
 

 

 
 Seventy-first World Health Assembly / Soixante et onzième Assemblée mondiale de la Santé 
 Palais des Nations 
 May 2018 / Mai 2018  

 
 Side event application / Formulaire de demande de réunion parallèle 
 Contact  

Name/Nom: Mr Saud Al Saati (KSA, Mission), Mr Hideaki Nishizawa (Japan, Mission), 
Ms Corinna Hulnhagen (Germany, Mission) & Ms Debs Berry (UK, Mission) 

Date of application: 6 April 2018 

Delegation(s)/Délégation(s):  

1. Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, route de Lausanne 263,1292 Chambesy, Geneva 

2. Permanent Mission of Japan, Chemin des Fins 3, 1218, Grand-Saconnex, Geneva 

3. Permanent Mission of the Federal Republic of Germany, Chemin du Petit-Saconnex 28C, 1209, Geneva 

4. Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Avenue Louis Casaï 58, 1216 Cointrin 

Telephone, Email/Téléphone, courriel:  

1. Tel: +41 22 770 07 00; Fax: +41 22 758 00 00; Email: saudimission@bluewin.ch / saud.alsaati@gmail.com  
2. Tel: +41 22 717 31 11; Fax: +41 22 788 38 11; Email: hideaki.nishizawa@mofa.go.jp  
3. Tel: +41 22 730 11 11; Fax: +41 22 734 30 43; Email: w-1-io@genf.diplo.de  
4. Tel: +41 22 918 23 53; Fax: +41 22 918 23 10; Email: debs.berry@fco.gov.uk  

Member States Confirmed as co-organisers: 

Czech Republic, Denmark, Kenya, Luxembourg, Malta, Oman, Poland, South Africa and Sri Lanka. 

 
Concept 

Description of proposed side event, including objective, expected results, proposed programme and speakers* / 
Description de la réunion parallèle proposée, y compris les objectifs, les résultats attendus, l’ordre du jour et les orateurs* :  

 

Description of proposed side event 

Patient Safety is a critical global public health issue and has a widely accepted role in enabling health systems to achieve 

effective universal health coverage (UHC). The Director General of WHO, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreysus, emphasised the 

essential role of patient safety in achieving UHC recently at the 6th Annual World Patient Safety, Science and Technology 

Summit in February 2018, and urged countries and all stakeholders for urgent action to improve patient safety globally. The 

issue of patient safety has assumed crucial importance within the overall context of UHC, as expansion of coverage and 

improvements in access to health services would mean nothing unless the services provided are safe. The link between UHC 

and patient safety is therefore intrinsically linked to achieving “access to quality essential health-care services…for all” under 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 3), since access to care will not achieve its ultimate goal of improving health if patients 

are exposed to errors and avoidable harm or death.  

 

Unsafe care exerts a very high public health burden worldwide, especially in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), and 

can impact significantly on organisational reputation, staff morale and public trust in a health care system, and in a 

government.  Every year, an inadmissible number of patients are harmed or die because of unsafe and poor quality 

healthcare and most of these injuries are avoidable. Patient harm is now estimated to be the 14th leading cause of the global 

disease burden, comparable to diseases such as tuberculosis and malaria. There is a tremendous cost to patients, healthcare 

systems and societies caused by unsafe care. For example, unsafe medication practices and medication errors are a leading 

cause of injury and avoidable harm in health care systems across the world. In financial terms alone, the cost of medication 

errors has been estimated at $42bn USD annually. 

 

The side event will bring together policy makers, NGOs and Member States and provide the opportunity to countries from all 

WHO regions to review the underlying systemic issues affecting patient safety globally, share experiences in addressing 

barriers and creating solutions to strengthen systems and practices, and call for urgent action by all key national and 

international stakeholders -  policy makers, health care leaders, professionals and patients to improve patient safety globally 

for achieving effective UHC. 

 

Objectives of the side event 

1. To review the scope and magnitude of the challenge of patient safety globally, analyse the underlying systemic issues 

affecting patient safety, and emphasise the need for international collaboration and urgent action for improving patient 

safety globally.  

2. To learn from countries’ experiences and explore policy options and priorities for improving patient safety, quality and 



 

 

efficiency of health care systems within the context of universal health coverage. 

