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ABBREVIATIONS 

 

Abbreviations used in WHO documentation include the following: 

ACHR – Advisory Committee on Health 
Research 

ASEAN – Association of South-East Asian 
Nations 

CEB – United Nations System Chief 
Executives Board for 
Coordination (formerly ACC) 

CIOMS – Council for International 
Organizations of Medical 
Sciences 

FAO – Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations 

IAEA – International Atomic Energy 
Agency 

IARC – International Agency for Research 
on Cancer 

ICAO – International Civil Aviation 
Organization 

IFAD – International Fund for 
Agricultural Development 

ILO – International Labour Organization 
(Office) 

IMF – International Monetary Fund 
IMO – International Maritime 

Organization 
INCB – International Narcotics Control 

Board 
ITU – International Telecommunication 

Union 
OECD – Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development 

OIE – Office International des 
Epizooties 

PAHO – Pan American Health 
Organization 

UNAIDS – Joint United Nations Programme 
on HIV/AIDS 

UNCTAD – United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 

UNDCP – United Nations International Drug 
Control Programme 

UNDP – United Nations Development 
Programme 

UNEP – United Nations Environment 
Programme 

UNESCO – United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization 

UNFPA – United Nations Population Fund 
UNHCR – Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees 
UNICEF – United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNIDO – United Nations Industrial 

Development Organization 
UNRWA – United Nations Relief and Works 

Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East 

WFP – World Food Programme 
WIPO – World Intellectual Property 

Organization 
WMO – World Meteorological 

Organization 
WTO – World Trade Organization 
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The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this volume do not imply the 

expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the World Health Organization concerning 
the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries. Where the designation “country or area” appears in the headings of tables, it covers 
countries, territories, cities or areas. 
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PREFACE 

 

The Sixty-third World Health Assembly was held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, from 
17 to 21 May 2010, in accordance with the decision of the Executive Board at its 126th session. Its 
proceedings are issued in three volumes, containing, in addition to other relevant material: 

Resolutions and decisions, Annexes – document WHA63/2010/REC/1 

Verbatim records of plenary meetings, list of participants – document WHA63/2010/REC/2 

Summary records of committees; reports of committees – document WHA63/2010/REC/3 

 

_______________ 



 

 
- v - 

 

 

 

CONTENTS 

Page 

Preface.............................................................................................................................................  iii 

Agenda ............................................................................................................................................  ix 

List of documents............................................................................................................................  xiii 

Officers of the Health Assembly and membership of its committees .............................................  xix 

 

RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS 

Resolutions 

WHA63.1 Pandemic influenza preparedness: sharing of influenza viruses and access 
to vaccines and other benefits ..........................................................................  1 

WHA63.2 Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east 
Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan...................................................  2 

WHA63.3 Advancing food safety initiatives.....................................................................  6 

WHA63.4 Financial report and audited financial statements for the period 
1 January 2008 – 31 December 2009 ...............................................................  9 

WHA63.5 Scale of assessments 2010–2011......................................................................  10 

WHA63.6 Safety and security of staff and premises .........................................................  14 

WHA63.7 The Capital Master Plan ...................................................................................  15 

WHA63.8 Report of the External Auditor .........................................................................  16 

WHA63.9 Salaries of staff in ungraded posts and of the Director-General.......................  16 

WHA63.10 Partnerships ......................................................................................................  17 

WHA63.11 Agreements with intergovernmental organizations..........................................  18 

WHA63.12 Availability, safety and quality of blood products ...........................................  19 

WHA63.13 Global strategy to reduce the harmful use of alcohol.......................................  23 

 



Page 

 

 
- vi - 

WHA63.14 Marketing of food and non-alcoholic beverages to children ............................  24 

WHA63.15 Monitoring of the achievement of the health-related Millennium  
Development Goals ..........................................................................................  26 

WHA63.16 WHO Global Code of Practice on the International Recruitment of Health 
Personnel ..........................................................................................................  31 

WHA63.17 Birth defects......................................................................................................  32 

WHA63.18 Viral hepatitis ...................................................................................................  34 

WHA63.19 WHO HIV/AIDS strategy for 2011–2015........................................................  37 

WHA63.20 Chagas disease: control and elimination...........................................................  39 

WHA63.21 WHO’s role and responsibilities in health research..........................................  42 

WHA63.22 Human organ and tissue transplantation...........................................................  45 

WHA63.23 Infant and young child nutrition .......................................................................  47 

