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Amendment to Article 2 of the Constitution

Comments from regional committees on a proposal by the special
group of the Executive Board for thereview of the Constitution

1 At its 101st session, the Executive Board adopted decision EB101(3) requesting the Director-
General to ensure that the revised text of Article 2, as contained in the report of the specia group for the
review of the Congtitution, was reviewed at al levels of the Organization during the course of 1998, and
to submit to the Executive Board at its 103rd session afina text reflecting this broad consultative process.

2. The regional committees were to consider the text of the draft Article 2, and comments and
proposals were received from the regional committees for Africa, Europe, South-East Asiaand the Western
Pacific. Inview of the number and range of the comments and proposals, it was felt best to present the
draft of Article 2, together with the comments by the regional committees and the text of each proposed
amendment (set forth in the Annex). With thisinformation in hand, it was felt that the Executive Board
would be in a better position to decide on the next step with respect to amendment of this article.

ACTION BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

3. The Board may wish to consider the comments and proposed amendments to draft Article 2 from
the regional committees.
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ANNEX

COMMENTSAND PROPOSED AMENDMENTSTO DRAFT
ARTICLE 20F THE WHO CONSTITUTION

Amendments proposed by the African and Western Pecific regions are individually identified by
footnotes. In view of the large number of proposed amendments from the South-East Asia Region, only
the first one is identified by a footnote, and al are presented in italics. In the case of the Regiona
Committee for Europe, it made the following general comment in response to the view of its Standing
Committee that the text should be worded in as simple and general manner as possible:

It was generally felt that the text should be sufficiently detailed, while using inclusive terminology
to avoid the need for frequent revision. One delegation suggested that a special group of the Board
should be set up to reconsider the guestion in a more comprehensive manner and give a fuller
explanation of the proposed changes. That would not be a problem, since the matter was not of
high priority. The Committee agreed with those views and asked for them to be transmitted to the
Executive Board.

The text of the draft article is as follows:

In order to achieve its objectives the functions of the Organization shall be:

1 TO ACT ASTHE DIRECTING AND COORDINATING AUTHORITY ON INTERNATIONAL
HEALTH ANDHN-SO-DOING,!

(@
(b)

(©)

(d)

()

to provide leadership in health;

to develop an effective parthership partnerships with Member States in pursuit of global
hedlth;

to suppert collaborate with Member States in formulating, implementing, monitoring? and
evaluating their health policies;

to establish and maintain effective collaboration with the United Nations, the specialized
agencies, and other international and intergovernmental bodies;

to work with, and promote cooperation between among, professional groups, and non-
governmentd organizations and others that are concer ned with activeir-thefietd-of health;

! Proposed amendment from aregional consultation of the South-East Asia Region, which was considered by the
Regional Committee at its Fifty-first session and forwarded to the Director-General for her consideration.

2 Amendment proposed by the Programme Subcommittee of the Regional Committee for Africa and noted by the
Regional Committee at its Forty-eighth session.

2
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and health-related work ane-where-hecessary to mobilize them for international health
action.!

2. TO LEAD INTERNATIONAL HEALTH POLHESY DEVELOPMENT? BY,

(& providing to provide global surveillance and early warning systems for transnational threats
to health;

(b) eottating to collate and disseminating disseminate health and health-related data exploiting
advances in communication technology ant-assessments-of disease treatrments;

collating and disseminating data and assessments ef on diseases, including their treatments;”

(b)bis to provide evidence-based information and tools for health promotion, prevention, treatment
and rehabilitation:;

(o) identifying to formulate and testing test strategies to eradicate of and control communicable
diseases,

(d) identifying to identify determinants of health status as a basis for health programmes
devel opment and equitabl e resource altecations-allocation;

(e) destgning to develop preventive programmes and control strategies to combat ether

emerging, re-emerging and future threats to heal thetudingtifestyte diseases-mentat-itthess
ant-substanee-abuse;

designing preventive programmes to combat other threats to hedth, including lifestyle
di seasesmenta-itness-and-substance-abuse;

() desgningprogrammesto formulate strategies for the prevention and management, including
rehabilitative aspects, of noncommunicable diseases,

(g) advaneing to advance hedth research and its utilisation through stimulation, motivation and;
whereecessary, coordination of research aetivitres strategies;

(h) eoHatingto collate and dissemirating disseminate data-on-destrable-and-appropriate
information on strategies and methods efteaching for education and training, and

deployment in the health and health-related professions.

