
Member State Information Session
Health aspects of the proposed treaty to end plastic pollution 
1 November 2024 



Moderator; Ms Kathryn 
Robertson, WHO HQ 

1 Opening & Welcome Dr Maria Neira, Director, Environmental Health 
and Climate Change, WHO HQ

2 State of Play – Negotiations of 
Plastic Treaty 

Ms Marianne Bolshakova, Secretariat of the 
INC, UNEP

3 Health aspects of the Plastics 
Treaty 

Ms Andrea Zbinden & Ms Damaris Carnal, 
Government of Switzerland

4 Commentary from WHO Ms. Lesley Onyon, Unit Head, Chemicals 
Safety, WHO HQ

5 Commentary from Health Care 
Without Harm (HCWH) 

Mr. Rico Euripidou, HCWH

6 Commentary from International 
Pollutants Elimination Network 
(IPEN) 

Mr. Vito Buonsante, IPEN
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Session outline 



State of Play 
of INC  
negotiations 
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UNEA 5.2 Landmark Resolution 
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United Nations Environment 
Assembly 
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Health aspects 
of the 
proposed 
treaty 
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 Geneva, the center of the chemicals and waste governance
and the hub for international governance on pollution

 Informal Issues Paper on plastic pollution and health, 
developed by Switzerland together with Ethiopia, Georgia 
and Ghana as well as the WHO and other stakeholders to 
inform INC negotiations on health issues

 The goal = health protective treaty to end plastic pollution 
at INC-5
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Informal Issues Document on health 
aspects of the plastics treaty



 Limited health perspective so far during negotiations

 Importance of strengthening the environment/health nexus

 Engagement of Health Ministries and the Health Sector

 Key role for WHO

 Plastic crisis as a health crisis
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Ensuring a health approach in the 
plastics treaty



 Clear objective

 Reduction of the overall production of primary plastic polymers

 Achieving non-toxic plastic materials addressing plastic products, 
chemicals of concern in plastic products and product design: plastic 
products placed on the market should be non-toxic (including plastic products 
with recycled content); elimination of chemicals of concern; phasing out of 
intentionally added microplastics)

 No blanket exemptions for the health sector 

 Gradual strengthening

 Transparency and labelling

 Disclosure requirements

 Collaboration
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Essential elements to achieve a 
health protective plastics treaty



Commentary 
from WHO 
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World Health Assembly 
Resolution WHA76.17 (2023)
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• Concerned that the production, consumption and disposal of 
plastic products, including microplastics and related chemicals, 
which can be released to the environment, may potentially impact 
human, plant and animal health as well as the environment, 
directly or indirectly 

• MS to support WHO in scaling up work on plastics and health to 
enable better information of the potential human health impacts 
associated with plastic, including plastic pollution, with the aim of 
strengthening the public health aspects, including under the work 
of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) to develop 
an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution; 

• WHO to continue to provide technical support to countries  ….to 
build capacity to conduct science-based assessments and research, 
including on the association of pollution from plastics, including 
microplastics, 
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Key guiding principles of WHOs 
position on proposed plastics 
treaty 

1) That pursuing the highest attainable standard of human and environmental 
health should be a core objective of the treaty.

2) The need to address potential health risks and exposures associated with 
plastic polymers, chemicals and additives, microplastics and nano plastics at all 
stages of the plastics lifecycle.

3) Ensuring access to safe and effective health products that are of good quality 
and are affordable, accessible and appropriate to those that need them, is a 
core public health objective. 



 The health sector represents 10% of the 
global economy. 

 5 % of global GHG emissions, of which 

 70 % of the health sector emissions come 
from the supply chain. 

 Plastics comprise 30% of all healthcare 
wastes  (70% in some settings)

 The production, packaging, 
transportation, use, and disposal of 
medical  products is a major contributor 
not only to climate change, but also to 
chemical contamination, resource 
depletion, biodiversity loss, antimicrobial 
resistance, and air and water pollution.

 First Do No Harm – no general 
exemptions 
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Healthcare – sectoral 
considerations



Make full use of existing 
initiatives

 
COP26/27/28 Presidency Health 

initiatives
82 Countries committed 
• Strengthen health resilience to climate risks
• Build climate resilient, low carbon health systems

ATACH brings together
Countries, agencies, technical experts, UN Agencies, MDBs, NGOs

to support delivery through:
Advocacy, technical support, knowledge sharing, monitoring & 
access to finance

Co

Convened by the UK, Egypt and UAE as COP Presidents

ATACH Working Groups Chairs

Climate Resilience Ivory Coast and Health 
Canada

Low Carbon sustainable health 
systems

Lao PDR and HCWH

Supply-chains Bangladesh and NHS 
England

Finance Germany and World Bank

Nutrition and Climate Action (I-CAN) GAIN and Egypt
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10th Session of the Conference of the Parties to the 
WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 
(WHO FCTC), Panama City, February 2024
• Adopted a landmark decision emphasizing the need to align efforts to 

combat plastic pollution with tobacco control objectives
• The tobacco industry’s toxic plastics, primarily in the form of cigarette 

filters and disposable vapes, pose significant environmental and public 
health risks

• The decision identified key areas for policy coherence such as tobacco 
industry liability, extended producer responsibility, classification of 
tobacco plastics as hazardous waste, regulatory options (such as banning 
cigarette filters), and protection of tobacco-related environmental 
policies against the commercial and vested interests of the tobacco 
industry. A report for COP11 will be prepared. 

