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SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, HEALTH, NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE, HUMAN SETTLEMENT, 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, GENDER AFFAIRS, SOCIAL SERVICES, COOPERATIVES AND LANDS  
Tel: (869) 465-2521 Ext. 1008              GOVERNMENT HEADQUARTERS 
Fax: (869) 465-2635         P O BOX 186 CHURCH STREET  

E-mail: ministerofagriculture50@gmail.com                                                                BASSETERRE 
                         ST KITTS     

                                                                                                                                            WEST INDIES 

 

07th April 2019 

 

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 

Director General  

World Health Organization   

Avenue Appia 20 

1211 Geneva 27 

Switzerland  

 

 

Dear Dr. Ghebreyesus 
 
 On behalf of my Government, and pursuant to Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
World Health Assembly as well as UN Sustainable Development Goal 3, I hereby request the 
inclusion of a supplementary item, entitled “Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World 

Health Assembly as an observer,” in the provisional agenda for the 72nd session of the 
Assembly.  
 
For eight consecutive years prior to 2017, Taiwan’s active participation in the WHA and positive 
efforts to share its expertise contributed meaningfully to the enhancement of regional and global 
disease prevention networks. Taiwan helped, and continues to help, many nations in need of 
medical assistance, reflecting its unshakable belief in the WHO vision that the highest attainable 
standard of health is a fundamental right of every human being.  
 
Since 2017, however, Taiwan has not been invited to participate in the WHA as an observer, 
jeopardizing the rights of its people to health and creating a serious gap in the global health 
security system. The work of the WHO requires the cooperation of all stakeholders and partners 
in the international community. Yet Taiwan’s absence from the WHO seriously compromises the 
Organization’s overall effectiveness, undermines the interests of its members, and endangers 
global health. 
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The WHO should live up to its vision by recognizing the rights of the people of Taiwan to 
participate equally in the global health system alongside the rest of the world. Taiwan’s inclusion 
in the WHA would benefit the WHO and all related parties and would help realize Sustainable 
Development Goal 3 of ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 
2030.  
 
My Government hopes that the Assembly can accept the inclusion of this item. To this end, a 
draft resolution is attached for further discussion. Moreover, in order that the General Committee 
may properly fulfill its mandate and report to the Assembly for its final decision, my 
Government formally requests that the present letter and its enclosure be circulated as an official 
document of the Assembly. In this respect my Government recalls Rule 18 of the WHA Rules of 
procedure, which outlines “the duty of the Secretariat” regarding the circulation of documents. 
 
 Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest esteem and consideration. 
 
Enclosure: 1/ 
 
 
 

 

 

……………………………….. 

Hon. Eugene Hamilton 
Minister of Health, Agriculture et al 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

The Seventy-second World Health Assembly, 

 

 Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of the Organization is “the attainment by 

all peoples of the highest possible level of health,” and that Sustainable Development Goal 3 is 

to “ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages,” 

 

 Conscious that Taiwan had participated meaningfully in WHA and WHO technical 

meetings, mechanisms, and activities for eight consecutive years before 2017, making concrete 

contributions to the global health security system, 

 

 Recognizing that only when Taiwan is properly included in the international 

community’s collective efforts to combat disease can the WHO’s ultimate goal of “Health for 

All” be achieved, and 

 

 Realizing that in the fight against emerging diseases, the Organization must remain 

informed of health conditions across the entire world, and be able to obtain and disseminate 

relevant data needed to prevent, monitor, and respond to epidemics and other diseases, 

 

 Hereby decides to invite Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as 

an observer. 
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07 April 2019 

           

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 

Director-General, World Health Organization 

Avenue Appia 20, 1211 Geneva 27 

Switzerland 

 

Your Excellency, 

 

On behalf of my Government, and pursuant to Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the 

World Health Assembly as well as UN Sustainable Development Goal 3, I hereby request 

the inclusion of a supplementary item, entitled “Inviting Taiwan to participate in the 

World Health Assembly as an observer,” in the provisional agenda for the 72nd session 

of the Assembly.  

 

For eight consecutive years prior to 2017, Taiwan’s active participation in the WHA and 

positive efforts to share its expertise contributed meaningfully to the enhancement of 

regional and global disease prevention networks. Taiwan helped, and continues to help, 

many nations in need of medical assistance, reflecting its unshakable belief in the WHO 

vision that the highest attainable standard of health is a fundamental right of every 

human being.  

 

Since 2017, however, Taiwan has not been invited to participate in the WHA as an 

observer, jeopardizing the rights of its people to health and creating a serious gap in the 

global health security system. The work of the WHO requires the cooperation of all 

stakeholders and partners in the international community. Yet Taiwan’s absence from 

the WHO seriously compromises the Organization’s overall effectiveness, undermines 

the interests of its members, and endangers global health. 

 

The WHO should live up to its vision by recognizing the rights of the people of Taiwan to 

participate equally in the global health system alongside the rest of the world. Taiwan’s 

inclusion in the WHA would benefit the WHO and all related parties, and would help 

realize Sustainable Development Goal 3 of ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-

being for all at all ages by 2030.  

 



My Government hopes that the Assembly can accept the inclusion of this item. To this 

end, a draft resolution is attached for further discussion. Moreover, in order that the 

General Committee may properly fulfill its mandate and report to the Assembly for its 

final decision, my Government formally requests that the present letter and its enclosure 

be circulated as an official document of the Assembly. In this respect my Government 

recalls Rule 18 of the WHA Rules of procedure, which outlines “the duty of the 

Secretariat” regarding the circulation of documents. 

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest esteem and consideration. 

 

 

…………………………………. 

Satini Tulaga Manuella 

Minister for Health 

Tuvalu 

 

 

Enclosure: Draft Resolution 

 



 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

The Seventy-second World Health Assembly, 

 

 Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of the Organization is “the attainment 

by all peoples of the highest possible level of health,” and that Sustainable Development Goal 

3 is to “ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages,” 

 

 Conscious that Taiwan had participated meaningfully in WHA and WHO technical 

meetings, mechanisms, and activities for eight consecutive years before 2017, making 

concrete contributions to the global health security system, 

 

 Recognizing that only when Taiwan is properly included in the international 

community’s collective efforts to combat disease can the WHO’s ultimate goal of “Health for 

All” be achieved, and 

 

 Realizing that in the fight against emerging diseases, the Organization must remain 

informed of health conditions across the entire world, and be able to obtain and disseminate 

relevant data needed to prevent, monitor, and respond to epidemics and other diseases, 

 

 Hereby decides to invite Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an 

observer. 

 

 

------------------------------ 

Satini Tulaga Manuella 

Minister for Health 

Tuvalu 

 
 

 