! The Programme Subcommittee of the Regional Committee for Africa observed that although this subparagraph was
relevant to broad function 1, it was equally important that WHO should work with, and promote cooperation between,
professional groups and nongovernmental organizations active in health at national level.

2 The Subcommittee of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific felt that there should be a specific reference
to health promotion and protection somewhere in this section. This proposal was transmitted to the Director-Genera by the
Regional Committee for further consideration.

¥ Amendment proposed by the Programme Subcommittee of the Regional Committee for Africa and noted by the
Regional Committee at its Forty-eighth session.

4 1dem.
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3. TO SERVE ASTHE INTERNATIONAL AGENCY FOR SETTING AND MONITORING
NORMS AND STANDARDSIN HEALTH BY,

(& proepeshg to propose conventions, agreements and regulations, advise on legislation, and
fakifg to make recommendations with respect to international health matters, and te
perform such duties as may be assigned thereby to the Organization and are consistent

with its ebjeetives objective;

(b) establishing to establish and revistg review asfeeessary international nomenclatures for
diseases, of causes of death, and of public health practices;

(c) devetoping,estabtishing to develop, establish, promote and premeting monitor
international standards with respect to feeek* biological, pharmaceutical, chemical? and

similar products and for health devices and health technologies;

(d) devetoping;,estabtishing to develop, establish and premeting promote internationa ethical
standards in all aspects of health practice and research.

4. TO COOPERATE WITH MEMBER STATES, PRHMARHY-THROUGHNAHONAEHEAETH
ABMHINISTRAHONS-ANDUPONREQUEST, BY PROVIDING ADVICE AND TECHNICAL
COOPERATION,

(@ enwaysto-strengthen to develop and improve sustainable health systems ang+esourees,

(b) enenhaneng to enhance policy-making, management capability and accountability
within their health systems,

to develop strategies for disease

(©)

prevention and eradlcatl on;

(d) tocollaboratein explicit health emergencies, on a short-term basis;

(e) entocollaboratein any other areas of concern to Member Sates and the-Organization’s
funettoristhe Organization on health

5. TOACT ASTHE INTERNATIONAL ADVOCATE FOR HEALTH FOR ALL BY
PROMOHANGPARTHEUGEARLY

(a)  accessibility to health care;®

! This proposed deletion of “food” by the South-East Asia regional consultation was accompanied by the following
note: “food’ is a concern proper to other international agencies and is therefore not proposed for direct referencedn the WH
Constitution; however, WHQO's related collaboration and contribution could be set out in the General Programmes of Work.”

2 Amendment proposed by the Programme Subcommittee of the Regional Committee for Africa and noted by the
Regional Committee at its Forty-eighth session.

% A proposal to add a new paragraph, with all subsequent subparagraphs being renumbered accordingly, transmitted to
the Director-General by the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific for further consideration.
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(ab) thepursditof to pursue equity in health outcomes-ane-the by equitable international
mobilization and management of health resources;

(bc) toadvocate the centrality of primary health care within health systems;

(ed) topromote intersectoral responsesto health challenges;

(de) to promote health premetion and disease prevention; in all settings with-particttar

health promotion and prevention protection, with particular reference to environmental,
occupational and nutritional health, ard combating of violence and substance abuse and to
communicable and non-communicable diseases;?

(ef) tofocus attention te on the health needs at the most vulnerable heatth stages of the life
cycle tehitdhood,maternity,otd-age);

(fg) devetepmentof to develop an informed public opinion on health among al peoples;

(g h) resoureetmebitization to mobilize resources for health and health-related areas.

=2

GENERALLY TO TAKE ANY OTHER NECESSARY ACTION TO ATTAIN THE
OBJECTIVE OF THE ORGANIZATION?

! Proposed correction of the text transmitted to the Director-General by the Regional Committee for the Western
Pecific for further consideration.

2 Amendment proposed by the Programme Subcommittee of the Regional Committee for Africa and noted by the
Regional Committee at its Forty-eighth session.

% |dem.
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