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MINISTRY OF HEALTH & 

WELLNESS 
Third Floor, East Block Building 

Belmopan, Belize, Central America. 

Phone:  501-822-2325/2363          Fax: 501-822-2942/2055 

fiona.gillett@health.gov.bz 
 

 

Ref:  IOR/7/02/23 (03) Vol. XI      April 26, 2023 
 
H.E. Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 

Director General 

World Health Organization 

Avenue Appla 20, 122, Geneva 27, 

Switzerland 

 
PROPOSAL FOR SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM 

 
Your Excellency, 
 
On behalf of my government, and pursuant to Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Health Assembly, as well as UN Sustainable Development Goal 3, I hereby request the 
inclusion of the supplementary item entitled “Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World 
Health Assembly as an observer” in the provisional agenda for the 76th session of the WHA.  
 
Prior to 2017, Taiwan was invited to participate in the WHA as an observer for eight 
consecutive years.  Taiwan’s professionalism and expertise were widely recognized and 
acclaimed by the World Health Organization and its members.  Taiwan has proven to the 
world that it is a valuable and indispensable partner in the collective effort to ensure that all 
people enjoy the highest attainable standard of health.  
 
At this critical juncture, it is more imperative than ever before to once again invite Taiwan to 
attend the WHA and include Taiwan in all WHO meetings, mechanisms, and activities, 
thereby safeguarding the right to health of the 23 million people of Taiwan.  To reiterate our 
earlier position, the work of WHO requires the cooperation of all stakeholders in the 
international community.  Therefore, Taiwan’s prolonged exclusion from WHO has seriously 
compromised WHO’s disease prevention efforts, undermined the interests of its members, 
and jeopardized global health. 
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the international community lauded Taiwan’s exceptional 
response and control measures, as well as Taiwan’s donations of medical supplies to other 
nations.  Moreover, in the wake of the health emergency in Ukraine, Taiwan’s government 
and people donated tens of millions of dollars, especially to Ukrainian medical institutions, 
and shipped hundreds of tons of medical and humanitarian supplies to Ukraine and 
neighboring countries.  WHO and the international community would greatly benefit from 
including a global health partner as willing and capable as Taiwan, as we work together to 
make the global health architecture more resilient and improve health emergency prevention, 
preparedness, and response. 
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My government hopes that the WHA will accept the inclusion of this item.  To this end, a 
draft resolution and an explanatory memorandum are attached for further discussion.  
Moreover, in order that the General Committee may properly fulfill its mandate and report to 
the WHA for its final decision, my government formally requests that the present letter and its 
enclosure be circulated as an official document of the WHA.  In this respect, my government 
recalls Rule 19 of the WHA Rules of Procedure, which stipulates the duty of the Secretariat 
regarding the circulation of documents. 
 
Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest esteem and consideration. 
 
 
 
 
Hon. Kevin Bernard 

Minister of Health & Wellness 

Ministry of Health & Wellness 

 
Enclosure  
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 
 

The Seventy-Sixth World Health Assembly, 

 

Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of WHO is the attainment by all peoples of the 
highest possible level of health, and that Sustainable Development Goal 3 is to ensure healthy 
lives and promote well-being for all at all ages; 
 
Recalling that from 2009 to 2016, Taiwan, a force for good in the world, was invited to 
participate in the WHA as an observer, making constructive contributions to global health 
security; 
 

Acknowledging that Taiwan contributed greatly to combating the COVID-19 pandemic and 
responding to the health emergency in Ukraine, that Taiwan provides timely medical and 
humanitarian aid to countries in need, and that Taiwan’s public health experience and 
expertise are valuable to worldwide efforts to make global health architecture more resilient 
and improve health emergency prevention, preparedness, and response; 
 
Expressing grave concern that Taiwan, an indispensable member of the international 
community and a provider of international humanitarian assistance to numerous WHO 
member states, is not fully included in all WHO technical meetings, mechanisms, and 
activities;  
 
Recognizing that only when Taiwan is directly and properly included in the international 
community’s collective efforts to combat disease can WHO’s ultimate goal of Health for All 
be achieved; and 
 
Realizing that in the fight against emerging diseases, WHO must remain informed of all 
health concerns worldwide and be able to obtain and disseminate relevant data needed to 
prevent, monitor, and respond to epidemics and other diseases; 
 

Hereby invites Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer. 
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Explanatory memorandum    

                                                                                                                     26th April 2033 

Proposal submitted by Belize 

 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

 

Belize considers that a discussion at the 76th World Health Assembly on Taiwan’s 

participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons:  

 

Relevance  

 The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3—ensuring healthy 

lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030—and the implementation of 

the International Health Regulations (2005). 

 Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue, not a political one. Taiwan was 

invited to the WHA as an observer for eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its 

participation was widely recognized and acclaimed.  

 During the COVID-19 pandemic and the health emergency in Ukraine, 

Taiwan once again demonstrated that it is a responsible and indispensable stakeholder in 

the global public health community.  

◼ In December 2019, Taiwan’s disease surveillance systems picked up a notice issued 

by China regarding pneumonia of unknown cause and reported it to WHO. This 

important alert was one of the first that WHO received about COVID-19, as noted by 

the main report of the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response 

(IPPPR). 

◼ Taiwan leveraged big data, artificial intelligence, and smart technologies—including 

apps and web-based tools—to contain COVID-19. Taiwan also implemented 

innovative antipandemic policies and measures, such as the COVID-19 Vaccination 

Registration and Reservation System, the COVID-19 Vaccination Record, and rapid 

antigen and PCR testing. Taiwan willingly shared this knowledge and expertise with 

other countries, joining collective efforts to combat the pandemic. 

◼ In response to the health emergency in Ukraine, Taiwan’s government and people 

made donations totaling over US$41 million, which were sent to Ukraine, Poland, the 
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Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, and the Baltic states. Over 700 tons of medical 

and humanitarian supplies from Taiwan were delivered to assist Ukrainian refugees. 

 Taiwan is committed to working with WHO. Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO, especially its 

substantive involvement in related mechanisms such as the International Health 

Regulations, the Western Pacific Regional Office, and the Global Influenza Surveillance 

and Response System, would greatly benefit the global health system, especially in the 

fight against communicable disease. My government urges WHO to maintain a 

professional and neutral stance, to set aside political considerations, and to include 

Taiwan in all technical meetings, activities, and mechanisms, as well as inviting Taiwan 

to participate in the WHA as an observer. 









































PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS TO
THE UNITED NATIONS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

GENEVA

WHO/02-23

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Marshall Islands to the United Nations Office and
other International Organisations in Geneva presents its compliments to the World Health
Organization and has the honour to transmit herewith the enclosed letter from Hon. Joe Bejang,
Minister of Health and Human Services of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, addressed to
H.E Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General of the World Health Organization,
requesting the inclusion of a supplementary item in the provisional agenda for the 76th session of
the World Health Assembly.

In this regard, the Permanent Mission has the further honor to seek the latter’s kind assistance in
ensuring the said letter reaches its most esteemed destination.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Marshall Islands to the United Nations Office and
other International Organisations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
World Health Organization the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 05 May 2023

World Health Organization
Avenue Appia 20
1211 Geneva



REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
P.O. Box 16 ~ Majuro ~ Marshall Islands ~ 96960 

Telephone No. (692) 625-5327 Ext: 2392/2388 
Email:sechhs.rmi@gmail.com 

 
 
 

2 May 2023 
 

H.E. Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
Director General 
World Health Organization 
Geneva, Switzerland 

 
Your Excellency, 

 
On behalf of my government, and pursuant to Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Health Assembly, as well as UN Sustainable Development Goal 3, I hereby request the 
inclusion of the supplementary item entitled “Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World 
Health Assembly as an observer” in the provisional agenda for the 76th session of the WHA. 

 
Prior to 2017, Taiwan was invited to participate in the WHA as an observer for eight 
consecutive years. Taiwan’s professionalism and expertise were widely recognized and 
acclaimed by the World Health Organization and its members. Taiwan has proven to the 
world that it is a valuable and indispensable partner in the collective effort to ensure that all 
people enjoy the highest attainable standard of health. 

