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Status of collection of assessed contributions
including Members in arrears to an extent which

would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution

Report by the Director-General

BACKGROUND

1. In order for WHO to deliver the approved programme budget in full, contributions from
Member States must be received in full and on time. Payments are called for annually and are due as
of 1 January for the year to which they relate. Late payment has been of serious concern to successive
Executive Boards and Health Assemblies.

2. The reference date of data contained in this report is 30 November 2001. The status as at
31 December 2001 will be presented orally at the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee and
subsequently to the Executive Board.

3. At 30 November 2001, the rate of collection for the year was 83%, the highest for over 10 years
(see Annex 1). This compares to 67% at 30 November 2000. As at 30 November 2001, 118 Member
States had paid in full; a further 26 Members had paid in part (see Annex 1, Figure 2).

4. Annex 2 shows the status of collection of annual regular budget contributions as at
30 November 2001, and lists all amounts due from each Member State, up to and including 2001.
Unpaid contributions include amounts that are due as at 30 November 2001, and amounts due under
special arrangements authorized by the Health Assembly but which may be paid in the future under an
instalment scheme. On 30 November 2001 a total of some US$ 152 million was owing from Member
States, including some US$ 6.1 million due under special arrangements referred to above (see
Annex 2, Sections 2 and 3). The equivalent total owing at 30 November 2000 was US$ 283 million.

5. Despite the improvement in the rate of collection for 2001, programme activities could not be
fulfilled without recourse to internal borrowing and the Working Capital Fund. The continuing high
amount due for earlier years continues to inhibit efficient management and reform in WHO.

6. Payments received in advance for 2002 are currently slightly lower than for 2001 (see Annex 2,
Section 4). Sixteen Members have paid their contributions in full for 2002, whereas 21 had paid in
advance by 30 November 2000.
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7. Article 7 of the Constitution states that “If a Member fails to meet its financial obligations to the
Organization … the Health Assembly may … suspend the voting privileges to which a Member is
entitled”.

8. In accordance with previous Health Assembly resolutions, the voting privileges of the 23
Member States listed in Annex 3 have been suspended, the suspension to continue at the Fifty-fifth
and subsequent Health Assemblies until the arrears have been reduced to a level below the amount
which would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution. As at 30 November 2001, none of these
Member States had yet made payments that would result in the restoration of their voting privileges.

9. Pursuant to the adoption by the Fifty-fourth World Health Assembly of resolution WHA54.5,
the voting privileges of Belarus, Burundi, Djibouti, Democratic Republic of Congo, Guinea, Suriname
and Togo will be suspended as from the opening of the Fifty-fifth World Health Assembly in May
2002 if at that time these Members are still in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent
which would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution. As a result of a payment made in
June 2001 of US$ 337 500, the arrears of Peru, which was originally included in the list of countries
concerned by WHA54.5, have been reduced below the amount which would justify invoking Article 7
in May 2002.

10. Five other Members are in arrears in the payment of their contributions in amounts which equal
or exceed the amounts due from them for the preceeding two full years, as listed in Annex 3.

11. Pursuant to resolution WHA41.7, unless there are exceptional circumstances justifying a
different measure, the Fifty-fifth World Health Assembly will adopt a decision under which the voting
rights of these Members will be suspended as from the opening day of the Fifty-sixth World Health
Assembly in May 2003, if at that time the Members concerned are still in arrears to the extent referred
to in paragraph 10 above.

12. The Director-General will report further to the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee
of the Executive Board on the five Members referred to in paragraph 10 immediately before the
opening of the Fifty-fifth World Health Assembly so that the Committee can formulate
recommendations to the Health Assembly based on the provision of resolution WHA41.7 and the
status of the arrears at that time.

13. One Member subject to Article 7, the Dominican Republic, has submitted a request to
reschedule its arrears of assessed contributions (see Annex 4). The total arrears due for the prior year
amount to US$ 894 918. The Dominican Republic proposes to pay these arrears over a period of 10
years at the rate of US$ 89 492 per year, and to pay current year assessments when due. The
Dominican Republic has advised the Secretariat that it expects to be able to meet these financial
commitments should this payment plan be accepted.

14. The Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean at its 48th session requested by
resolution EM/RC48/R.11 that consideration should be given to waiving the arrears owed by Somalia
up to 13 August 2000 (see Annex 4), when a Transitional National Government was established.
Somalia is also currently subject to Article 7.

