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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

The Seventy-ninth World Health Assembly, 

 

Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of WHO is the attainment by all 

peoples of the highest possible level of health, and that Sustainable Development 

Goal 3 aims at ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages; 

 

Acknowledging that Taiwan contributed greatly to combating the COVID-19 

pandemic and responding to the health emergency in Ukraine, that Taiwan 

provides timely medical and humanitarian aid to countries in need, and that 

Taiwan’s public health experience and expertise are valuable to efforts to make 

global health architecture more resilient and improve prevention, preparedness, and 

response for future pandemics; 

 

Expressing grave concern that Taiwan, an indispensable member of the 

international community and a provider of international humanitarian assistance to 

numerous WHO member states, is not fully included in all WHO technical 

meetings, mechanisms, and activities, including the Pandemic Agreement;  

 

Recalling that from 2009 to 2016, Taiwan, a force for good in the world, was 

invited to participate in the WHA as an observer, making constructive 

contributions to global health security; 

 

Recognizing that only when Taiwan is directly and properly included in the 

international community’s collective efforts to combat disease can WHO’s 

ultimate goal of Health for All be achieved; and 

 

Realizing that in the fight against emerging diseases, WHO must remain informed 

of all health concerns worldwide and be able to obtain and disseminate relevant 

data needed to prevent, monitor, and respond to epidemics and other diseases; 

 

Hereby invites Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an 

observer.
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Explanatory memorandum    

 

29th April, 2026 

 

Proposal submitted by Belize 

 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

 

Belize considers that a discussion at the 79th World Health Assembly on Taiwan’s 

participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons:  

 

Relevance  

◼  The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3—ensuring 

healthy lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030—and the 

implementation of the International Health Regulations (2005). 

◼  Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue, not a political one. 

Taiwan was invited to participate in the WHA as an observer for eight 

consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its participation was widely recognized 

and acclaimed.  

◼  Taiwan has demonstrated that it is an indispensable member of the 

international community, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Taiwan continues to share resources and knowledge with and offer technical 

assistance to WHO member states. 

⚫  In 2013 and 2017, respectively, Taiwan made notification of and shared 

information on H6N1 and H7N9 avian influenza cases, as well as virus gene 

sequences once they were confirmed, which helped other countries make 

appropriate preparations. 

⚫  In December 2019, Taiwan’s disease surveillance system picked up a notice 

issued regarding pneumonia of unknown cause in China and reported it to 

WHO. This important alert was one of the first that WHO received 

concerning COVID-19, as noted in the main report of the Independent Panel 

for Pandemic Preparedness and Response. The experience of COVID-19 

demonstrated that the present global health governance framework could be 

more effective by including all parties in responding to threats to global 
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health. Therefore, it is critical that countries across the globe unite to bolster 

health governance. 

⚫  Taiwan manufacturer Medigen Vaccine Biologics Corp. was the first private 

manufacturer to license its COVID-19 vaccine technology to the WHO 

COVID-19 Technology Access Pool and the United Nations-backed 

Medicines Patent Pool. This demonstrates that Taiwan has world-class 

biotechnology and medical treatments that can contribute to global health 

security. 

⚫  Taiwan has been contributing to global efforts to realize the right to health. 

These efforts include improving medical care in small South Pacific island 

nations; enhancing nutrition for women and children affected by an 

earthquake in Haiti; training aid workers to provide psychological support 

to Ukrainian refugee women and children in Romania; bolstering climate 

change adaptability in the Caribbean; and improving access to water, 

sanitation, and hygiene at healthcare facilities in Kenya. Furthermore, 

Taiwan has provided humanitarian assistance through postdisaster recovery 

and reconstruction efforts in the Philippines, Japan, Hawaii, Türkiye, 

Indonesia, Haiti, and Nepal. 

⚫  Taiwan is a global leader in medical technology and digital health. By 

enhancing health information systems in Paraguay, collaborating with Palau 

National Hospital on smart healthcare, and introducing smart healthcare 

facilities in Eswatini, Taiwan has demonstrated a commitment to helping 

partner countries improve their health systems. Including Taiwan in WHO 

would add valuable expertise and advance smart, resilient, and inclusive 

healthcare worldwide. 

