






















































































































 

               EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU 
 

 

 

Note No. 002/ERP-WHO/2021 

 

The Embassy of the Republic of Palau presents its compliments to the World Health Organization – 

Regional Office for the Western Pacific and has the honor of requesting the latter’s kind assistance with ensuring the 

prompt delivery of the enclosed letter with Serial No. 21-140, from His Excellency Surangel S. Whipps, Jr., 

President of the Republic of Palau, addressed to His Excellency Dr. Tedros Adhanom, Director General, World 

Health Organization. 

 

The Embassy of the Republic of Palau avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the World Health 

Organization – Regional Office for the Western Pacific the assurances of its highest consideration. 

 

 

World Health Organization 

Regional Office for the Western Pacific 

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         07 April 2021 
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PROPOSAL FOR SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA ITEM 

 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

The Seventy-Fourth World Health Assembly, 

 

Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of WHO is the attainment by all peoples of the 

highest possible level of health, and that Sustainable Development Goal 3 is to ensure healthy 

lives and promote well-being for all at all ages; 

 

Acknowledging that the COVID-19 pandemic is a human tragedy and a global health crisis 

that also poses a major threat to the world economy, and that Taiwan’s experience and 

expertise in addressing the COVID-19 outbreak could be valuable to the global effort to 

recovering better together; 

 

Expressing grave concern that Taiwan, as an indispensable member of the international 

community, is not fully included in all WHO technical meetings, mechanisms, and activities;  

 

Conscious that Taiwan, a force for good in the world, participated in the WHA as an observer 

for eight consecutive years prior to 2017, making concrete contributions to the global health 

security system; 

 

Recognizing that only when Taiwan is directly and properly included in the international 

community’s collective effort to combat disease can WHO’s ultimate goal of Health for All 

be achieved; and 

 

Realizing that in the fight against COVID-19 and other emerging diseases, WHO must 

remain informed of all health conditions across the entire world and be able to obtain and 

disseminate relevant data needed to prevent, monitor, and respond to epidemics and other 

diseases; 

 

Hereby decides to invite Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an 

observer. 
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PROPOSAL SUBMITTED BY SAINT LUICA 
 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

 

Saint Lucia considers that a discussion at the 74th World Health Assembly on Taiwan’s 

participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons:  

 

Relevance  

 The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3—ensuring healthy 

lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030—and the implementation of the 

International Health Regulations(2005). 

 Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue, not a political one. Taiwan was 

invited to the WHA as an observer for eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its 

participation was widely welcomed and recognized.  

 Taiwan has effectively contained the spread of COVID-19, despite its proximity to 

China. It has furthermore devoted itself to the global pandemic response in the spirit of 

“Taiwan can help, Taiwan is helping”: 

i. Once Taiwan had stabilized its containment of the virus and ensured that people had 

sufficient access to medical resources, it began to support countries in need by 

donating medical equipment and antipandemic supplies. Taiwan has donated 54 

million surgical masks, 1.16 million N95 masks, 380,000 isolation gowns, and 

128,400 forehead thermometers to more than 80 countries. 

ii. Taiwan continues to share its experience in containing COVID-19 with global public 

health professionals and scholars through related forums, such as APEC’s High-Level 

Meeting on Health and the Economy, the Global Cooperation and Training 

Framework, and virtual bilateral meetings. As of the end of 2020, Taiwan had held 

nearly 140 virtual conferences, sharing the Taiwan Model with experts from 

governments, hospitals, universities, and think tanks in 60 countries. 

 Taiwan government is actively assisting its domestic manufacturers in the hope of 

accelerating the development and production of effective vaccines. Taiwan’s 

comprehensive participation in and contribution to the international COVID-19 supply 

chain system, as well as diagnostics, vaccines, and therapeutics platforms at the global 

level, would help safeguard the fundamental human right to health as stipulated in the 

WHO Constitution and the vision of leaving no one behind espoused in the UN SDGs. 
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 Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO would greatly enhance the global fight against and 

prevention of epidemics, thereby guaranteeing the right to health of Taiwan’s 23.5 

million people and also benefiting the world. We urge WHO to invite Taiwan to 

participate in the WHA as an observer and grant Taiwan full participation in all WHO 

meetings, mechanisms, and activities.  
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