WHA63.24 Accelerated progress towards achievement of Millennium Development 
Goal 4 to reduce child mortality: prevention and treatment of pneumonia ......  51 

WHA63.25 Improvement of health through safe and environmentally sound waste 
management......................................................................................................  53 

WHA63.26 Improvement of health through sound management of obsolete pesticides 
and other obsolete chemicals ............................................................................  55 

WHA63.27 Strengthening the capacity of governments to constructively engage the 
private sector in providing essential health-care services.................................  59 

WHA63.28 Establishment of a consultative expert working group on research and 
development: financing and coordination.........................................................  61 

Decisions 

WHA63(1) Composition of the Committee on Credentials.................................................  65 

WHA63(2) Election of officers of the Sixty-third World Health Assembly .......................  65 

WHA63(3) Election of officers of the main committees.....................................................  65 

WHA63(4) Establishment of the General Committee .........................................................  66 

WHA63(5) Adoption of the agenda.....................................................................................  66 

WHA63(6) Verification of credentials ................................................................................  66 

WHA63(7) Election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the 
Executive Board................................................................................................  67 



Page 

 

 
- vii - 

WHA63(8) United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund: appointment of representatives to 
the WHO Staff Pension Committee .................................................................  67 

WHA63(9) Selection of the country in which the Sixty-fourth World Health Assembly 
would be held ...................................................................................................  67 

WHA63(10) Substandard/spurious/falsely-labelled/falsified/counterfeit medical products .  67 

 

ANNEXES 

1. Policy on WHO engagement with global health partnerships and hosting arrangements ....  77 

2. Text of amended Agreement between the Office International des Épizooties and the 
World Health Organization...................................................................................................  84 

3. Global strategy to reduce the harmful use of alcohol ...........................................................  85 

4. Set of recommendations on the marketing of foods and non-alcoholic beverages to 
children .................................................................................................................................  104 

5. WHO Global Code of Practice on the International Recruitment of Health Personnel ........  111 

6. Interventions to prevent or treat birth defects .......................................................................  118 

7. WHO strategy on research for health....................................................................................  119 

8. WHO Guiding Principles on Human Cell, Tissue and Organ Transplantation ....................  137 

9. Financial and administrative implications for the Secretariat of resolutions adopted by 
the Health Assembly .............................................................................................................  145 

 

 
_______________ 



 

 
- ix - 

 

 

 

AGENDA
1
 

 

PLENARY 

1. Opening of the Health Assembly 

1.1 Appointment of the Committee on Credentials 

1.2 Election of the President  

1.3 Election of the five Vice-Presidents, the Chairmen of the main committees, and 
establishment of the General Committee 

1.4 Adoption of the agenda and allocation of items to the main committees 

2. Report of the Executive Board on its 125th and 126th sessions 

3. Address by Dr Margaret Chan, Director-General 

4. Invited speaker 

5. [deleted] 

6. Executive Board: election 

7. Awards 

8. Reports of the main committees 

9. Closure of the Health Assembly 

COMMITTEE A 

10. Opening of the Committee2 

11. Technical and health matters 

11.1 Pandemic influenza preparedness: sharing of influenza viruses and access to vaccines and 
other benefits 

                                                      
1 Adopted at the second plenary meeting. 

2 Including election of Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteur. 



 SIXTY-THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 
 
 
 
 

 
- x - 

11.2 Implementation of the International Health Regulations (2005) 

11.3 Public health, innovation and intellectual property: global strategy and plan of action 

11.4 Monitoring of the achievement of the health-related Millennium Development Goals 

11.5 International recruitment of health personnel: draft global code of practice 

11.6 Infant and young child nutrition 

11.7 Birth defects 

11.8 Food safety 

11.9 Prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases: implementation of the global 
strategy 

11.10 Strategies to reduce the harmful use of alcohol 

11.11 Tuberculosis control 

• Progress and long-term planning 

• Prevention and control of multidrug-resistant tuberculosis and extensively  
drug-resistant tuberculosis 

11.12 Viral hepatitis 

11.13 Leishmaniasis control 

11.14 Chagas disease: control and elimination 

11.15 Global eradication of measles 

11.16 Smallpox eradication: destruction of variola virus stocks 

11.17 Availability, safety and quality of blood products 

11.18 Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management 

11.19 WHO’s role and responsibilities in health research 

11.20 Counterfeit medical products 

11.21 Human organ and tissue transplantation 

11.22 Strengthening the capacity of governments to constructively engage the private sector in 
providing essential health-care services 

