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Date and Event Title Purpose Organizers and focal point Room and
time Registration link
Monday 19
May 2025 Advancing Health and Climate | This event brings together representatives from the Baku COP Brazil, Egypt, United Kingdom | VII
Discussions Towards COP30: A | Presidencies Continuity Coalition for Climate and Health and Focal point:
12:30- Dialogue with the Baku explores strategies for COP30. As the climate crisis increasingly luis.felicio@saude.gov.br
13:50 Continuity Coalition threatens public health, there is an urgent need for coordinated
action that prioritizes health equity and enhances the resilience
of health systems.
Time to act! How to support WHO and Global Health are facing an existential crisis in a world Germany, Norway, Ghana, XVIII
and reshape WHO in a moving | where multilateralism as a whole is at stake. The WHO has Thailand, France
and fragmented global health | embarked on a journey to readjust its priorities and consequently | Focal point:
landscape its budget to new financial realities. This event will explore ways | wi-5-io@genf.auswaertiges-
to collectively build momentum to support WHO in taking actions | amt.de
and implementing reforms. Part of this discussion is the question
what role WHO should play within the broader context of global
health and the UN system. The event will be opened by
welcoming remarks of DG Tedros and Ministers.
Ministerial Side Event This event introduces a forward-looking agenda on expanding Ukraine, France, Japan, XXIV

"Shaping the Future of School
Nutrition: Ukraine’s Reform
Experience, Global Policies
and Commitments &

and harmonizing evidence-based school nutrition standards
globally, building on WHQO'’s normative work and extending the
scope beyond current WHA agenda items. It promotes a systems-
based, multisectoral approach to nutrition in schools—an area

UNICEF, School Meals
Coalition, Rockefeller
Foundation



https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA78-other-meetings/A78_other_meetings.pdf
mailto:luis.felicio@saude.gov.br
mailto:wi-5-io@genf.auswaertiges-amt.de
mailto:wi-5-io@genf.auswaertiges-amt.de
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Outcomes from the Paris N4G
Summit".

gaining global traction but not yet fully integrated within WHO
governance discussions.

Focal point:
valentyn.zhakun@mfa.gov.ua

Y World Health
¥ Organization

18:00 —
19:20

Accelerating impact of the UN
Decade of Healthy Ageing
2021-2030 —investing in a
continuum of care and age-
friendly environments

Empowering Primary Health
Care with Digital Intelligence
for Universal Health Coverage

Securing Investments in Global
Health: Time for a New
Approach

This side event showcases investment efforts in transformative
actions across multiple regions and stakeholders to strengthen
health systems and improve health outcomes for older people—a
growing global population subgroup. The event will highlight
policies and initiatives that promote healthy ageing, meet the
needs of older men and women, and reduce disparities in access
to essential services.

The side event will discuss the application and added value of
digital intelligence technology to promote PHC approach in
accessibility, comprehensiveness, continuity and coordination of
people-centered health care, showcase successful country
experiences and innovative solutions in digital public
infrastructure development and the promotion of people-
centered integrated healthcare through digital intelligence, and
explore how to maintain the balance between technological
innovation and ethical considerations.

Whilst the global health community faces considerable
challenges, with adversity comes new opportunities. Partnerships
will be more crucial than ever - pooling our collective expertise to
create and sustain resilient and self-reliant health systems. This
session aims to drive a fresh dialogue on partnerships and
strategic collaboration. It may include discussions on new funding

Qatar, Republic of Korea,
Japan, Finland, Spain, UN
DESA, International
Federation of Ageing, HelpAge
International

Focal point:
halhamad2@hamad.qa

People's Republic of China,
Ethiopia, Peru, Tanzania,
Thailand

Focal point: zhuli@nhc.gov.cn

Save the Children, Medicus
Mundi, World Vision,
Germany

Focal point:
c.consolmagno@savethechildr

en.org.uk

XXVI

XXIV

Vil



mailto:valentyn.zhakun@mfa.gov.ua
mailto:halhamad2@hamad.qa
mailto:zhuli@nhc.gov.cn
mailto:c.consolmagno@savethechildren.org.uk
mailto:c.consolmagno@savethechildren.org.uk
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mechanisms that best harnesses sufficient and effective ODA,
alongside new financial instruments, private sector involvement
or unlocking financing from non-traditional development
partners.

19:30-
20:50

7.

From Plan to Impact:
Accelerating the Global
Patient Safety Action Planin a
Risk-Prone World

8. Getting the world back on

track: ending AIDS by 2030 still
possible!

This side event explores progress, challenges, and opportunities
in implementing the Global Patient Safety Action Plan 2021-2030
(GPSAP) across diverse settings. The discussion will highlight
innovations in reporting and learning systems, co-production
with patients, and alignment with broader goals of health system
resilience and universal health coverage, and focus on how to
move from policy to practice, and from commitment to
measurable impact to re-energize the global safety movement
and strengthen preparedness for future challenges.