 
At this critical juncture, it is more imperative than ever before to once again invite Taiwan to 
attend the WHA and include Taiwan in all WHO meetings, mechanisms, and activities, 
thereby safeguarding the right to health of the 23 million people of Taiwan. To reiterate our 
earlier position, the work of WHO requires the cooperation of all stakeholders in the 
international community. Therefore, Taiwan’s prolonged exclusion from WHO has seriously 
compromised WHO’s disease prevention efforts, undermined the interests of its members, 
and jeopardized global health. 

 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the international community lauded Taiwan’s exceptional 
response and control measures, as well as Taiwan’s donations of medical supplies to other 
nations. Moreover, in the wake of the health emergency in Ukraine, Taiwan’s government and 
people donated tens of millions of dollars, especially to Ukrainian medical institutions, and 
shipped hundreds of tons of medical and humanitarian supplies to Ukraine and neighboring 
countries. WHO and the international community would greatly benefit from including a 
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global health partner as willing and capable as Taiwan, as we work together to make the 
global health architecture more resilient and improve health emergency prevention, 
preparedness, and response. 

 
My government hopes that the WHA will accept the inclusion of this item. To this end, a draft 
resolution and an explanatory memorandum are attached for further discussion. Moreover, in 
order that the General Committee may properly fulfill its mandate and report to the WHA for 
its final decision, my government formally requests that the present letter and its enclosure be 
circulated as an official document of the WHA. In this respect, my government recalls Rule 
19 of the WHA Rules of Procedure, which stipulates the duty of the Secretariat regarding the 
circulation of documents. 

 
Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest esteem and consideration. 

 
With my best wishes for your good health, 

Minister of Health and Human Services 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 
 
 
The Seventy-Sixth World Health Assembly, 

 

02 May 2023 

 

Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of WHO is the attainment by all peoples of the 
highest possible level of health, and that Sustainable Development Goal 3 is to ensure healthy 
lives and promote well-being for all at all ages; 

 
Recalling that from 2009 to 2016, Taiwan, a force for good in the world, was invited to 
participate in the WHA as an observer, making constructive contributions to global health 
security; 

 
Acknowledging that Taiwan contributed greatly to combating the COVID-19 pandemic and 
responding to the health emergency in Ukraine, that Taiwan provides timely medical and 
humanitarian aid to countries in need, and that Taiwan’s public health experience and 
expertise are valuable to worldwide efforts to make global health architecture more resilient 
and improve health emergency prevention, preparedness, and response; 

 
Expressing grave concern that Taiwan, an indispensable member of the international 
community and a provider of international humanitarian assistance to numerous WHO 
member states, is not fully included in all WHO technical meetings, mechanisms, and 
activities; 

 
Recognizing that only when Taiwan is directly and properly included in the international 
community’s collective efforts to combat disease can WHO’s ultimate goal of Health for All 
be achieved; and 

 
Realizing that in the fight against emerging diseases, WHO must remain informed of all 
health concerns worldwide and be able to obtain and disseminate relevant data needed to 
prevent, monitor, and respond to epidemics and other diseases; 

 
Hereby invites Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer. 
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Explanatory memorandum 

02 May 2023 
 

 

 
 

Proposal submitted by the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
 
 
Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

 
 

The Republic of the Marshall Islands considers that a discussion at the 76th World Health 
Assembly on Taiwan’s participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons: 

 
Relevance 

• The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3—ensuring healthy 

lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030—and the implementation of 

the International Health Regulations (2005). 

• Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue, not a political one. Taiwan was 

invited to the WHA as an observer for eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its 

participation was widely recognized and acclaimed. 

• During the COVID-19 pandemic and the health emergency in Ukraine, 
 

Taiwan once again demonstrated that it is a responsible and indispensable stakeholder in 

the global public health community. 

■ In December 2019, Taiwan’s disease surveillance systems picked up a notice issued by 

China regarding pneumonia of unknown cause and reported it to WHO. This 

important alert was one of the first that WHO received about COVID-19, as noted by 

the main report of the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response 

(IPPPR). 