⚫  Taiwan is committed to achieving universal health coverage and has 

consistently improved the quality of its healthcare system in line with WHO 

recommendations. Taiwan has ranked first in Numbeo’s Health Care Index 

since 2019 and has been named the best healthcare system by CEOWORLD 

since 2023. Taiwan’s National Health Insurance system, supported by an 

integrated database and robust digital infrastructure, played a key role in 

Taiwan’s effective pandemic response by enabling real-time data use and 

efficient resource coordination. Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO—especially its 

substantive involvement in mechanisms such as the Global Digital Health 

Certificate Network (GDHCN), Alliance for Food Safety, International 
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Health Regulation (IHR), WHO Coronavirus Network (CoViNet), WHO 

Emergency Medical Team, and WHO Pandemic Agreement—would greatly 

benefit the global health system, particularly in the fight against 

communicable diseases. 

⚫  My government urges WHO to maintain a professional and neutral stance, 

set aside political considerations, and include Taiwan in all technical 

meetings, mechanisms, and activities, and to invite Taiwan to participate in 

the WHA as an observer. 









Explanatory Memorandum    

 

(6 May 2026) 

  

Proposal submitted by the Kingdom of Eswatini 

  

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

  

The Kingdom of Eswatini considers that a discussion at the 79th World Health Assembly on 

Taiwan’s participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons:  

  

Relevance  

◼  The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3—ensuring healthy lives 

and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030—and the implementation of the 

International Health Regulations (2005). 

◼  Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue, not a political one. Taiwan was invited to 

participate in the WHA as an observer for eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its 

participation was widely recognized and acclaimed.  

◼  Taiwan has demonstrated that it is an indispensable member of the international community, 

particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic. Taiwan continues to share resources and 

knowledge with and offer technical assistance to WHO member states. 

⚫  In 2013 and 2017, respectively, Taiwan made notification of and shared information on 

H6N1 and H7N9 avian influenza cases, as well as virus gene sequences once they were 

confirmed, which helped other countries make appropriate preparations. 

⚫  In December 2019, Taiwan’s disease surveillance system picked up a notice issued 

regarding pneumonia of unknown cause in China and reported it to WHO. This important 

alert was one of the first that WHO received concerning COVID-19, as noted in the main 

report of the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response. The 

experience of COVID-19 demonstrated that the present global health governance 

framework could be more effective by including all parties in responding to threats to global 

health. Therefore, it is critical that countries across the globe unite to bolster health 

governance. 

⚫  Taiwan manufacturer Medigen Vaccine Biologics Corp. was the first private manufacturer 

to license its COVID-19 vaccine technology to the WHO COVID-19 Technology Access 

Pool and the United Nations-backed Medicines Patent Pool. This demonstrates that 

Taiwan has world-class biotechnology and medical treatments that can contribute to global 

health security. 



⚫  Taiwan has been contributing to global efforts to realize the right to health. These efforts 

include improving medical care in small South Pacific island nations; enhancing nutrition 

for women and children affected by an earthquake in Haiti; training aid workers to provide 

psychological support to Ukrainian refugee women and children in Romania; bolstering 

climate change adaptability in the Caribbean; and improving access to water, sanitation, 

and hygiene at healthcare facilities in Kenya. Furthermore, Taiwan has provided 

humanitarian assistance through postdisaster recovery and reconstruction efforts in the 

Philippines, Japan, Hawaii, Türkiye, Indonesia, Haiti, and Nepal. 

⚫  Taiwan is a global leader in medical technology and digital health. By enhancing health 

information systems in Paraguay, collaborating with Palau National Hospital on smart 

healthcare, and introducing smart healthcare facilities in Eswatini, Taiwan has 

demonstrated a commitment to helping partner countries improve their health systems. 

Including Taiwan in WHO would add valuable expertise and advance smart, resilient, and 

inclusive healthcare worldwide. 

⚫  Taiwan is committed to achieving universal health coverage and has consistently 

improved the quality of its healthcare system in line with WHO recommendations. Taiwan 

has ranked first in Numbeo’s Health Care Index since 2019 and has been named the best 

healthcare system by CEOWORLD since 2023. Taiwan’s National Health Insurance 

system, supported by an integrated database and robust digital infrastructure, played a key 

role in Taiwan’s effective pandemic response by enabling real-time data use and efficient 

resource coordination. Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO—especially its substantive involvement 

in mechanisms such as the Global Digital Health Certificate Network (GDHCN), Alliance 

for Food Safety, International Health Regulation (IHR), WHO Coronavirus Network 

(CoViNet), WHO Emergency Medical Team, and WHO Pandemic Agreement—would 

greatly benefit the global health system, particularly in the fight against communicable 

diseases. 