The side-event will focus on the significant challenges facing the
global HIV response, particularly in the light of recent funding
cuts. It will explore how countries are addressing funding gaps
and forging regional and national partnerships to sustain HIV
programmes, while identifying innovative financing models. The
discussion will focus on the consequences of the funding cuts,
strategies for ensuring the continuity of HIV services and the
importance of domestic resource mobilization to achieve the goal
of ending AIDS by 2030.

Saudi Arabia (Saudi Patient
Safety Center), Maldives,
Qatar, Philippines, United
Arab Emirates, Oman,
International Society for
Quality in Health Care,
Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development,
Global Patient Safety Leaders
Group

Focal point:
lalhazani@spsc.gov.sa

International AIDS Society,
PATH, GNP+

Focal point:
birgit.poniatowski@iasociety.
org

VI
https://www.spsc.g
ov.sa/english/Page

s/WHA78.aspx

Vil



mailto:lalhazani@spsc.gov.sa
https://www.spsc.gov.sa/english/Pages/WHA78.aspx
https://www.spsc.gov.sa/english/Pages/WHA78.aspx
https://www.spsc.gov.sa/english/Pages/WHA78.aspx
mailto:birgit.poniatowski@iasociety.org
mailto:birgit.poniatowski@iasociety.org
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9. Multisectoral Action to This event will discuss what comes after the extension of the Ireland, Ethiopia, Ecuador, XXIII
Achieve the Global Nutrition Global Nutrition Targets, and focus on the need for an integrated, | Lesotho, Pakistan, World
Targets by 2030 multi-sectoral approach to accelerate progress towards the Vision Int., Scaling Up
Global Nutrition Targets. The event will highlight examples from Nutrition Secretariat
four countries globally, showcasing successes towards Focal point:
achievement of the targets, with a focus on four key areas for elizabeth margolis@wvi.org
integration: food and agriculture, social protection, health, and
political leadership. It will motivate advocates and countries to
take action to avoid further losses in human capital, economic
growth, and health outcomes.
Tuesday 20
May 2025 10. Integrating Solutions to Defeat | This side event will increase advocacy and reinvigorate efforts for | Mali, Nigeria, Pakistan, Gavi VI
Malaria, Meningitis and Polio | disease elimination by demonstrating the efficiency of a unified Focal point:
12:30- approach, showcase examples of how shared infrastructure and abdelaye@gmail.com
13:50 synergies across programmes drives greater impact and
accelerate the implementation of evidence-based and country-
led elimination strategies.
11. Building Momentum: This side event will highlight the importance of sustained Philippines, Germany, XXIV

Accelerating Action on the
global health and care
workforce by 2030

investments in education, fair remuneration, safe working
conditions, gender equity, and protection from violence and
burnout for health workers. It aims to foster dialogue on policy
successes, remaining challenges, and strategic frameworks like
the Global Strategy on Human Resources for Health: Workforce
2030. It will reinforce the need for political will and financial
support to optimize health workforce governance, promote
ethical recruitment, and leverage digital health technologies,

Morocco, Ireland,
Frontline Health Workers
Coalition World Medical
Association

Focal point:
jeffrey.valdez@dfa.gov.ph



mailto:elizabeth_margolis@wvi.org
mailto:abdelaye@gmail.com
mailto:jeffrey.valdez@dfa.gov.ph
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ensuring equitable distribution and sustainability to meet global
health demands.
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12. Call from African Member This side event will address the urgent and growing threat of Rwanda, Eritrea, Ethiopia, XXII
States to prevent, detect and antimalarial drug resistance (AMDR) across sub-Saharan Africa. Namibia, South Sudan,
respond to antimalarial drug There is a critical need for coordinated action to prevent a Uganda, United Republic of
resistance in Africa reversal of hard-won gains in malaria control. The event will Tanzania and Zambia, Africa
highlight the urgent need to operationalize the WHO Strategy to | CDC, Medicines for Malaria
Respond to Antimalarial Drug Resistance in Africa. The session Venture
aims to catalyze global commitment and action at the highest Focal point:
political level to ensure the continued effectiveness of malaria etubanambazi@minaffet.gov.r
interventions and support country-level resilience. w; ferazzis@mmv.org
This side event aims to highlight the need to accelerate the global | Spain, Mexico VIII (NEW)
13. How the WHO Acceleration response to the obesity pandemic and increase the political Focal point:
Plan to Stop Obesity is commitment to combat this major public health challenge. It acebada@sanidad.gob.es
unlocking country action marks the three-year anniversary of the WHO Acceleration Plan
to Stop Obesity and provides a platform for the frontrunner
countries to celebrate their success and recognize the challenges
needed to be overcome.
18:00 - 14. High-level pledging moment The high-level pledging event of the WHO Investment Round will | WHO Secretariat XVl
19:20 towards the Investment be an opportunity to highlight collective commitment to a Registration at
Round: Sustainable financing | sustainably financed WHO, showcase joint achievements and investmentround
of WHO for impact in the new | prospects for partnership, as well as provide the opportunity to @who.int by 14
global health landscape commit funds to the WHO Investment Round. A sustainably May 2025