• The decision urged Parties to coordinate their efforts to address plastic 
waste of tobacco products and related electronic devices with the 
objectives of the WHO FCTC in relation to national policies and 
international treaties and fora dealing with plastics and hazardous 
waste, as appropriate.

The treaty needs to be guided by the WHO FCTC and the COP10 decision to 
ensure greater synergies between the future international instrument 
against plastic pollution and the objectives of the WHO FCTC

PROBLEMATIC PRODUCTS 
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Commentary 
from HCWH
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Plastic Pollution 
and the Health 
Sector
Rico Euripidou
Health Care Without Harm – Head of 
Delegation to Plastics INC 5
groundWork, South Africa 



Hospital plastic waste as percentage of total waste in select hospitals in South 
Asia and South Africa  
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Plastics are indispensable and ubiquitous in health care

We urge an ambitious and just Plastics Treaty that 
addresses the full life cycle of plastics and prioritizes 

health, with no blanket exemptions for healthcare sector
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Medical Plastics Market Projected to Soar by Double Digits 

● Medical plastics market is forecast to 
increase from $25.6 billion in 2023 to 
$41.2 billion by 2028, (10% compound 
annual growth rate)

● Growth is mostly driven by demand for 
single use medical devices. 

● Single-use applications will dominate the 
market by the end of 2028

● North America is the largest market for 
medical plastics

● PVC is the most widely used medical 
plastics at 25%
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Open Letter 
from Health 

Professionals to 
Delegates on the 
Plastics Treaty

April, 2024

 

Demands include: 
➢ No blanket exemption for the 

health sector but instead 
special consideration 

➢ A just and equitable Treaty 
that respects human rights

➢ Limits on the production of 
plastics

➢ Prioritizes detoxification
➢ Ensures transparency of 

information for plastic 
products and materials.

➢ Considers the full life cycle of 
plastics 

➢ Addresses unnecessary plastic 
products including many single 
use plastics



Initial signatories to the letter include 
Organizations representing 
over 7 million health 
professionals globally
● World Federation of Public Health 

Associations (WFPHA)
● International Federation of Medical 

Students Associations (IFMSA)
● Global Climate and Health Alliance 

(GCHA)
● International Society of Doctors for 

Environment
● Health Care Without Harm
● Endocrine Society,

+ Health systems & hospitals from 
Brazil, Colombia, and Mexico

● Australia
● Argentina
● Brazil
● Canada
● Chile
● Colombia
● Costa Rica
● Denmark
● Ecuador
● Germany
● Japan 

● Kenya
● Mexico
● Nepal
● Panama
● Pakistan
● Philippines
● Rwanda
● South Africa
● Uganda
● UK
● United States

 

More than 1000 individual 
physicians & health professionals 
in 88 countries including 
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Commentary 
from IPEN
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Health 
approach in 
the plastics 
treaty
Vito A. Buonsante

Technical and policy advisor

IPEN



Mission: a toxics-free future for 
all
600+ Member NGOs
131 Countries 
25 Years Treaty Experience

IPEN: Global Network of Public Interest Organization



Generating:  Data | Evidence| Info | Toxics in 
Plastics   



Plastics = Carbon + Chemicals Plastics =
    Carbon + Chemicals

16,000 Chemicals
     25% Known Toxics
     50% No Data



The plastics treaty: A global health treaty
Basic principles: precautionary principle, human rights, transparency



Plastics = Carbon + Chemicals

Plastic Treaty 
Chemical Controls:
1-Define Toxic Chemicals
2-Regulate/Ban
     Plastic Materials
3-Labeling/Transparency 
4-No Recycling Toxics

Treaty Progress:
Protect Human Health
2022: 4 countries
2023: 130+ countries
2024:  Nearly 100%



Essential elements for 
health approach
• Regulating health impacts throughout the lifecycle

• Regulating plastics as materials (rather than products)

• Minimize and eliminate chemical emissions throughout 
the lifecycle (also at end-of-life stage)

• Controls must be global to be meaningful 

• Transparency provisions throughout the lifecycle

• Monitoring and reporting provisions.

• A voluntary provision on health will NOT address health 
concerns



Thank you
Vitobuonsante@ipen.org

Read our quick views for INC-5 here
Further resources: 
https://stoppoisonplastic.org/

https://stoppoisonplastic.org/blog/portfolio/ipen-quick-views-inc-5/


Thank you
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