⚫  My Government urges WHO to maintain a professional and neutral stance, set aside 

political considerations, and include Taiwan in all technical meetings, mechanisms, and 

activities, and to invite Taiwan to participate in the WHA as an observer. 

 



Translated from Spanish 
 
 
Government of the Republic of Guatemala 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the United Nations, Geneva, Switzerland  
 
No. M1-OE/2/1242 
 
 
 
The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the United Nations Office and other international 
organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the World Health Organization and 
has the honour to transmit herewith the note from the Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Ambassador Maria Luisa Ramirez Coronado, to His Excellency Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health Organization, relating to the request for 
the inclusion on the provisional agenda of the Seventy-ninth World Health Assembly of a 
supplementary item entitled “Inviting Taiwan to participate in the Seventy-ninth World 
Health Assembly as an observer”, in accordance with Article 12 of the Rules of Procedure 
of the World Health Assembly. 
 
The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the United Nations Office and other international 
organizations in Geneva would be grateful to the Secretariat of the World Health 
Organization for its assistance in transmitting the note to the Director-General, Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus. 
 
The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the United Nations Office and other international 
organizations in Geneva takes this opportunity to convey to the World Health Organization 
the renewed assurances of its highest consideration. 
 
Geneva, 11 May 2026 
 
 
 
World Health Organization 
Geneva, Switzerland 



Translated from Spanish 
 
 
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Guatemala City 
 
Ref. SUBONU-968-2026 
Guatemala City, 8 May 2026 
 
Dear Dr Tedros, 
 
I have the honour to write to you in connection with the Seventy-ninth World Health 
Assembly, to be held from 18 to 23 May 2026 at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 
 
In this context, I wish to note the importance of including all interested parties in efforts to 
address health emergencies, strengthen health systems and prevent diseases. I also 
highlight the work done by the Republic of China (Taiwan) in the form of international 
cooperation, which has enabled other Member States to strengthen their national health 
systems with a view to achieving universal health coverage. 
 
Accordingly, I hereby request the inclusion on the provisional agenda of the World Health 
Assembly of a supplementary item entitled “Inviting Taiwan to participate in the Seventy-
ninth World Health Assembly as an observer”, in accordance with Article 12 of the Rules of 
Procedure of the World Health Assembly. 
 
I take this opportunity to renew, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 
 
(Signed) Maria Luisa Ramirez Coronado 
Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs 
 
 
His Excellency  
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus  
Office of the Director-General of the World Health Organization 











Translated from French 
 
Republic of Haiti 
Permanent Mission of Haiti to the United Nations Office and other international 
organizations in Geneva 
 
MPH-ONUG/CFP/0290-2026 
 
 
The Permanent Mission of Haiti to the United Nations Office and other international 
organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the World Health Organization (WHO) 
and has the honour to transmit herewith a note dated 8 May 2026 from the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Haiti, Her Excellency Ms Raina FORBIN, relating to the support of the 
Republic of Haiti for the participation of the Republic of China (Taiwan) at the Seventy-ninth 
World Health Assembly (WHA), to be held in Geneva, Switzerland, from 18 to 23 May 2026. 
 
Please find attached a draft resolution as well as an explanatory memorandum. 
 
The Permanent Mission of Haiti to the United Nations Office and other international 
organizations in Geneva takes this opportunity to convey to the World Health Organization 
the renewed assurances of its highest consideration. 
 
 
Geneva, 11 May 2026 
 
 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO) 
  



Translated from French 
 
Republic of Haiti 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship  
The Minister 
 
Port-au-Prince, 8 May 2026 
EC/0732 
 
Dear Dr Tedros, 
 
I have the honour, in advance of the Seventy-ninth World Health Assembly (WHA), of 
expressing the support of Government of Haiti for the participation of the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) as an observer to the Seventy-ninth World Health Assembly. 
 
The expertise of Taiwan in terms of epidemiological surveillance, health crisis management 
and development of medical technology is a precious resource of which the Organization 
and its Member States must not be deprived. 
 
The technical participation of Taiwan would enable: 
 

- Real-time information sharing on emerging health threats; 
- Increased collaboration on the health-related sustainable development goals; and 
- Recognition of the Taiwanese health model as a source of inspiration for various 

health systems. 
 
I am convinced that the presence of Taiwan in Geneva will increase the effectiveness of our 
discussions and serve the best interests of global public health. 
 
Please accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration. 
 