(18:45-19:45)

financed WHO will allow to implement the 14th General
Programme of Work (2025-2028), supported by a clear



mailto:etubanambazi@minaffet.gov.rw
mailto:etubanambazi@minaffet.gov.rw
mailto:ferazzis@mmv.org
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prioritization process that will ensure that resources are aligned
with the greatest public health needs and deliver the highest

impact.
15. Strengthening the Continuum | Achieving UHC is critical to ensuring equitable access to essential | India, Bahamas, Malaysia, XXIII
of Care to Achieve Universal health services for all individuals, irrespective of their France, Tanzania and Thailand
Health Coverage socioeconomic status. The continuum of care, which emphasizes | Focal point:

seamless, integrated, and person-centered health services across | fssa.pmigeneva@mea.gov.in
the life course, is a fundamental strategy in realizing the vision of
UHC. This Side Event aims to highlight the importance of a
seamless continuum of care, share country experiences and best
practices, present successful models of strengthening healthcare
systems, leverage digital health for improved healthcare service
delivery, address key health system challenges, and drive
actionable commitments for UHC progress.

19:30- 16. Implementing Primary Health | This event will focus on sharing recent insights on reorienting Kazakhstan, Brazil, Canada, XXIV
20:50 Care: Building momentum health systems towards PHC from 9 countries. The event will also | Ethiopia, France, and Hungary
through the Global Coalition explore digital health, disease prevention and maternal healthin | Focal point:
of Countries on PHC the context of countries’ PHC efforts, as well as showcase the A.lebedeva@kazakhstan-

importance of strengthening health systems, enhancing delivery | geneva.ch
partner alignment in countries and driving public health impact at
the community level. The main obstacles hindering the
advancement of PHC-focused reforms to achieve UHC and the
synergies with other relevant commitments for PHC will be
discussed.



mailto:fssa.pmigeneva@mea.gov.in
mailto:A.lebedeva@kazakhstan-geneva.ch
mailto:A.lebedeva@kazakhstan-geneva.ch
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17. Private financial actors and The SDG era has ushered in an unprecedented reliance on private | Oxfam, United Nations VIl (NEW)
corporations in global health: | finance in global health. As these private actors gain influence, University
Strengthening governance and | new investment narratives, financial instruments, and Focal point: mccoy@unu.edu,
accountability in the public governance structures are reshaping health systems worldwide. amarriott@oxfam.org.uk
interest While significant attention has been given to the idea of ‘win-win’

partnerships with private actors in the pursuit of health goals, the
risks of harm of unchecked financialization and corporatisation of
healthcare has received less scrutiny. The event will discuss case
studies and strategies for strengthening public health leadership,
enhancing regulatory frameworks, and establishing clear
guidelines to hold powerful private actors accountable while
safeguarding the public interest and advancing UHC.

18. Innovation and regulation in Bio-convergence technologies are multi-disciplinary and harbor Israel VIII (NEW)
health-tech, Bio-convergence | complexities, even more so in the biomedical world, where tight | Focal point: Minister-
as a use case regulation applies and is based on categorization of products and | counsellor@Geneva.mfa.gov.il

processes. The collaboration between the Ministry of Health and
the national Innovation Authority creates a vital framework
where regulatory expertise directly informs funding decisions,
enabling a comprehensive evaluation. This approach helps
reduce investment risks, optimizes resource allocation, and
provides companies with coordinated guidance that addresses
compliance requirements and business viability.



mailto:mccoy@unu.edu
mailto:amarriott@oxfam.org.uk
mailto:Minister-counsellor@Geneva.mfa.gov.il
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Wednesday
21 May
2025

12:30-
13:50

19.

20.

21.

Ministerial Strategic
Roundtable: Data and
Sustainable Financing: Twin
Foundations to Accelerate
UHC and the SDGs (13:00-
14:20)

Nursing and Midwifery
Leadership Driving Global
Health Goals

WHA78 Global Parliamentary
Dialogue

This dialogue will convene ministers of health and finance, senior
policymakers, and development partners to explore actionable,
country-led strategies that strengthen health information
systems and secure sustainable financing for health. As countries
face rising demands and constrained fiscal space, there is a
unique opportunity to scale what works, forge a more
progressive pathway, and advance a future that is regenerative,
inclusive, and rooted in equity.