11.23 Treatment and prevention of pneumonia 



 AGENDA  
 
 
 
 

 
- xi - 

11.24 Progress reports 

A. Poliomyelitis: mechanism for management of potential risks to eradication 
(resolution WHA61.1) 

B. Control of human African trypanosomiasis (resolution WHA57.2) 

C. Reproductive health: strategy to accelerate progress towards the attainment of 
international development goals and targets (resolution WHA57.12) 

D Rapid scaling up of health workforce production (resolution WHA59.23) 

E. Strengthening nursing and midwifery (resolution WHA59.27) 

F. Sustaining the elimination of iodine deficiency disorders (resolution WHA60.21) 

G. Multilingualism: implementation of action plan (resolution WHA61.12) 

H. Health of migrants (resolution WHA61.17) 

I. Climate change and health (resolution WHA61.19) 

J. Primary health care, including health system strengthening 
(resolution WHA62.12) 

13. Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east Jerusalem, and in the 
occupied Syrian Golan 

COMMITTEE B 

12. Opening of the Committee1 

13. [transferred to Committee A] 

14. Programme and budget matters 

14.1 Programme budget 2008–2009: performance assessment 

14.2 Eleventh General Programme of Work, 2006–2015 

15. Financial matters 

15.1 Financial report and audited financial statements for the period  
1 January 2008 – 31 December 2009 

                                                      
1 Including election of Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteur. 



 SIXTY-THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 
 
 
 
 

 
- xii - 

15.2 Status of collection of assessed contributions, including Member States in arrears in the 
payment of their contributions to an extent that would justify invoking Article 7 of the 
Constitution 

15.3  [deleted] 

15.4 Scale of assessments 2010–2011 

15.5  [deleted] 

15.6 Amendments to the Financial Regulations and Financial Rules 

15.7 Safety and security of staff and premises and the Capital Master Plan 

16. Audit and oversight matters 

16.1 Report of the External Auditor 

16.2 Report of the Internal Auditor 

17. Staffing matters 

17.1 The election of the Director-General of the World Health Organization 

17.2 Human resources: annual report 

17.3 Report of the International Civil Service Commission 

17.4 Amendments to the Staff Regulations and Staff Rules 

17.5  [deleted] 

17.6 Appointment of representatives to the WHO Staff Pension Committee 

18. Management and legal matters 

18.1 Partnerships 

18.2 Method of work of the governing bodies 

18.3 Agreements with intergovernmental organizations 

19. Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental organizations 

 

––––––––––––––– 
 



 

 
- xiii - 

 

 

 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

 

A63/1 Rev.1 Agenda1 

A63/2 Report of the Executive Board on its 125th and 126th sessions 

A63/3 Address by Dr Margaret Chan, Director-General to the Sixty-third World 
Health Assembly 

A63/4 Pandemic influenza preparedness: sharing of influenza viruses and access 
to vaccines and other benefits 

A63/5 and 
A63/5 Add.1 
 

Implementation of the International Health Regulations (2005) 

A63/6, A63/6 Add.1 
and A63/6 Add.2 

Public health, innovation and intellectual property: global  
strategy and plan of action. Report of the Expert Working Group on 
Research and Development Financing2 

A63/7 Monitoring of the achievement of the health-related Millennium 
Development Goals 

A63/8 International recruitment of health personnel: draft global code of 
practice3 

A63/9 Infant and young child nutrition 

A63/10 Birth defects4 

A63/11 Food safety 

A63/12 Prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases: implementation of 
the global strategy5 

A63/13 Strategies to reduce the harmful use of alcohol: draft global strategy6 

                                                      
1 See page ix. 

2 See Annex 9. 

3 See Annex 5. 

4 See Annex 6. 

5 See Annexes 4 and 9. 

6 See Annex 3. 



SIXTY-THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 
 
 
 
 

 
- xiv - 

A63/14 Tuberculosis control 

A63/15 Viral hepatitis 

A63/16 Leishmaniasis control 

A63/17 Chagas disease: control and elimination 

A63/17 Add.1 Report on financial and administrative implications for the Secretariat of 
resolutions proposed for adoption by the Executive Board or Health 
Assembly 

A63/18 Global eradication of measles 

A63/19 Smallpox eradication: destruction of variola virus stocks 

A63/20 Availability, safety and quality of blood products 

A63/21 Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management 

A63/22 WHO’s role and responsibilities in health research1 

A63/22 Add.1 Report on financial and administrative implications for the Secretariat of 
resolutions proposed for adoption by the Executive Board or Health 
Assembly 

A63/23 Counterfeit medical products 

A63/24 Human organ and tissue transplantation2 

A63/24 Add.1 Report on financial and administrative implications for the Secretariat of 
resolutions proposed for adoption by the Executive Board or Health 
Assembly 

A63/25 and 
A63/25 Corr.  

