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STATUS OF COLLECTION 

1. In order that WHO may deliver the approved programme budget in full, contributions from 
Member States must be received in full and on time. All Member States are required under Financial 
Regulation 6.4 to pay their contribution as of 1 January of the year in which it is due.  

2. As reported to the 117th Executive Board in January 2006, the rate of collection for 2005 was 
90%, being the same as that for 2004; contributions were received in full from 128 of the 
194 Members and Associate Members.1 

3. Unpaid contributions as at 31 December 2005 amounted to US$ 82 million, with a further 
US$ 58 million due under special arrangements authorized by the Health Assembly, payable in the 
future, under instalment schemes. Details of payments made to date are shown at Annex 1. 

MEMBERS IN ARREARS AND SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

4. Article 7 of the Constitution states that “If a Member fails to meet its financial obligations to the 
Organization … the Health Assembly may … suspend the voting privileges ... to which a Member is 
entitled.” If at the time of the opening of the Health Assembly, a Member is in arrears in an amount 
that equals or exceeds the amount of contributions due from it for the preceding two full years, the 
Health Assembly takes a decision on suspension of the Member’s voting privileges in accordance with 
resolution WHA41.7. 

5. In accordance with previous Health Assembly resolutions, the voting privileges of the 
15 Member States as listed in Annex 2, have been suspended (Afghanistan, Antigua and Barbuda, 
Argentina, Armenia, Central African Republic, Comoros, Dominican Republic, Guinea-Bissau, 
                                                      

1 See document EB117/19. 
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Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Nauru, Niger, Somalia, Suriname and Turkmenistan). The suspension is to 
continue at the Fifty-ninth and subsequent Health Assemblies until the arrears have been reduced to a 
level below the amount which would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution. 

6. In accordance with resolution WHA58.7, Uruguay’s voting privileges will be suspended at the 
Fifty-ninth World Health Assembly until the arrears have been reduced to a level below the amount 
that would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution. 

7. Seven other Members (Belarus, Bolivia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Dominica, 
Gambia, Papua New Guinea and Peru), are in arrears in the payment of their contributions in amounts 
which equal or exceed the amounts due from them for the preceding two full years, as listed in 
Annex 2.  

8. Pursuant to resolution WHA41.7, unless there are exceptional circumstances justifying a 
different measure, the Fifty-ninth World Health Assembly may wish to adopt a resolution deciding 
that the voting privileges of these Members will be suspended as from the opening day of the Sixtieth 
World Health Assembly in May 2007, if at that time the Members concerned are still in arrears to the 
extent referred to in paragraph 7 above. 

9. Member States in arrears of payment to an extent that they are concerned by Article 7 of the 
Constitution are encouraged to submit proposals to the Health Assembly to repay such arrears over an 
extended period. Such proposals for special arrangements are considered by the Programme, Budget 
and Administration Committee of the Executive Board, which subsequently makes its 
recommendations to the Health Assembly. Five proposals for special arrangements have been received 
for consideration by this Committee. 

10. In considering these proposals the Programme, Budget and Administration Committee may 
wish to refer to the provisions of resolution WHA54.6 in respect of requests for special arrangements 
for the settlement of arrears of assessed contributions, in particular the requirement that these requests 
should include the total amount due, the period over which payment is proposed, and a minimum 
amount to be paid each year. In all five cases, the proposals that have been received address all these 
requirements. The Committee may also wish to recall the conclusion reached in recent meetings in 
respect of similar proposals from other Member States that commitments should be made by the 
requesting Member, outlining the number of years over which full payment would be made. Such 
commitments have been made by five Member States, as outlined in paragraphs 11 to 15 below. 

11. Afghanistan has made a proposal in respect of the arrears owed for assessed contributions, 
which total US$ 306 665.1 Afghanistan has made a commitment to repay its arrears in full over a 
14-year period in accordance with the schedule outlined at Annex 3; this proposal includes payment of 
a first instalment of US$ 83 095 by the end of April 2006. In exchange for this commitment, 
Afghanistan asks the Health Assembly to consider restoring its voting privileges, which are currently 
suspended in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution. 

12. Armenia has requested that its outstanding arrears, which total US$ 2 446 150, should be repaid 
in instalments over a period of 18 years.2 Payments will be made as indicated in the progressive 

                                                      
1 See Annex 3. 
2 See Annex 4. 
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payment plan submitted by Armenia in its letter to the Director-General. In addition to these amounts, 
Armenia will pay its annual contribution, currently US$ 8930. In return for this commitment, Armenia 
requests that its voting privileges, currently suspended under Article 7 of the Constitution, should be 
restored.  

13. A proposal has also been received from the Central African Republic in respect of its arrears 
for assessed contributions, which total US$ 164 841.1 The Central African Republic has made a 
commitment to repay its arrears in full over a five-year period in equal instalments as indicated in the 
schedule attached at Annex 5. In return for this commitment, the Central African Republic requests the 
Health Assembly to restore its voting privileges, currently suspended in accordance with the provision 
of Article 7 of the Constitution. 

14. A proposal was received from the Dominican Republic in May 2005, under which it proposed 
to repay in full outstanding assessed contributions, which totalled US$ 1 288 322, over a period of 
15 years.2 Since then the Dominican Republic has made a payment of US$ 268 750, thereby reducing 
the arrears outstanding to US$ 1 019 572. The Dominican Republic asks the Health Assembly to 
consider restoring its voting privileges, which are currently suspended in accordance with Article 7 of 
the Constitution. 

15. A proposal has been received from Turkmenistan, in respect of its arrears for assessed 
contributions, which total US$ 1 259 014.3 Turkmenistan has committed to repay its arrears in full 
over a 10-year period in equal instalments as outlined in the schedule in Annex 7. In return for this 
commitment, Turkmenistan asks that the Health Assembly consider restoring its voting privileges, 
which are currently suspended in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution. 

ACTION BY THE PROGRAMME, BUDGET AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

16. No action is required by the Committee in respect of those Members whose voting privileges 
have already been suspended under previous Health Assembly resolutions, or of those Members which 
may lose their voting privileges as from 19 May 2006 under resolution WHA58.7 (if by that time these 
Members are still in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which justifies invoking 
Article 7 of the Constitution).  

17. The Committee may wish to draft a resolution in accordance with the principles stated in 
resolution WHA41.7, for consideration by the Fifty-ninth World Health Assembly in respect of 
Belarus, Bolivia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Dominica, Gambia, Papua New Guinea and 
Peru. 

18. The Committee may wish to make recommendations to the Health Assembly in respect of the 
proposals received from Afghanistan, Armenia, Central African Republic, Dominican Republic and 
Turkmenistan. 

                                                      
1 See Annex 5. 
2 See Annex 6. 
3 See Annex 7. 




