The global mandate to strengthen nursing and midwifery was
extended through 2030, which offers a strong foundation for this
side event. The event will showcase country-driven actions, data-
informed decision-making, and cross-regional South Eastern
Europe collaboration as crucial levers to strengthen the health
workforce. It will also explore strategies for integrating nursing
and midwifery leadership into policy and planning at all levels.
Through a dialogue among partners, the session aims to mobilize
political will and investment in nursing and midwifery as core
components of resilient health systems.

This side event will be the first annual parliamentary dialogue
held in the context of the WHA, and it will bring together
parliamentarians attending the WHA as part of their national
delegations and other stakeholders to discuss the key role of
parliamentarians in global health processes. This concerted effort
will contribute to positioning health at the core of parliamentary
agendas with a focus on UHC, global health security and health

WHO, Susan Thompson
Buffett Foundation

Romania, Jordan, Japan,
Thailand, Indonesia, South
Eastern European Health
Network

Focal point:

mircea timofte@yahoo.com;
roxana rotocol@yahoo.com

Inter-Parliamentary Union

Focal point: ab@ipu.org;
health@ipu.org

XVIII (NEW)

XXIV
Agenda

Vil

WHA 78 Global
Parliamentary
Dialogue | Inter-

Parliamentary
Union



mailto:mircea_timofte@yahoo.com
mailto:roxana_rotocol@yahoo.com
https://www.oamr.ro/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Agenda-final-16.05.2025.v2.pdf
mailto:ab@ipu.org
mailto:health@ipu.org
https://www.ipu.org/event/wha-78-global-parliamentary-dialogue#:~:text=The%20event%20will%20bring%20together%20parliamentarians%20attending%20the,core%20functions%20of%20legislation%2C%20budgeting%2C%20oversight%20and%20representation.
https://www.ipu.org/event/wha-78-global-parliamentary-dialogue#:~:text=The%20event%20will%20bring%20together%20parliamentarians%20attending%20the,core%20functions%20of%20legislation%2C%20budgeting%2C%20oversight%20and%20representation.
https://www.ipu.org/event/wha-78-global-parliamentary-dialogue#:~:text=The%20event%20will%20bring%20together%20parliamentarians%20attending%20the,core%20functions%20of%20legislation%2C%20budgeting%2C%20oversight%20and%20representation.
https://www.ipu.org/event/wha-78-global-parliamentary-dialogue#:~:text=The%20event%20will%20bring%20together%20parliamentarians%20attending%20the,core%20functions%20of%20legislation%2C%20budgeting%2C%20oversight%20and%20representation.
https://www.ipu.org/event/wha-78-global-parliamentary-dialogue#:~:text=The%20event%20will%20bring%20together%20parliamentarians%20attending%20the,core%20functions%20of%20legislation%2C%20budgeting%2C%20oversight%20and%20representation.
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promotion, as well as sustainable financing for global health and
the pandemic agreement. It will equip parliamentarians with
tools to translate WHA priorities into country-level actions.

22. Accelerating Women'’s Health | Only 7% of health research addresses conditions that exclusively | PATH, South Africa, Gates VIl (NEW)
Science and Innovation: A affect women, undermining progress toward universal health Foundation, World Economic
Policy Agenda for Impact and coverage and global resilience. This high-level event co-hosted by | Forum’s Global Alliance for
White Paper Launch the Government of South Africa, PATH and WEF's Global Alliance | Women’s Health
for Women's Health will present concrete policy Focal point:
recommendations to close these gaps and drive coordinated mgeorges@path.org

global action on women's health R&D and innovation. Timed with
South Africa’s G20 leadership, it will feature keynote speeches, a
policy presentation, and a panel discussion to shape
commitments for WHA78, the G20, and the SDG acceleration

agenda.
18:00 - 23. New perspectives for the This side event will take stock of the progress made and Russian Federation, China, XXV
19:20 world without tuberculosis challenges faced in achieving the WHO End TB Strategy; explore Brazil, Cuba, South Africa,

how countries are rebuilding momentum, highlighting recent Indonesia

innovative and effective national practices in TB prevention, Focal point:

diagnosis, and treatment; provide a platform for dialogue on SoninOV@minzdrav.gov.ru

integrating TB responses into broader, resilient health systems in
the post-COVID era; and will emphasize the importance of
sustained political commitment, funding, and multisectoral
collaboration to eliminate TB as a public health threat by 2030.