Strengthening the capacity of governments to constructively engage the 
private sector in providing essential health-care services 

A63/25 Add.1 Report on financial and administrative implications for the Secretariat of 
resolutions proposed for adoption by the Executive Board or Health 
Assembly 

A63/26 Treatment and prevention of pneumonia 

A63/27 Progress reports 

                                                      
1 See Annex 7. 

2 See Annex 8. 



LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
 
 
 
 

 
- xv - 

A63/28 Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east 
Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan1 

A63/29 Programme budget 2008–2009: performance assessment 

A63/30 Eleventh General Programme of Work, 2006–2015 

A63/31 Scale of assessments 2010–2011 

A63/32 Financial Report and Audited Financial Statements for the period 
1 January 2008 – 31 December 2009 

A63/33 Status of collection of assessed contributions, including Member States in 
arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent that would 
justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution 

A63/34 Amendments to the Financial Regulations 

A63/35 Safety and security of staff and premises and the Capital Master Plan: 
Safety and security of staff 

A63/36 Safety and security of staff and premises and the Capital Master Plan: The 
Capital Master Plan 

A63/37 Report of the External Auditor to the Health Asssembly 

A63/38 Report of the Internal Auditor 

A63/39 The election of the Director-General of the World Health Organization 

A63/40 Human resources: annual report 

A63/41 Report of the International Civil Service Commission 

A63/42 Amendments to the Staff Regulations and Staff Rules 

A63/43 Appointment of representatives to the WHO Pension Committee 

A63/44 and 
A63/44 Corr.1 

Partnerships2 

A63/44 Add.1 Report on financial and administrative implications for the Secretariat of 
resolutions proposed for adoption by the Executive Board or Health 
Assembly 

                                                      
1 See Annex 9. 

2 See Annex 1. 



SIXTY-THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 
 
 
 
 

 
- xvi - 

A63/45 Method of work of the governing bodies 

A63/46 Agreements with intergovernmental organizations1 

A63/47 Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other 
intergovernmental organizations 

A63/48 Pandemic influenza preparedness: sharing of influenza viruses and access 
to vaccines and other benefits 

A63/48 Add.1 Report on financial and administrative implications for the Secretariat of 
resolutions proposed for adoption by the Executive Board or Health 
Assembly 

A63/49 Programme budget 2008–2009: performance assessment. First report of 
the Programme, Budget and Administration Committee of the Executive 
Board to the Sixty-third World Health Assembly 

A63/50 Eleventh General Programme of Work, 2006–2015. Fifth report of the 
Programme, Budget and Administration Committee of the Executive 
Board to the Sixty-third World Health Assembly 

A63/51 Rev.1 Financial report and audited financial statements for the period 
1 January 2008 – 31 December 2009. Second report of the Programme, 
Budget and Administration Committee of the Executive Board to the 
Sixty-third World Health Assembly 

A63/52 Status of collection of assessed contributions, including Member States in 
arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent that would 
justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution. Sixth report of the 
Programme, Budget and Administration Committee of the Executive 
Board to the Sixty-third World Health Assembly 

A63/53 Amendments to the Financial Regulations and Financial Rules. Seventh 
report of the Programme, Budget and Administration Committee of the 
Executive Board to the Sixty-third World Health Assembly 

A63/54 Safety and security of staff and premises and the Capital Master Plan: 
safety and security of staff and premises. Third report of the Programme, 
Budget and Administration Committee of the Executive Board to the 
Sixty-third World Health Assembly 

A63/55 Safety and security of staff and premises and the Capital Master Plan: the 
Capital Master Plan. Fourth report of the Programme, Budget and 
Administration Committee of the Executive Board to the Sixty-third 
World Health Assembly 

                                                      
1 See Annex 2. 



LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
 
 
 
 