15. The total amount owed by Somalia up to the beginning of the biennium 2000-2001 is
US$ 374 823. A further US$ 8 400 is outstanding for the biennium 2000-2001.
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16. Notwithstanding the improvement in the overall rate of collection of assessed contributions, the
Director-General will continue her efforts to collect the unpaid arrears of contributions from the
Members concerned.

ACTION BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

17. The Executive Board is invited:

(i) to note the contents of this report concerning the status of collection of assessed
contributions;

(ii) to consider the proposal made by the Dominican Republic and make recommendations
to the Fifth-fifth Health Assembly as to whether this payment plan should be accepted, in which
case the voting privileges of the Dominican Republic may be restored;

(iii) to consider the proposal submitted in respect of Somalia by the Regional Committee for
the Eastern Mediterranean and make recommendations to the Fifty-fifth World Health
Assembly.
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ANNEX 1

Figure 1. rate of collection of contributions
Percentage collected as at 30 November

from 1992 to 2001

Figure 2. Payment status of Member States and Associate
Members in respect of current-year contributions to

the effective working budget

Number of
Members

which had paid
contributions

in full

Number of
Members

which had paid
contributions

in part

Number of
Members
which had
made no
payment

Total number
of Members

and Associate
Members

30 November 1992 81 32 53 166
30 November 1993 90 23 73 186
30 November 1994 95 17 75 187
30 November 1995 95 14 78 187
30 November 1996 98 29 65 192
30 November 1997 99 27 66 192
30 November 1998 100 25 68 193
30 November 1999 109 27 57 193
30 November 2000 114 28 51 193
30 November 2001 118 26 49 193
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ANNEX 4
Translated from Spanish

Ministry of Health and Welfare

011295

10 May 2001

Dear Dr Brundtland,

In August 2000, the presidential elections in the Dominican Republic were won by the
Dominican Revolutionary Party. The Party has formed the new Government and finds itself with an
accumulated debt to the World Health Organization, carried over by previous Governments, of
US$ 957 988 as of 1 January 2001.

My country has every intention of settling this debt, and suggests a payments schedule to enable
it fully to meet its commitments and thus recover its lost voting rights.

In fulfilment of my duties as Minister of Health, I hereby enclose in annex the proposed
payments schedule which, as in the case of the commitment made during my previous period in office
in 1978, we intend fully to honour.

Please accept, Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(signed)

Dr José Rodriguez Soldevilla
Minister of Health and Welfare

Annex: Payments schedule

Dr Gro Harlem Brundtland
Director-General
World Health Organization
Geneva
Switzerland
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

DEFERRED (10 YEAR) PAYMENTS SCHEDULE FOR THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
(United States dollars)

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Previous balance 894 918 805 426 715 934 626 442 536 950 447 458 357 966 268 474 178 982 89 490

Annual contribution 63 070 63 070 63 070 63 070 63 070 63 070 63 070 63 070 63 070 63 070

Balance on 1 January 957 988 868 496 779 004 689 512 600 020 510 528 421 036 331 544 242 052 152 560

Scheduled payments 152 562 152 562 152 562 152 562 152 562 152 562 152 562 152 562 152 562 152 560

Share of overdue
contribution 89 492 89 492 89 492 89 492 89 492 89 492 89 492 89 492 89 492 89 490

Balance carried
forward 31 December 805 426 715 934 626 442 536 950 447 458 357 966 268 474 178 982 89 490 0
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION MONDIALE
ORGANIZATION DE LA SANTE

RESOLUTION

REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE EM/RC48/R.11
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN October 2001

Forty-eighth Session

SCALE OF ASSESSMENTS

The Regional Committee,

Having noted the paper on scale of assessments;

Having reviewed the scale of assessment adopted by WHA54.17;

Acknowledging that Somalia faced a unique situation in which there was no government for more than
10 years and that the country still faces extraordinary hardship;

Noting further that the Transitional National Government has now been in place for more than one
year and has started to rebuild the legal framework of Somalia, progressively re-establishing stability;

REQUESTS the Director-General to bring to the attention of the Executive Board the commitment
undertaken by the Republic of Somalia at the Forty-eighth Session of the Regional Committee for the
Eastern Mediterranean to make all efforts to pay its assessed contribution on time;

REQUESTS the Director-General to request the Executive Board to recommend to the World Health
Assembly the writing off of Somalia’s arrears for the years up to the date at which the Transitional
National Government was established.

=     =     =




