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Side event application / Formulaire de demande de réunion parallèle 

Contact  

Name/Nom: Federal Office of Public Health, Switzerland 
Date of application/Date de la 
demande: 29.3.19 

Delegation(s)/Délégation(s): Switzerland 

Telephone, Email/Téléphone, courriel:  

Federal Office of Public Health; International Affairs Division  

Tel.: +41 58 464 55 65 

International@bag.admin.ch  

Concept 

The Swiss Federal Office of Public Health are planning a side event during the 72nd World Health Assembly (2019) in Geneva 

under the title:  

Sustainable Financing of UHC – Performing systems in changing societies 

Background: 

Shifting demographics, epidemiological and technological trends, as well as people’s expectations are challenging health 

systems and health-financing systems around the globe. To find sustainable ways to finance health systems that guarantee 

people to receive the health services they need without suffering financial hardship is at the forefront of international discussions. 

International institutions and national administrations are working hard to improve access to and efficiency in health systems to 

guarantee adequate health coverage.  

The year 2019 with its focus on Universal Health Coverage is a unique chance to have an inclusive discussion on the design of 

health financing systems that are performing and flexible to adapt to changing societies. An aging population, a rising burden 

of noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), new treatments and growing expectations are cost drivers in many societies around the 

world leading to ever-rising expenses for health. At the same time, fiscal space and resource mobilization for health are 

constrained by economic growth and increases in incomes.     

There are many ways of collecting, pooling and using funds for health each of it with its advantages and disadvantages. There 

are no “silver bullets” as stated by a joint report of the WHO, OECD and the World Bank in 2018. It is rather a blend of intelligently 

designed mechanisms incorporating context specific needs and costumes to deliver efficient and quality health services. 

Informed and bold decisions have to be taken by political leaders to find the best blend of measures to ensure Universal Health 

Coverage by 2030. This side event should present some lessons learned to develop performing health systems and health-

financing systems that reflect the changes and needs of today’s societies. 

Objectives: 

The Side Event Sustainable Financing of UHC – Performing systems in changing societies is an opportunity to hear from political 

decision makers and representatives of leading international institutions on how to design sustainable health-financing systems 

that provide quality, affordable health services. The keynote speeches and the following discussion should give representatives 

from high income, middle to low income countries the chance to highlight their specific challenges to establish sustainable 

health-financing systems that provide Universal Health Coverage to its citizens.  

The discussion should focus on the challenges of changing societies and its consequences for health systems and their 

sustainable financing. Speakers should be given room to share experiences on how to shape such processes, on how adaptive 

systems can be designed and on what works and what not. 



 

Specific questions might be: 

 How can the funding of healthcare and solidarity between the various groups in the population be ensured?  

 How can the burgeoning costs of healthcare be slowed?  

 How can the health opportunities of the most vulnerable groups in the population be improved and their risks 

minimized?  

 What funding sources are fit fur purpose in the specific context? 

 What are flexible financing mechanisms to effectively address health emergencies? 

Content: 

 

Agenda 

   

Topic Speaker 
Introduction & setting the scene Challenges and solutions for 

sustainable Health financing 
systems– same, same but 
different?  
 

 (TBD) 

Keynote Speech I 
 Current and future challenges of 

shifting demographics, 

epidemiological and 

technological trends, as well as 

people’s expectations – lessons 

from Switzerland 

 Mr Alain Berset, Federal 

Councillor, Health Minister; 

Switzerland 

Keynote Speech II 
 Current and future challenges of 

shifting demographics, 

epidemiological and 

technological trends, as well as 

people’s expectations – lessons 

from a middle income country 

 Health Minister, middle income 

country (TBD) 

Moderated Discussion 

(Moderated discussion on 
challenges to finance UHC and 
feasible approaches to design 
high-performance health financing 
systems and therefore resilient 
health system)  

 Sustainable health financing 

systems to create resilient 

health systems  

 Joint Budgeting for improved 

health 

 Sustainable financing of UHC – 

lessons learned 

 WBG 

 WHO 

 Health Minister (low income 

country) 

 Health Minister (high income 

country)  
(all TBC) 

Concluding remarks  
 (TBD) 

 

 

 

Event details / détails de la réunion 

Date  21.5.19                                                                                        Time/Heure   12 :30 – 14 :00                                                                              

Expected number of participants/Nombre de participants attendus : 100 

Exact title of the event/Titre exact de la réunion:  

 

Sustainable Financing of UHC – Performing systems in changing societies 

 

Interpretation/Interprétation 

Interpretation may be provided in the official languages and the estimated costs are as follows: 2 languages: 2568 CHF; 
3 languages: 5136 CHF; 6 languages: 11985 CHF. 



 

L’interprétation peut être assurée dans les langues officielles aux coûts estimés suivants : 2 langues-2568 CHF;  

3 langues : 5136 CHF; 6 langues : 11985 CHF. 

Are interpretation services requested? / L’interprétation est-elle requise ? Yes/Oui   No/Non   

(If yes, which languages)/(Si oui, en quelle langue)       

English/Anglais  French/Français  Russian/Russe  Spanish/Espagnol  Chinese/Chinois  Arabic/Arabe  

Other language/autre langue:       

Invoice to be sent to/ Facture à envoyer à:  

Name/Nom: Federal Office of Public Health (FOPH) 

Postal address/ Adresse postale: Schwarzenburgstrasse 157, 3097 Liebefeld, Switzerland 

E-mail/Courriel: International@bag.admin.ch 

Room Layout/Aménagement des salles 

Due to type of furniture and technical equipment in the room, the layout of the rooms cannot be changed. For information 
regarding the location and layout of rooms at the Palais des Nations, please see: 
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057CB67/(httpPages)/BAE3AF717207A5AF80256EF80049C552?OpenDocument 

Le type de mobilier et les installations techniques dans les salles ne permettent pas de modifier l’aménagement de celles-ci. 
Pour tout renseignement sur l’emplacement ou la disposition des salles au Palais des Nations voir le lien : 
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057CB67/(httpPages)/BAE3AF717207A5AF80256EF80049C552?OpenDocument 

*Badges/ Badges d’accès 

WHA side events are for participants of the WHA and, as such, panelists and participants should be drawn from those 
participating in the Health Assembly. 

Les réunions parallèles sont réservées aux participants de l’Assemblée; Les orateurs de ces réunions doivent donc être choisis 
parmi ceux-ci.  

 

Please complete the form and send it to / Merci de remplir le formulaire et de l’envoyer à  

hqgoverningbodies@who.int   

by 29 March 2019 

 