■ Taiwan leveraged big data, artificial intelligence, and smart technologies—including 

apps and web-based tools—to contain COVID-19. Taiwan also implemented 

innovative antipandemic policies and measures, such as the COVID-19 Vaccination 

Registration and Reservation System, the COVID-19 Vaccination Record, and rapid 

antigen and PCR testing. Taiwan willingly shared this knowledge and expertise with 

other countries, joining collective efforts to combat the pandemic. 
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■ In response to the health emergency in Ukraine, Taiwan’s government and people 

made donations totaling over US$41 million, which were sent to Ukraine, Poland, the 

Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, and the Baltic states. Over 700 tons of medical 

and humanitarian supplies from Taiwan were delivered to assist Ukrainian refugees. 

• Taiwan is committed to working with WHO. Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO, especially its 

substantive involvement in related mechanisms such as the International Health 

Regulations, the Western Pacific Regional Office, and the Global Influenza Surveillance 

and Response System, would greatly benefit the global health system, especially in the 

fight against communicable disease. My government urges WHO to maintain a 

professional and neutral stance, to set aside political considerations, and to include 

Taiwan in all technical meetings, activities, and mechanisms, as well as inviting Taiwan 

to participate in the WHA as an observer. 

























Explanatory memorandum 

May 12, 2023 

Proposal submitted by Republic of Palau 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

Republic of Palau considers that a discussion at the 76th World Health Assembly on Taiwan's 

participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons: 

Relevance 

• The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3--ensuring healthy lives

• 

and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030-and the implementation of the

International Health Regulations (2005).

Taiwan's participation in the WHA is a health issue, not a political one. Taiwan was invited

to the WHA as an observer for eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its participation

was widely recognized and acclaimed.

• During the COVID-19 pandemic and the health emergency in Ukraine,

Taiwan once again demonstrated that it is a responsible and indispensable stakeholder in the

global public health community.

• In December 2019, Taiwan's disease surveillance systems picked up a notice issued by

China regarding pneumonia of unknown cause and reported it to WHO. This important

alert was one of the first that WHO received about COVID-19, as noted by the main report

of the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response (IPPPR).

• Taiwan leveraged big data, artificial intelligence, and smart technologies-including apps

and web-based tools-to contain COVID-19. Taiwan also implemented innovative

antipandemic policies and measures, such as the COVID-19 Vaccination Registration and

Reservation System, the COVID-19 Vaccination Record, and rapid antigen and PCR

testing. Taiwan willingly shared this knowledge and expertise with other countries, joining

collective efforts to combat the pandemic.
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SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 

 
        Tel No. (869) 467-1161    MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, INTERNATIONAL TRADE,  
           Email:  foreignaffairs@mofa.gov.kn                                                            INDUSTRY, COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS, 
           Website: www.foreign.gov.kn         ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND INVESTMENT 
                                                                                    P.O. BOX 186 
                                                                                                                       BUILDING 15, SUITES 200-201 

                                                                                                                                            PORT ZANTE, BASSETERRE 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS 

Ref:   FA/H5/001 
 
Note No.  0345/2023 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade, Industry, Commerce and Consumer 
Affairs, Economic Development and Investment of Saint Kitts and Nevis presents its 
compliments to the World Health Organization and has the honour to refer to the 
upcoming 76th Session of the World Health Assembly. 
 
In this connection, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is pleased to forward the enclosed letter 
from the Honourable Dr. Terrance Drew, Prime Minister and Minister of Health of Saint 
Kitts and Nevis addressed to His Excellency Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director 
General of the World Health Organization.  The Ministry is further pleased to forward a 
supplementary agenda item for the inclusion of Taiwan as an observer. 
 
The Ministry would be grateful if these attachments could be forwarded to their highest 
destination. 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade, Industry, Commerce and Consumer 
Affairs, Economic Development and Investment of Saint Kitts and Nevis avails itself of the 
opportunity to renew to the World Health Organization the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 
 
11th May 2023 
  
 

http://www.foreign.gov.kn/
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

The Seventy-Sixth World Health Assembly, 

 

Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of WHO is the attainment by all peoples of the 
highest possible level of health, and that Sustainable Development Goal 3 is to ensure healthy 
lives and promote well-being for all at all ages; 
 
Recalling that from 2009 to 2016, Taiwan, a force for good in the world, was invited to 
participate in the WHA as an observer, making constructive contributions to global health 
security; 
 