 
(Signed) 
[For] Raina Forbin 
 
 
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO)  



Translated from French 
 
 
Explanatory memorandum 
 
11 May 2026 
 
Proposal submitted by the Republic of Haiti 
 
Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 
 
The Republic of Haiti considers that a discussion at the 79th World Health Assembly on 
Taiwan’s participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons: 
 
Relevance 

▪ The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3 – ensuring 
healthy lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030 – and the 
implementation of the International Health Regulations (2005). 

▪ Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue, not a political one. Taiwan was 
invited to participate in the WHA as an observer for eight consecutive years from 
2009 to 2016. Its participation was widely recognized and acclaimed. 

▪ Taiwan has demonstrated that it is an indispensable member of the international 
community, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic. Taiwan continues to share 
resources and knowledge with and offer technical assistance to WHO Member 
States. 

• In 2013 and 2017, Taiwan made notification of and shared information on 
H6N1 and H7N9 avian influenza cases as well as virus gene sequences once 
they were confirmed, which helped other countries make appropriate 
preparations. 

• In December 2019, Taiwan’s disease surveillance system picked up a notice 
issued by China regarding pneumonia of unknown cause and reported it to 
WHO. This important alert was one of the first that WHO received concerning 
COVID-19, as noted in the main report of the Independent Panel for 
Pandemic Preparedness and Response. Although COVID-19 is no longer a 
public health emergency of international concern, the experience 
demonstrated that the present global health governance framework is not 
effective in responding to threats to global health. Therefore, it is critical that 
countries across the globe unite to bolster health governance. 



• Taiwan manufacturer Medigen Vaccine Biologics Corp. was the first private 
manufacturer to license its COVID-19 vaccine technology to the WHO 
COVID-19 Technology Access Pool and the United Nations-backed 
Medicines Patent Pool. This demonstrates that Taiwan has world-class 
biotechnology and medical treatments that can contribute to global health 
security. 

• Taiwan has been contributing to global efforts to realize the right to health. 
These efforts include improving medical care in small South Pacific island 
nations; enhancing nutrition for women and children affected by an 
earthquake in Haiti; training aid workers to provide psychological support to 
Ukrainian refugee women and children in Romania; bolstering climate 
change adaptability in the Caribbean; and improving access to water, 
sanitation and hygiene at healthcare facilities in Kenya. Furthermore, Taiwan 
has provided humanitarian assistance through post-disaster recovery and 
reconstruction efforts in the Philippines, Japan, Hawaii, Türkiye, Indonesia, 
Haiti and Nepal. 

• Taiwan is a global leader in medical technology and digital health. By 
enhancing health information systems in Paraguay, collaborating with Palau 
National Hospital on smart healthcare and introducing smart healthcare 
facilities in Eswatini, Taiwan has demonstrated a commitment to helping 
partner countries to improve their health systems. Including Taiwan in WHO 
would add valuable expertise and advance smart, resilient, and inclusive 
healthcare worldwide.  

• Taiwan is committed to achieving universal health coverage and has 
consistently improved the quality of its healthcare system in line with WHO 
recommendations. Taiwan has ranked first in Numbeo’s Health Care Index 
since 2019 and has been named the top healthcare system by CEOWORLD 
since 2023. Taiwan’s National Health Insurance system, supported by an 
integrated database and robust digital infrastructure, played a key role in 
Taiwan’s effective pandemic response by enabling real-time data use and 
efficient resource coordination. Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO – especially its 
substantive involvement in mechanisms such as the Global Digital Health 
Certificate Network (GDHCN), the Alliance for Food Safety, the International 
Health Regulations (IHR), the WHO Coronavirus Network (CoViNet), the 
WHO Emergency Medical Team and the WHO Pandemic Agreement – would 
greatly benefit the global health system, particularly in the fight against 
communicable diseases. 



• My Government urges WHO to maintain a professional and neutral stance, to 
set aside political considerations and to include Taiwan in all technical 
meetings, mechanisms and activities, and to invite Taiwan to participate in 
the WHA as an observer. 





















DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

The Seventy-ninth World Health Assembly, 

 

Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of WHO is the attainment by all peoples of the 

highest possible level of health, and that Sustainable Development Goal 3 aims at ensuring 

healthy lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages; 

 

Acknowledging that Taiwan contributed greatly to combating the COVID-19 pandemic and 

responding to the health emergency in Ukraine, that Taiwan provides timely medical and 

humanitarian aid to countries in need, and that Taiwan’s public health experience and expertise 

are valuable to efforts to make global health architecture more resilient and improve 

prevention, preparedness, and response for future pandemics; 

 

Expressing grave concern that Taiwan, an indispensable member of the international 

community and a provider of international humanitarian assistance to numerous WHO member 

states, is not fully included in all WHO technical meetings, mechanisms, and activities, including 

the Pandemic Agreement;  

 

Recalling that from 2009 to 2016, Taiwan, a force for good in the world, was invited to 

participate in the WHA as an observer, making constructive contributions to global health 

security; 

 

Recognizing that only when Taiwan is directly and properly included in the international 

community’s collective efforts to combat disease can WHO’s ultimate goal of Health for All be 

achieved; and 

 

Realizing that in the fight against emerging diseases, WHO must remain informed of all health 

concerns worldwide and be able to obtain and disseminate relevant data needed to prevent, 

monitor, and respond to epidemics and other diseases; 

 

Hereby invites Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer. 

 



Explanatory Memorandum    

 

07 May 2026 

 

Proposal submitted by the Republic of Palau 

 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

 

The Republic of Palau considers that a discussion at the 79th World Health Assembly on 

Taiwan’s participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons:  

 

Relevance  

 

◼  The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3—ensuring healthy lives 

and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030—and the implementation of the 

International Health Regulations (2005). 

 

◼  Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue, not a political one. Taiwan was invited 

to participate in the WHA as an observer for eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. 

Its participation was widely recognized and acclaimed.  

 

◼  Taiwan has demonstrated that it is an indispensable member of the international 

community, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic. Taiwan continues to share 

resources and knowledge with and offer technical assistance to WHO member states. 

 

⚫  In 2013 and 2017, respectively, Taiwan made notification of and shared information on 

H6N1 and H7N9 avian influenza cases, as well as virus gene sequences once they were 

confirmed, which helped other countries make appropriate preparations. 

 

⚫  In December 2019, Taiwan’s disease surveillance system picked up a notice issued 

regarding pneumonia of unknown cause in China and reported it to WHO. This important 



alert was one of the first that WHO received concerning COVID-19, as noted in the main 

report of the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response. The 

experience of COVID-19 demonstrated that the present global health governance 

framework could be more effective by including all parties in responding to threats to 

global health. Therefore, it is critical that countries across the globe unite to bolster 

health governance. 

 

⚫  Taiwan manufacturer Medigen Vaccine Biologics Corp. was the first private 

manufacturer to license its COVID-19 vaccine technology to the WHO COVID-19 

Technology Access Pool and the United Nations-backed Medicines Patent Pool. This 

demonstrates that Taiwan has world-class biotechnology and medical treatments that 

can contribute to global health security. 

 

⚫  Taiwan has been contributing to global efforts to realize the right to health. These efforts 

include improving medical care in small South Pacific island nations; enhancing nutrition 

for women and children affected by an earthquake in Haiti; training aid workers to 

provide psychological support to Ukrainian refugee women and children in Romania; 

bolstering climate change adaptability in the Caribbean; and improving access to water, 

sanitation, and hygiene at healthcare facilities in Kenya. Furthermore, Taiwan has 

provided humanitarian assistance through postdisaster recovery and reconstruction 

efforts in the Philippines, Japan, Hawaii, Türkiye, Indonesia, Haiti, and Nepal. 

 

⚫  Taiwan is a global leader in medical technology and digital health. By enhancing health 

information systems in Paraguay, collaborating with Palau National Hospital on smart 

healthcare, and introducing smart healthcare facilities in Eswatini, Taiwan has 

demonstrated a commitment to helping partner countries improve their health systems. 

Including Taiwan in WHO would add valuable expertise and advance smart, resilient, 

and inclusive healthcare worldwide. 

 

⚫  Taiwan is committed to achieving universal health coverage and has consistently 

improved the quality of its healthcare system in line with WHO recommendations. Taiwan 



has ranked first in Numbeo’s Health Care Index since 2019 and has been named the 

best healthcare system by CEOWORLD since 2023. Taiwan’s National Health Insurance 

system, supported by an integrated database and robust digital infrastructure, played a 

key role in Taiwan’s effective pandemic response by enabling real-time data use and 

efficient resource coordination. Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO—especially its substantive 

involvement in mechanisms such as the Global Digital Health Certificate Network 

(GDHCN), Alliance for Food Safety, International Health Regulation (IHR), WHO 

Coronavirus Network (CoViNet), WHO Emergency Medical Team, and WHO Pandemic 

Agreement—would greatly benefit the global health system, particularly in the fight 

against communicable diseases. 