3. To examine the global burden of avoidable medication-related harm, and highlight the need for concerted action by health 

care leaders, policy makers, professionals and patients for improving medication safety.  

 

Expected results 

1. Raised awareness of the essential role of patient safety in strengthening health systems and achieving effective universal 

health coverage. 

2. High-level political commitment and international collaboration for global action on patient safety including a proposal for 

World Health Assembly resolution on Global Action on Patient Safety and a Global Patient Safety Collaborative to support 

LMICs. 

3. Prioritisation of concerted action on medication safety to address significant patient harm due to medication errors and 

unsafe medication practices.     

 

Proposed programme and speakers  

Title: Global action on patient safety for achieving effective universal health coverage. 
 

Chairs:  

 His Excellency Dr Tawfiq bin Fawzan bin Muhammad Al-Rabiah, Minister of Health, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

 Ms Michiyo Takagi, State Minister for Health, Labor and Welfare, Government of Japan 

 Mr Jens Spahn, Federal Minister of Health, Federal Government of Germany 

 Mr Jeremy Hunt, Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Government of the United Kingdom 

 

Speakers: 

1. Opening and Introductory remarks by Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus (to be confirmed) and the four 

Ministerial co-chairs (named above). 

 

 2. Sharing of country experiences (challenges, solutions, priorities and opportunities) and international efforts in improving 

patient safety and the quality and efficiency of health care for the achievement of effective universal health coverage 

(intervention length dependent on number of speakers): 

 

• United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland - Mr Jeremy Hunt, Secretary of State for Health 

• Germany – Mr Jens Spahn, Federal Minister of Health 

• Japan – Ms Michiyo Takagi, State Minister or Ms Mizuho Onuma, Parliamentary Vice Minister 

• Saudi Arabia - Dr Abdulelah Al Hawasawi, Director, Saudi Patient Safety Center 

• Kenya – Hon Sicily Kariuki, Cabinet Secretary for Health 

• Poland – Minister Lukasz Szumowski or Deputy Minister Marcin Czech 

• Sri Lanka - Minister of Health (to be confirmed) 

 

3. Moderated discussion, questions and comments 

 

4. Summary from the chairs 

 

5. Closing  
 

 
Event details / details de la réunion 

Expected number of participants/Nombre de participants attendus : 150 attendees, 8 speakers 
  

Exact title of the meeting/Titre exact de la réunion:  
 
Global action on patient safety for achieving effective universal health coverage. 
 

 

Interpretation/Interprétation 

Interpretation may be provided in the official languages and the estimated costs are as follows: 2 languages: 2561 CHF; 
3 languages: 5123 CHF; 6 languages: 11953 CHF. 
L’interprétation peut être assurée dans les langues officielles aux coûts estimés suivants : 2 langues-2561 CHF;  
3 langues : 5123 CHF; 6 langues: 11953 CHF. 
 

Are interpretation services requested? / L’interprétation est-elle requise ? Yes/Oui   No/Non   

(If yes, which languages)/(Si oui, en quelle langue) To be confirmed 

English/Anglais  French/Français   Russian/Russe  Spanish/Espagnol   Chinese/Chinois   Arabic/Arabe   



 

 

Other language/autre langue:       

 
Room Layout/Aménagement des salles 

Due to type of furniture and technical equipment in the room, the layout of the rooms cannot be changed. For information 
regarding the location and layout of rooms at the Palais des Nations, please see: 
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057CB67/(httpPages)/BAE3AF717207A5AF80256EF80049C552?OpenDocument 
 
Le type de mobilier et les installations techniques dans les salles ne permettent pas de modifier l’aménagement de celles-ci. Pour 
tout renseignement sur l’emplacement ou la disposition des salles au Palais des Nations voir le lien : 
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057CB67/(httpPages)/BAE3AF717207A5AF80256EF80049C552?OpenDocument 
 

 
*Badges/ Badges d’accès 

WHA side events are for participants of the WHA and, as such, panellists and participants should be drawn from those 
participating in the Health Assembly. 
 
Les réunions parallèles sont réservées aux participants de l’Assemblée; Les orateurs de ces réunions doivent donc être choisis 
parmi ceux-ci.  
 

Please complete the form and send it to / Merci de remplir le formulaire et de l’envoyer à hqgoverningbodies@who.int 

 