Acknowledging that Taiwan contributed greatly to combating the COVID-19 pandemic and 
responding to the health emergency in Ukraine, that Taiwan provides timely medical and 
humanitarian aid to countries in need, and that Taiwan’s public health experience and 
expertise are valuable to worldwide efforts to make global health architecture more resilient 
and improve health emergency prevention, preparedness, and response; 
 
Expressing grave concern that Taiwan, an indispensable member of the international 
community and a provider of international humanitarian assistance to numerous WHO 
member states, is not fully included in all WHO technical meetings, mechanisms, and 
activities;  
 
Recognizing that only when Taiwan is directly and properly included in the international 
community’s collective efforts to combat disease can WHO’s ultimate goal of Health for All 
be achieved; and 
 
Realizing that in the fight against emerging diseases, WHO must remain informed of all 
health concerns worldwide and be able to obtain and disseminate relevant data needed to 
prevent, monitor, and respond to epidemics and other diseases; 
 

Hereby invites Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer. 
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Explanatory memorandum    

                                                                                                                             10th May,2023 

 

Proposal submitted by the Federation of St Kitts and Nevis 

 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

 

(Member State) considers that a discussion at the 76th World Health Assembly on Taiwan’s 

participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons:  

 

Relevance  

 The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3—ensuring healthy 

lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030—and the implementation of 

the International Health Regulations (2005). 

 Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue, not a political one. Taiwan was 

invited to the WHA as an observer for eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its 

participation was widely recognized and acclaimed.  

 During the COVID-19 pandemic and the health emergency in Ukraine, 

Taiwan once again demonstrated that it is a responsible and indispensable stakeholder in 

the global public health community.  

◼ In December 2019, Taiwan’s disease surveillance systems picked up a notice issued 

by China regarding pneumonia of unknown cause and reported it to WHO. This 

important alert was one of the first that WHO received about COVID-19, as noted by 

the main report of the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response 

(IPPPR). 

◼ Taiwan leveraged big data, artificial intelligence, and smart technologies—including 

apps and web-based tools—to contain COVID-19. Taiwan also implemented 

innovative antipandemic policies and measures, such as the COVID-19 Vaccination 

Registration and Reservation System, the COVID-19 Vaccination Record, and rapid 

antigen and PCR testing. Taiwan willingly shared this knowledge and expertise with 

other countries, joining collective efforts to combat the pandemic. 

◼ In response to the health emergency in Ukraine, Taiwan’s government and people 

made donations totaling over US$41 million, which were sent to Ukraine, Poland, the 
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Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, and the Baltic states. Over 700 tons of medical 

and humanitarian supplies from Taiwan were delivered to assist Ukrainian refugees. 

 Taiwan is committed to working with WHO. Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO, especially its 

substantive involvement in related mechanisms such as the International Health 

Regulations, the Western Pacific Regional Office, and the Global Influenza Surveillance 

and Response System, would greatly benefit the global health system, especially in the 

fight against communicable disease. My government urges WHO to maintain a 

professional and neutral stance, to set aside political considerations, and to include 

Taiwan in all technical meetings, activities, and mechanisms, as well as inviting Taiwan 

to participate in the WHA as an observer. 



Communication on this subject 
should be addressed to: 

The Permanent 
Secretary 

GOVERNMENT OF SAINT LUCIA 
Ministry of External Affairs, International Trade, 

Civil Aviation and Diaspora Affairs 5th Level Baywalk, Rodney Bay, 
Gras Islet, Saint Lucia 
Tel; (758) 468-4519 
Fax; (758) 452-7427 
Email; external@gosl.gov.lc  

May 8, 2023 

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
Director-General 
World Health Orgnization 
WHO Headquarters 
Avenue Appia 201211 
Geneva 27 

Switzerland 

Dear Director-General Tedros, 

PROPOSAL FOR SUPPMENTARY AGENDA ITEM 

On behalf of my government, and pursuant to Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 

Health Assembly, as well as UN Sustainable Development Goal 3, I hereby request the inclusion 

of the supplementary item entitled "Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health 

Assembly as an observer" in the provisional agenda for the 76th session of the WHA. 