 
- xvii - 

A63/56 Rev.1 Report of the External Auditor. Eighth report of the Programme, Budget 
and Administration Committee of the Executive Board to the Sixty-third 
World Health Assembly 

A63/57 Report of the Internal Auditor. Ninth report of the Programme, Budget 
and Administration Committee of the Executive Board to the Sixty-third 
World Health Assembly 

A63/58 First report of Committee A 

A63/59 Second report of Committee A 

A63/60 Committee on Credentials. First Report 

A63/61 Election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the 
Executive Board 

A63/62 First report of Committee B 

A63/63 Third report of Committee A 

A63/64 Fourth report of Committee A 

A63/65 Second report of Committee B 

A63/66 Fifth report of Committee A 

  

Information documents 

A63/INF.DOC./1 Pandemic influenza preparedness: sharing of influenza viruses and access 
to vaccines and other benefits 

A63/INF.DOC./2 International recruitment of health personnel: draft global code of practice 

A63/INF.DOC./3 Counterfeit medical products 

A63/INF.DOC./4 Voluntary contributions by fund and by donor for the financial period 
2008–2009 

A63/INF.DOC./5 Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east 
Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan 

A63/INF.DOC./6 Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east 
Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan 

A63/INF.DOC./7 Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east 
Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan 

A63/INF.DOC./8 Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east 
Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan 



SIXTY-THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 
 
 
 
 

 
- xviii - 

Diverse 

A63/DIV/1 Rev.1 List of delegates and other participants 

A63/DIV/2 Guide for delegates to the World Health Assembly 

A63/DIV/3 Decisions and list of resolutions 

A63/DIV/4 List of documents 

A63/DIV/5 Address by Mrs Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President of the Republic of 
Liberia to the Sixty-third World Health Assembly 

A63/DIV/6 Address by Mr Ray Chambers, United Nations Secretary-General’s 
Special Envoy for Malaria to the Sixty-third World Health Assembly 

 

_______________



 

 
- xix - 

 

 

 

OFFICERS OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND 

MEMBERSHIP OF ITS COMMITTEES 

 

President 

Mr M. ZENAIDI (Tunisia) 

Vice-Presidents 

Dra. M.I. RODRÍGUEZ (El Salvador) 
Dr R. SEZIBERA (Rwanda) 
Dr R. AKDAĞ (Turkey) 
Mrs G.A.A. GIDLOW (Samoa) 
Professor MYA OO (Myanmar) 

Secretary 

Dr M. CHAN, Director-General 

Committee on Credentials 

The Committee on Credentials was 
composed of delegates of the following 
Member States: Angola, Austria, Bangladesh, 
Eritrea, Israel, Nauru, Nicaragua, Singapore, 
Somalia, The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Trinidad and Tobago, and Zambia. 

Chairman: Dr B. BLAHA (Austria) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr S.A. ALI (Bangladesh) 
Secretary: Mr X. DANEY (Legal Officer) 

General Committee 

The General Committee was composed of 
the President and Vice-Presidents of the 
Health Assembly and the Chairmen of the 
main committees, together with delegates of 
the following Member States: Burkina Faso, 
Cap Verde, Chad, Chile, China, Cuba, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Estonia, 

France, Jamaica, Jordan, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Russian Federation, Spain, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
Tanzania, and United States of America. 

Chairman: Mr M. ZENAIDI (Tunisia) 
Secretary: Dr M. CHAN, Director-General 

MAIN COMMITTEES 

Under Rule 35 of the Rules of Procedure of 
the World Health Assembly, each delegation 
was entitled to be represented on each main 
committee by one of its members. 

Committee A 

Chairman: Dr M. MUGITANI (Japan) 
Vice-Chairmen: Mr U. SCHOLTEN (Germany) 

and Dr D. CHIRIBOGA (Ecuador) 
Rapporteur: Dr P. MISHRA (Nepal) 
Secretary: Dr Q.M. ISLAM, Director, Making 

Pregnancy Safer 

Committee B 

Chairman: Dr W. JAYANTHA (Sri Lanka) 
Vice-Chairmen: Dr G.J. KOMBA-KONO 

(Sierra Leone) and  
Dr N. EL SAYED (Egypt) 

Rapporteur: Dr A.-P. SANNE (Norway) 
Co-Secretaries: Dr M. DAYRIT, Director, 

Human Resources for Health; and  
Mr C. ONDARI, Coordinator, Medicines 
Access and Rational Use 
 

_______________