 

⚫  My government urges WHO to maintain a professional and neutral stance, set aside 

political considerations, and include Taiwan in all technical meetings, mechanisms, and 

activities, and to invite Taiwan to participate in the WHA as an observer. 

 



Translated from Spanish 
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Paraguay 
 
Permanent Mission of Paraguay to the United Nations Office and other international 
organizations in Geneva 
 
MPG/OI/No. 44/2026 
 
Ref.: transmitting a note from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Paraguay to the WHO 
Director-General  
 
 
The Permanent Mission of Paraguay to the United Nations Office and other international 
organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the World Health Organization (WHO) 
and refers to the Seventy-ninth World Health Assembly, to be held in Geneva from 18 to 23 
May 2026. 
 
In this regard, the Permanent Mission transmits a copy of the note from the Deputy Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Paraguay, Ambassador Victor Verdún, to His 
Excellency Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health 
Organization. 
 
The Permanent Mission of Paraguay to the United Nations Office and other international 
organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the World Health 
Organization (WHO) the assurances of its highest consideration. 
 
 
(Signed) 
 
Geneva, 7 May 2026 
 
To the  
World Health Organization (WHO) 
Geneva, Swiss Confederation 
RCR/arc/sp 



Translated from Spanish 
 
Republic of Paraguay 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 
VMRE/DGPM/DOI/No. 194/2026 
 
Asunción, 7 May 2026 
 
 
Dear Dr Tedros, 
 
I have the honour to write to Your Excellency to request the inclusion of the item “Inviting 
Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer” as a supplementary 
item on the provisional agenda of the Seventy-ninth session of the World Health Assembly 
(WHA). 
 
In this respect, the Government of the Republic of Paraguay wishes to reiterate its view that 
addressing the participation of the Republic of China (Taiwan) in the World Health 
Assembly constitutes a timely and necessary matter. Therefore, it is important to highlight 
that the inclusion of Taiwan in the Health Assembly as an observer between the years 2009 
and 2016 was widely valued by the international community, as it made a significant 
contribution to strengthening cooperation in global health. 
 
It is also important to underscore that Taiwan has shown itself to be a relevant and 
indispensable actor in international public health promotion, especially in the context of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Its capacity for sharing information, resources and technical 
assistance with other Member States has demonstrated the added value of its 
participation in multilateral health platforms. 
 
In this context, the participation of Taiwan in the Organization’s mechanisms, networks and 
technical activities, as well as its possible inclusion as an observer in the World Health 
Assembly, would help to strengthen international cooperation and contribute in a 
substantive manner to the common goal of ensuring a more resilient, inclusive and 
effective global health system. 
 



For these reasons, the Government of Paraguay encourages the World Health Organization 
to maintain a technical and neutral approach that favours participation of all relevant 
actors for the benefit of global public health. 
 
I wish to take this opportunity to convey, Your Excellency, the renewed assurances of my 
highest consideration. 
 
(Signed)  
Ambassador Victor Verdún 
Deputy Minister 
 
 
His Excellency 
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
Director-General of the World Health Organization 
Geneva, Swiss Confederation 
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Explanatory memorandum    

 

May 7th, 2026 

 

Proposal submitted by Paraguay 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an 

observer 

Paraguay considers that a discussion at the 79th World Health Assembly on 

Taiwan’s participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons:  

Relevance  

◼ The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3—

ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 

2030—and the implementation of the International Health Regulations 

(2005). 

◼ Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue, not a political one. 

Taiwan was invited to participate in the WHA as an observer for eight 

consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its participation was widely 

recognized and acclaimed.  

◼ Taiwan has demonstrated that it is an indispensable member of the 

international community, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Taiwan continues to share resources and knowledge with and offer 

technical assistance to WHO member states. 

⚫  In 2013 and 2017, Taiwan made notification of and shared 

information on H6N1 and H7N9 avian influenza cases as well as virus 

gene sequences once they were confirmed, which helped other 

countries make appropriate preparations. 