Prior to 2017, Taiwan was invited to participate in the WHA as an observer for eight consecutive 

years. Taiwan's professionalism and expertise were widely recognized and acclaimed by the 

World Health Organization and its members. Taiwan has proven to the world that it is a valuable 

and indispensable partner in the collective effort to ensure that all people enjoy the highest 

attainable standard of health. 

At this critical juncture, it is more imperative than ever before to once again invite Taiwan to 

attend the WHA and include Taiwan in all WHO meetings, mechanisms, and activities, thereby 

safeguarding the right to health of the 23 million people of Taiwan. To reiterate our earlier 



position, the work of WHO requires the cooperation of all stakeholders in the international 

community. Therefore, Taiwan's prolonged exclusion from WHO has seriously compromised 

WHO's disease prevention efforts, undermined the interests of its members, and jeopardized 

global health. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the international community lauded Taiwan's exceptional 

response and control measures, as well as Taiwan's donations of medical supplies to other 

nations. Moreover, in the wake of the health emergency in Ukraine, Taiwan's government and 

people donated tens of millions of dollars, especially to Ukrainian medical institutions, and 

shipped hundreds of tons of medical and humanitarian supplies to Ukraine and neighboring 

countries. WHO and the international community would greatly benefit from including a global 

health partner as willing and capable as Taiwan, as we work together to make the global health 

architecture more resilient and improve health emergency prevention, preparedness, and 

response. 

The Government of Saint Lucia hopes that the WHA will accept the inclusion of this item. To 

this end, a draft resolution and an explanatory memorandum are attached for further discussion. 

Moreover, in order that the General Committee may properly fulfill its mandate and report to the 

WHA for its final decision, my government formally requests that the present letter and its 

enclosure be circulated as an official document of the WHA. In this respect, my government 

recalls Rule 19 of the WHA Rules of Procedure, which stipulates the duty of the Secretariat 

regarding the circulation of documents. 

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest esteem and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Hon. Alva R. Baptiste 
J 	Minister for External Affairs, International Trade, Civil Aviation and Diaspora Affairs 

Saint Lucia 



Hereby invites Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer. 

Explanatory memorandum 

(May 8,2( 23) 

Proposal submitted by Saint Lucia 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

Saint Lucia considers that a discussion at the 76th World Health Assembly on Taiwan's 

participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons: 

Relevance 

• The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3—ensuring healthy lives 

and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030—and the implementation of the 

International Health Regulations (2005). 

• Taiwan's participation in the WHA is a health issue, not a political one. Taiwan was invited 

to the WHA as an observer for eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its participation 

was widely recognized and acclaimed. 

During the COVID- 19 pandemic and the health emergency in Ukraine, 

Taiwan once again demonstrated that it is a responsible and indispensable stakeholder in the 

global public health community. 

• In December 2019, Taiwan's disease surveillance systems picked up a notice issued by 

China regarding pneumonia of unknown cause and reported it to WHO. This important 

alert was one of the first that WHO received about COVID- 19, as noted by the main 

report of the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response (IPPPR). 

• Taiwan leveraged big data, artificial intelligence, and smart technologies—including apps 

and web-based tools—to contain COVID-19. Taiwan also implemented innovative 

antipandemic policies and measures, such as the COVID- 19 Vaccination Registration and 

Reservation System, the COVID-19 Vaccination Record, and rapid antigen and PCR 



testing. Taiwan willingly shared this knowledge and expertise with other countries, 

joining collective efforts to combat the pandemic. 

• In response to the health emergency in Ukraine, Taiwan's government and people made 

donations totaling over US$41 million, which were sent to Ukraine, Poland, the Czech 

Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, and the Baltic states. Over 700 tons of medical and 

humanitarian supplies from Taiwan were delivered to assist Ukrainian refugees. 

Taiwan is committed to working with WHO. Taiwan's inclusion in WHO, especially its 
substantive involvement in related mechanisms such as the International Health Regulations, the 
Western Pacific Regional Office, and the Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System, 
would greatly benefit the global health system, especially in the fight against communicable 
disease. My government urges WHO to maintain a professional and neutral stance, to set aside 
political considerations, and to include Taiwan in all technical meetings, activities, and 
mechanisms, as well as inviting Taiwan to participate in the WHA as an observer. 
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