mailto:mgeorges@path.org
mailto:SoninOV@minzdrav.gov.ru
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24. Strengthening Global The integration of hepatitis vaccination, diagnostics and Pakistan, Tanzania, Coalition Vil
Commitments to Hepatitis treatment within existing frameworks for UHC and PHC will for Global Hepatitis
Elimination and Liver Cancer advance progress toward the global goals of hepatitis elimination | Elimination, African Union,
Prevention and cancer prevention. World Hepatitis Alliance,
The WHA offers a critical opportunity to raise awareness and Medicines Patent Pool
drive commitment to achieve the elimination of hepatitis and Focal point:
reduction of liver cancer globally. This platform can also provide a | umair.khalid@mofa.gov.pk
basis to launch a Coalition of Member States dedicated to raising
the visibility of hepatitis and accelerating global efforts to
eliminate it.
25. Equity and integration: NCDs and mental health conditions affect billions globally, with Barbados, Ghana, Norway, XXVI (NEW)
transforming lives and disproportionate impacts on vulnerable populations. This event Spain, Saint Vincent and the
livelihoods through leadership | will shine a light on the high-level leadership and actions that are | Grenadines, NCD Alliance
and action on NCDs and the critical for an effective response to NCDs and highlight the path- Focal point:
promotion of mental health finding successes and challenges of WHO Member States since sgriffith@foreign.gov.bb
and well-being the last high-level meeting with a particular focus on the
innovative approaches by of Small Island Developing State in
preventing and addressing NCDs and mental health.
19:30- 26. Digital Pathways to This side event will explore how digital tools can sustainably Saudi Arabia, UK, Singapore, XXIV
20:50 Strengthen and Sustain the transform the recruitment, training, retention, credentialing, and | World Health Profession https://forms.gle/
Global Health Workforce deployment of health professionals. With insights from health Alliance, NHS Health HkYEx1g38kbpC
authorities, international organizations, and professional Education England, The RjH7

associations, the session will highlight how regulatory innovation,
credentialing, Al-driven workforce planning, competency-based
digital learning, and support for health worker wellbeing can

International Association of
National Public Health
Institutes



mailto:umair.khalid@mofa.gov.pk
mailto:sgriffith@foreign.gov.bb
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27. Improving Cerebral Palsy Care
through Universal Health
Coverage

28. Moving towards Action:
Strengthening Diagnostics
Capacity Through Global
Collaboration

collectively build resilient systems. It will showcase scalable
solutions and policy alignment to support WHQO'’s health
workforce and primary healthcare goals under GPW 14.

An estimated 50 million people lives with cerebral palsy
worldwide. This side-event addresses the critical gaps in cerebral
palsy care across the lifespan, including innovative approaches to
early diagnosis and intervention in the first years of life,
integrated cross-disciplinary care models, and strategies to
reduce global health disparities, particularly in low and middle-
income countries. The discussion will also highlight successful
frameworks for health workforce development, including
between PHC and specialist care, and pediatric and adult care
systems. This event aims to lay the groundwork for a global
commitment to equity and quality care for all persons with
cerebral palsy.

Following the WHA76.5 resolution on strengthening diagnostic
capacity, this event will discuss how to put the recommendations
of the resolution into action. This event will also act as the launch
for the Global Diagnostics Coalition, which aims to be a
collaborative platform and convening body to provide strategic
direction and coordinate efforts to strengthen diagnostics
capacity. The session will address strategic direction, discuss
harmonization of efforts, and facilitate collaboration on
innovative solutions to enhance global diagnostic capacities. It
marks a pivotal moment to drive forward an inclusive diagnostic

Focal point:
a.gahmed@scfhs.org.sa

Zimbabwe, Costa Rica, Ireland
Focal point:
contact@cpint.org

Gates Foundation, Global
Medical Technology Alliance,
World Federation of Nuclear
Medicine and Biology,
International Society of
Radiology

Focal point:
maike.scharp@gatesfoundatio

n.org

XXII (NEW)

Vil
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Thursday
22 May
2025

12:30-
13:50

29.

30.

31.

Snakebite Envenoming:
Reaching our 2030 targets

Fostering the right to health
and universal health coverage
for sustainable and self-
sufficient health financing

Addressing the Global Crisis of
Substandard and Falsified
Medicines — A Panel

The WHA is an ideal platform for member states, agencies and
key stakeholders to review the significant progress made so far
with regards to Snakebite R&D, public health, regulatory
frameworks, and provides a chance to showcase successful
advocacy approaches. This side event also provides an
opportunity to formally present the mission of the Global
Snakebite Taskforce (GST) and to catalyse action amongst WHO
member States towards sustainable action based on success and
lessons learnt so far.

This side event will address the urgent need for sustainable and
self-reliant health financing to uphold the right to health, achieve
and accelerate UHC. Amid significant cuts from major donors,
countries are facing increasing uncertainty that threatens the
continuity of essential health services. The event will emphasize
the urgent need for governments to prioritize and scale up
domestic health financing through innovative solutions tailored
to each country's context, along with strengthened governance
and accountability frameworks, and it will highlight South-South
cooperation as a strategic avenue to enhance regional health
sovereignty and resilience.

