Agriculture and Land Reclamation, and
Environment), in cooperation with the World Health Organization and the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ) in Egypt.

Egypt also launched the “Green Hospitals” initiative, which is considered a step towards
promoting sustainable development in the healthcare sector by transforming healthcare
facilities into environmentally friendly and energy-efficient buildings. Several hospitals
have been certified as green hospitals with a gold certificate for environmental

excellence.

Based on the Ministry of Health and Population's role in achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals and the National Climate Change Strategy Goals, we have launched

the Strategic Framework for Health Adaptation to Climate Change 2024-2030.

This strategic framework highlights Egypt's commitment to the recommendations of the
26th, 27th, and 28th Conferences of the Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (COP), which aims to enhance the health sector's
resilience in addressing climate change threats to citizens' health and healthcare facilities,

enabling effective prediction, response, and adaptation.

Over the past year, in March, we conducted awareness-raising activities for the directors
of preventive medicine departments in all governorates on the health impacts of climate

change.




Additionally, in May, the Ministry of Health and population invited the Ministries of
Environment, Housing, Utilities, and Urban Communities, along with the National

Research Center, to collaborate on developing training materials about climate change.

Also, in June, a Training of Trainers (TOT) program was implemented, involving
participants from all governorates, focusing on climate change and its health impacts.

After that, over 25,000 healthcare workers across various governorates were trained.

Finally, we face a major challenge that requires the concerted efforts of all international
and local efforts to combat climate change and ensure the sustainability of healthcare

services provided.