⚫ In December 2019, Taiwan’s disease surveillance system picked up a 

notice issued by China regarding pneumonia of unknown cause and 

reported it to WHO. This important alert was one of the first that WHO 

received concerning COVID-19, as noted in the main report of the 

Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response. Although 

COVID-19 is no longer a public health emergency of international 

concern, the experience demonstrated that the present global health 

governance framework is not effective in responding to threats to 

global health. Therefore, it is critical that countries across the globe 

unite to bolster health governance. 
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⚫ Taiwan manufacturer Medigen Vaccine Biologics Corp. was the first 

private manufacturer to license its COVID-19 vaccine technology to 

the WHO COVID-19 Technology Access Pool and the United Nations-

backed Medicines Patent Pool. This demonstrates that Taiwan has 

world-class biotechnology and medical treatments that can contribute 

to global health security. 

⚫ Taiwan has been contributing to global efforts to realize the right to 

health. These efforts include improving medical care in small South 

Pacific island nations; enhancing nutrition for women and children 

affected by an earthquake in Haiti; providing psychological support to 

Ukrainian refugee women and children in Romania as well as aid 

workers; bolstering climate change adaptability in the Caribbean; and 

improving access to water, sanitation, and hygiene at healthcare 

facilities in Kenya. Furthermore, Taiwan has provided humanitarian 

assistance through postdisaster recovery and reconstruction efforts in 

the Philippines, Japan, Hawaii, Türkiye, Indonesia, Haiti, and Nepal. 

⚫ Taiwan is a leader in medical technology and digital health. Through 

projects such as health information system enhancement in Paraguay 

and smart healthcare collaboration with Palau National Hospital, 

Taiwan has helped partner countries improve their health systems. 

These successes show Taiwan’s ability to support global digital health 

goals. Including Taiwan in WHO would add valuable expertise to 

advance smart, resilient, and inclusive healthcare worldwide. 

⚫ Taiwan is committed to achieving universal health coverage and has 

consistently improved the quality of healthcare in line with WHO 

recommendations. Taiwan has ranked first in Numbeo’s Health Care 

Index since 2019 and was named the top healthcare system by 

CEOWORLD in 2023. Taiwan’s National Health Insurance system, 

supported by an integrated database and robust digital infrastructure, 

played a key role in Taiwan’s effective pandemic response by 

enabling real-time data use and efficient resource coordination. 

Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO—especially its substantive involvement 

in mechanisms such as the prospective pandemic agreement, the 

International Health Regulations, the Western Pacific Regional Office, 

and the Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System—would 

greatly benefit the global health system, particularly in the fight 

against communicable diseases. 

⚫  My government urges WHO to maintain a professional and neutral 

stance, set aside political considerations, and include Taiwan in all 

technical meetings, mechanisms, and activities, and to invite Taiwan 

to participate in the WHA as an observer. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

The Seventy-ninth World Health Assembly, 

 

Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of WHO is the attainment by 

all peoples of the highest possible level of health, and that Sustainable 

Development Goal 3 aims at ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-

being for all at all ages; 

 

Acknowledging that Taiwan contributed greatly to combating the 

COVID-19 pandemic and responding to the health emergency in Ukraine, 

that Taiwan provides timely medical and humanitarian aid to countries in 

need, and that Taiwan’s public health experience and expertise are 

valuable to efforts to make global health architecture more resilient and 

improve prevention, preparedness, and response for future pandemics; 

 

Expressing grave concern that Taiwan, an indispensable member of the 

international community and a provider of international humanitarian 

assistance to numerous WHO member states, is not fully included in all 

WHO technical meetings, mechanisms, and activities, including the 

Pandemic Agreement;  

 

Recalling that from 2009 to 2016, Taiwan, a force for good in the world, 

was invited to participate in the WHA as an observer, making 

constructive contributions to global health security; 

 

Recognizing that only when Taiwan is directly and properly included in 

the international community’s collective efforts to combat disease can 

WHO’s ultimate goal of Health for All be achieved; and 
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Realizing that in the fight against emerging diseases, WHO must remain 

informed of all health concerns worldwide and be able to obtain and 

disseminate relevant data needed to prevent, monitor, and respond to 

epidemics and other diseases; 

 

 

Hereby invites Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly 

as an observer.
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Explanatory memorandum    

 

May 8, 2026 

 

Proposal submitted by St. Kitts and Nevis 

 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an 

observer 

 

St. Kitts and Nevis considers that a discussion at the 79th World Health 

Assembly on Taiwan’s participation is necessary and timely for the 

following reasons:  

 

Relevance  

◼  The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3—

ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 

2030—and the implementation of the International Health 

Regulations (2005). 