Substandard and falsified (SF) medical products remain a global
health challenge, undermining patient safety, trust in health
systems and progress towards UHC. This side-event It will

Kenya, Costa Rica, Ghana,
Egypt, Wellcome Trust
Focal point:
jgitau@kenyamission.ch

Guyana, Rwanda, Samoa,
Mozambique, Barbados, Haiti,
Secretariat of the Organisation
of African, Caribbean and
Pacific Group of States
(OACPS)

Focal point:
bevonm@minfor.gov.gy

United States Pharmacopeial
Convention, International
Pharmaceutical Students'

Vil

XXIV

XXI1 (NEW)



mailto:jgitau@kenyamission.ch
mailto:bevonm@minfor.gov.gy

Discussion Enhancing the
Work of WHO Member States
Mechanism through Regional
Engagement, Stakeholder
Collaboration and Operation
Agility

WHATS8 Official side events

address gaps that were identified in the independent evaluation
of the WHO Member State Mechanism on SF products and
consequently aim to catalyze collective action and highlight
scalable strategies to enhance the global response to SFs. These
include innovative practices, lessons from regional initiatives
such as African Medicine Agency and approaches to
strengthening intersectoral partnerships and data sharing
mechanism.

Federation, International
Federation of Pharmaceutical
Manufacturers and
Associations, Intenational
Alliance of Patient
Organizations

Focal point:
michael.schmitz@usp.org

Y World Health
¥ Organization

18:00 -
19:20

32.

33.

Investing in national capacities
in science and evidence-based
decision-making to accelerate
uptake and impact of norms
and standards

Tuberculosis in Fragile and
Conflict-Affected Situations

In the context of a potential WHA resolution that would call for
strengthening national capacities in evidence-based decision-
making for the uptake and impact of norms and standards, it is
more critical than ever for global health to prioritize Investment
in local capacity on science and data to fully benefit from
technological advancements in health and other technologies,
including the potential of Al to optimize their impact. The side
event aims to convene various stakeholders to set in motion a
concrete agenda towards strengthening local capacity and
expertise in science and evidence-based decision making and
commitments for further follow-up.

This side event aims to raise the profile of TB programming in
FCAS. | will curate discussions around opportunities for TB
management innovation and integration across health and
emergency/humanitarian interventions.

Specifically, it will spotlight the unique challenges of, and
compounded risks from, TB programming in FCAS and mobilise

Ethiopia, China, Norway
Wellcome Trust, Gates
Foundation

Focal point:
alegnta.gebreyesus@gmail.co
m

World Vision International,
Somalia, Solomon Islands
Focal point:
eseza_ikedit@wvi.org

XXIIl (NEW)

XXII (NEW)
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coordinated action. It will also explore innovative and integration
mechanisms to address the challenges in TB management and
finally develop consensus on a set of FCAS-specific TB
interventions for adoption and scaling up.
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34. Towards Universal Health This side event is central to the UHC financing and the equity South Africa, G20 Presidency, | XXIV
Coverage: The Centrality of agenda. It will acknowledge phenomenon of financialisation of Thailand
Public Financing of Health at health services which is growing and yet is not well understood, Focal point:
Times of Crisis — The Perils of offer lessons in terms of mitigation measures and it will draw on mission@safricaun.ch
Financialisation the experience of South Africa in dealing with the private sector
as it strives to expand equitable coverage for its population.
Finally, it will offer a general message as to the value of public
financing of health systems especially in times of crisis.
19:30- 35. Global Commitments, Multilateral spaces are under threat with reduced financing and Women Deliver, International | VIII
20:50 Collective Action: Supporting financial commitments from ODA donors. Life-saving global Planned Parenthood
WHQO’s Commitment to health programs that address the intersection of gender and Federation, PMNCH, UNFPA
Gender Equality and SRHR health, including the climate crisis, maternal, newborn, child and | Focal point:
adolescent health, sexual and reproductive health, and gender- khasan@womendeliver.org
responsive UHC are all under threat.
This side-event will emphasize the need to recommit to
multilateral systems and WHO to address these health priorities
and advance health equity.
36. Journey through Sudan’s Sudan's healthcare system has been severely impacted by Sudan, Oman, Qatar, Egypt, XXV

Health System Resilience: a

ongoing conflict, political instability, and economic challenges,
leading to widespread deterioration of medical infrastructure and

South Sudan
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37.

forgotten crisis, the impact of
a war and what's next!

Adapting to climate change to
end infectious diseases:
needs, best practices,
innovations and resources

WHATS8 Official side events

shortages of essential supplies. An estimated 15 million people
are in urgent need of health assistance, including millions of
displaced people. This side event shall explore how Sudan’s
health system showed remarkable resilience by tackling the
health system building blocks, share Sudan’s experience in
continuing serving Sudanese population despite challenging
operating environment and outline the path for health system
recovery, including learning from Japan experience in post-war
recovery.