◼  Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue, not a political 

one. Taiwan was invited to participate in the WHA as an observer for 

eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its participation was 

widely recognized and acclaimed.  

◼  Taiwan has demonstrated that it is an indispensable member of the 

international community, particularly during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Taiwan continues to share resources and knowledge with 

and offer technical assistance to WHO member states. 

⚫  In 2013 and 2017, respectively, Taiwan made notification of and 

shared information on H6N1 and H7N9 avian influenza cases, as 
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well as virus gene sequences once they were confirmed, which 

helped other countries make appropriate preparations. 

⚫  In December 2019, Taiwan’s disease surveillance system picked up 

a notice issued regarding pneumonia of unknown cause in China 

and reported it to WHO. This important alert was one of the first 

that WHO received concerning COVID-19, as noted in the main 

report of the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and 

Response. The experience of COVID-19 demonstrated that the 

present global health governance framework could be more 

effective by including all parties in responding to threats to global 

health. Therefore, it is critical that countries across the globe unite 

to bolster health governance. 

⚫  Taiwan manufacturer Medigen Vaccine Biologics Corp. was the 

first private manufacturer to license its COVID-19 vaccine 

technology to the WHO COVID-19 Technology Access Pool and 

the United Nations-backed Medicines Patent Pool. This 

demonstrates that Taiwan has world-class biotechnology and 

medical treatments that can contribute to global health security. 

⚫  Taiwan has been contributing to global efforts to realize the right 

to health. These efforts include improving medical care in small 

South Pacific island nations; enhancing nutrition for women and 

children affected by an earthquake in Haiti; training aid workers to 

provide psychological support to Ukrainian refugee women and 

children in Romania; bolstering climate change adaptability in the 

Caribbean; and improving access to water, sanitation, and hygiene 

at healthcare facilities in Kenya. Furthermore, Taiwan has 

provided humanitarian assistance through postdisaster recovery 
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and reconstruction efforts in the Philippines, Japan, Hawaii, 

Türkiye, Indonesia, Haiti, and Nepal. 

⚫  Taiwan is a global leader in medical technology and digital health. 

By enhancing health information systems in Paraguay, 

collaborating with Palau National Hospital on smart healthcare, 

and introducing smart healthcare facilities in Eswatini, Taiwan has 

demonstrated a commitment to helping partner countries improve 

their health systems. Including Taiwan in WHO would add 

valuable expertise and advance smart, resilient, and inclusive 

healthcare worldwide. 

⚫  Taiwan is committed to achieving universal health coverage and 

has consistently improved the quality of its healthcare system in 

line with WHO recommendations. Taiwan has ranked first in 

Numbeo’s Health Care Index since 2019 and has been named the 

best healthcare system by CEOWORLD since 2023. Taiwan’s 

National Health Insurance system, supported by an integrated 

database and robust digital infrastructure, played a key role in 

Taiwan’s effective pandemic response by enabling real-time data 

use and efficient resource coordination. Taiwan’s inclusion in 

WHO—especially its substantive involvement in mechanisms such 

as the Global Digital Health Certificate Network (GDHCN), 

Alliance for Food Safety, International Health Regulation (IHR), 

WHO Coronavirus Network (CoViNet), WHO Emergency 

Medical Team, and WHO Pandemic Agreement—would greatly 

benefit the global health system, particularly in the fight against 

communicable diseases. 

⚫  My government urges WHO to maintain a professional and neutral 

stance, set aside political considerations, and include Taiwan in all 
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technical meetings, mechanisms, and activities, and to invite 

Taiwan to participate in the WHA as an observer. 



























                                                                        

 

TUV:01/26/WHO 

 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Labour and Trade of the Government of Tuvalu 

presents its compliments to the World Health Organization in Geneva, and has the honour to 

convey herewith a letter from the Honourable Tuafafa Latasi, Minister of Health and Social 

Welfare of the Government of Tuvalu, addressed to His Excellency Dr. Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health Organization, for his kind attention and 

consideration. 

The Ministry expresses gratitude for the assistance of the World Health Organization 

in ensuring that the attached letter is properly conveyed to the Office of the Director-General 

and given the appropriate consideration it deserves. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Labour and Trade of the Government of Tuvalu avails 

itself of this opportunity to renew to the World Health Organization in Geneva, the assurances 

of its highest consideration.   

 

FUNAFUTI, 11 May 2026 

 

World Health Organization 

GENEVA 

 

SWITZERLAND 

 

 

 

 

 




