Climate change is a major threat to eliminating climate-sensitive
infectious diseases which are part of the SDG3 targets. The
epidemiology of these diseases is changing due to climate
change, and the occurrence of deadly outbreaks has intensified.
Political attention, financing, strategies and tools in climate
change adaptation are needed to go back on track on the disease
elimination path. With COP30 coming up and the expected
increased attention on adaptation and health, this event will
contribute to fill awareness gaps, highlight good practices and
innovation opportunities, and promote the mobilization of a
community of interest and commitment in programmatic
development, funding and advocacy.

Focal point:
alaa.mudathir@yahoo.com

Medicines for Malaria
Venture, France, Rwanda,
AMREF Health Africa, UNITAID
Focal point:
ferazzis@mmv.org

Y World Health
¥ Organization

XXVI (NEW)
To register
https://www.lyyti.
fi/reg/Climate cha

nge

Friday 23
May 2025

12:30-
13:50

38.

Investing in Health Amid
Crisis: Somalia’s Journey
Towards Universal Health
Coverage and Health Security

Somalia remains at the epicenter of one of the world’s most
complex and enduring humanitarian crises, driven by conflict,
climate shocks, disease outbreaks, and mass displacement, which
has severely strained the country’s fragile health system. Recent

Somalia, UK, South Sudan,
UNICEF

Focal point:
planning@moh.gov.so

XXI1 (NEW)
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Y World Health
¥ Organization

39. Eye Health Has 2030 In Sight:

New Data, New Resolution,
New Momentum

40. Balanced policies for
controlled medicines to
ensure access and safety

cuts in global health financing risk reversing hard-won public
health gains. Despite these difficulties, Somalia has launched key
strategic reforms. This side event calls on global partners to
recognize both the urgent needs and the transformative
potential in Somalia’s health sector—highlighting investment
opportunities and fostering strategic partnerships to advance
universal health coverage and long-term health security.

This side event builds on WHA-endorsed global targets on eye
health by 2030 and the Integrated People-Centered Eye Care. The
event aims to launch the new WHO global data on eye health
targets, promote and advocate for the WHA Resolution on
Sensory Impairments, present national strategies demonstrating
effective eye health integration and call to build momentum and
support for the 2026 Global Summit on Eye Health.

Many essential medicines with psychoactive properties face
greater barriers in access and availability due to their
international control status as narcotic drugs/ psychotropic
substances. This side event aims to address the greater barriers
and additional efforts needed to raise awareness amongst
Member States to ensure access to controlled medicines, to
understand current challenges in ensuring safe, balanced access
to controlled medicines and their rational use, to discuss best
practices and experiences to identify solutions to adequately
address the issue within the national context and the global
community, and to raise awareness on WHO evidence-based

International Agency for the
Prevention of Blindness,
Christoffel Blinden Mission,
Slovakia, Malaysia, Paraguay
Focal point:
jshrestha@iapb.org

International Alliance for
Hospice and Palliative Care,
WHPCA, UICC, IASP,
Switzerland, Belgium

Focal point:
kpettus@iahpc.com

Vil

VI (NEW)
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recommendations and good practice statements for national
policies.

Y World Health
¥ Organization

18:00 -
19:20

41. Traditional Medicine: From
Traditional Heritage to
Frontier Science, for 'Health
For All'

42. Centering Human Rights to
Address Alcohol Harm: A
Catalyst for Action Across an
Evolving Global Health
Environment

43. The Power of Prevention —
Immunizing for a Safer,

2025 marks a pivotal milestone in the evolution of Traditional
Medicine (TM) within global health, commemorating 50 years
since the WHO first launched its TM programme.

Anchoring this milestone is the draft Traditional Medicine
Strategy 2025-34, to be considered at WHA78. The event would
serve as a platform to seek strategic convergence, positioning
Traditional Medicine not only as a cultural resource but as a
forward-looking, evidence-informed pillar of global health,
supporting the health and wellbeing of people and planet.

In the current global health environment, an increased or even
sustained alcohol consumption may sharply increase
communicable diseases such as TB and sexually transmitted
diseases, including HIV/AIDS. Nevertheless, the potential of
alcohol policy solutions for accelerated progress across global
health areas remains largely untapped. In preparation of and as a
contribution to the upcoming UN High-Level Meeting on NCDs,
and three years after the adoption of the WHO Global Alcohol
Action Plan, this event will explore how a human rights-based
approach to tackle alcohol determinants can catalyze efforts
across global health and development.

This side event explores the power of prevention: measles
vaccine saves more lives than any other vaccine, yet measles is

India, Group of Friends of
Traditional Medicine (31 WHO
Member States)

Focal point:
fssa.pmigeneva@mea.gov.in

Movendi International,
International Federation of
Medical Students
Associations, World Cancer
Research Fund International,
Slovenia, Latvia, University of
Liverpool, Lesotho, Ghana, Sri
Lanka

Focal point:
kristina.sperkova@iogt.org

IFRC, Mali, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Somalia,

XXIV
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Healthier World: An
Opportunity to Accelerate
Measles and Rubella
Elimination through System
Strengthening

WHATS8 Official side events

on the rise. There is a once in a generation opportunity to save
children’s lives and leverage efficiencies across multiple health
needs due to a 2024 WHO policy update recommending universal
rubella vaccine introduction. Because a combination measles
and rubella vaccine is introduced through large vaccination
campaigns, this new WHO policy has opened doors to preventing
rubella and deadly measles outbreaks. To sustain progress, multi-
sectoral contributions from all stakeholders are needed to
prioritize investing in immunization.

Brazil, Oman, UNICEF, Gavi,
UN Foundation, Gates
Foundation - Focal point:
mary.agocs@ifrc.org

Y World Health
¥ Organization

19:30-
20:50

44. The contribution of self-care

45,

to advance sexual and
reproductive health and rights

Protecting Healthcare in
Conflict: Strengthening Data,
Accountability, and Global
Response

This side event will explore how self-care interventions are
transforming the SRHR landscape, supporting PHC and advancing
UHC. Evidence-based self-care interventions for SRHR are
recommended by WHO for all economic contexts. Self-care
interventions offer practical, empowering solutions to overcome
persistent barriers to advance quality SRHR for all. This side-
event will highlight the multidimensional benefits of self-care
interventions through concrete examples, including impact at
national level, and innovation.

Attacks on healthcare in conflict zones continue to undermine
international humanitarian law, disrupt essential medical
services, and endanger the lives of health workers and civilians.
This WHA side event will highlight the importance of systematic
data collection, improved documentation, and strengthened
accountability frameworks to protect healthcare in conflict
settings better. Building on WHQO's SSA and the recent joint WHO-
WISH "In the Line of Fire" report, the event will contribute to

Belgium, Uruguay,
Luxembourg, Global Network
of People Living with HIV
Focal point:
cnininahazwe@gnpplus.net

Central African Repubilic,
Qatar, Qatar Foundation
(World Innovation Summit for
Health)

Vil
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global efforts to safeguard healthcare, reinforce international
commitments, and explore ways to integrate WHO's work with
broader UN mechanisms addressing attacks on civilians in
conflict.

Saturday 24
May 2025

12:30-
13:50

46. Neglected Tropical Diseases:
Success Under Threat

47. 2030 Global Agenda for
Sepsis: Making the Next
Success Story in Global Health

By the end of 2024, 54 countries eliminated at least one
neglected tropical disease (NTD). In just the last 15 years, the
number of people requiring treatment for NTDs has decreased by
25%. But these strides are now under threat with the largest
donor to NTDs worldwide cutting global health programmes. In
the face of these new challenges, this event aims to bring
together a diverse panel of experts from across the global NTD
community to celebrate and learn from successes and discuss
new approaches and partnerships that could help continue our
progress to achieve control and elimination of NTDs.

This Side Event aims to catalyze transformative actions for saving
two million lives from Sepsis through stronger political
leadership, health systems strengthening, R&D and more
effective prevention and management of Sepsis during health
emergencies. Specifically, the event aims to consolidate political
momentum for the 2030 Global Agenda for Sepsis. The Agenda is
the first global strategy to reduce suffering of 48.9 million
children, women, and men annually and improve health
outcomes from Sepsis. The event will also encourage other UN
Member States to join the High-Level Political Panel on Sepsis to
be established in September 2025.

Helen Keller Int., Task Force
for Global Health, Tanzania
Focal point: aweaver@hki.org

Medical Women'’s
International Association,
Clinton Health Access
Initiative, Egypt, Guyana,
Global Sepsis Alliance,
UNITE Parliamentarians
Network for Global Health
Virchow Foundation
Sepsis Stiftung

Focal point:
mariam.jashi@global-sepsis-
alliance.org

XXIIl (NEW)

XXII (NEW)
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Notes:

Room capacity information (based on information provided by UNOG):

Room Vil Vil XXII WVIlII XXl XXIV XXV XXVI

Number of 200 113 200+ 600 244 244 122 344
participants

Final confirmations are being obtained from a number of organizers, and room numbers continue to be updated, based on information received. In case of questions or
requests for additions, please email HQgoverningbodies@who.int

Read more about the WHA78:

https://apps.who.int/gb/e/e wha78.html

https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly/78th-world-health-assembly

Should you wish your side event to be advertised in other platforms, kindly contact: https://unfoundation.org/world-health-assembly/ and https://whaguide.com/
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