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Syrian Arab Republic sexual misconduct

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In light of both local and global challenges, the actual need has emerged to address
a crucial issue— all forms of sexual misconduct —with the aim of protecting all
segments of society and maintaining its stability.

The Ministry of Health has joined efforts with the WHO Country Office to review the
sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct followed by the organization. The
ministry has designated a liaison officer for the WHO's sexual misconduct policy,
who is currently the Minister of Health.

Great attention has been given to this policy and to the importance of establishing
a specific policy for the health sector. The significant role of the Syrian Commission
for Family Affairs and Population has been invested in providing a clear institutional
framework for protection, with the commission being a key partner. Additionally,
the Ministry of Health reviewed the accountability framework of the WHO's sexual
misconduct policy from the outset.

It is worth mentioning that the Ministry of Health welcomed the regional
coordinator on sexual misconduct, and it was an important visit to exchange views
on the importance of having a dedicated policy for preventing misconduct. Further,
several workshops were conducted to raise awareness about the WHO's policy on
preventing and addressing sexual misconduct, targeting health program officials in
the Ministry of Health's central administration and approximately 800 healthcare
workers in the health sector.

The ministry is committed to issuing a governmental policy, and to this end, it has
worked closely with relevant ministries such as the Ministry of Justice and the
Ministry of the Interior to study the mechanism for implementing this policy in the
Ministry of Health's institutions and setting the standards for its implementation
through two workshops involving around 80 students from the Higher Institute of
Justice and 45 judges from the courts.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

The ministry is also committed to presenting the code of conduct in all its joint
activities with the World Health Organization. In this regard, we congratulate the
WHO for its leadership in the subject and the transparency with which it operates.

The related meetings concluded with the following recommendations:
- Emphasizing sexual education for children.

- Forming central and regional committees to present convicted individuals of
sexual crimes and misconduct for treatment, counseling, and guidance.

- Encouraging victims to report incidents of sexual exploitation and abuse.

- Strengthening monitoring in places where sexual crimes are likely and expected to
occur, such as public parks, public transportation, and others.

- Conducting regular awareness campaigns through visual, audio, and print media,
within state facilities and institutions, and through mosque imams and church

clergy.
- Ensuring that labor laws include appropriate behaviors, sanctions, and
recommendations to reduce the risk of sexual harassment, exploitation, and abuse

in the workplace. Additionally, enhancing the use of legal technology to facilitate
reporting of sexual crimes through mobile applications, email, and other means.

- Implementing strict hiring criteria to reduce the likelihood of employing or
involving individuals who may pose a risk of committing sexual misconduct.

- Enacting a specific law to combat sexual misconduct.

- Providing appropriate training for professionals working in the field of combating
sexual crimes, such as judges and police officers, to perform their duties to the
fullest.

- Establishing a specialized authority to prevent sexual misconduct.
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The Syrian Penal Code, issued by Legislative Decree No. 48 of 1949, addresses
sexual exploitation, harassment, and abuse in several articles, prescribing various
penalties. However, given the specific nature of these crimes, we propose
tightening the penalties further, in addition to imposing corrective measures that
are appropriate for each case individually. This is because the concept of
punishment has evolved—it is no longer merely retributive but also rehabilitative.

- The need to update the Medical Professions Practice Law to explicitly criminalize
sexual misconduct by medical practitioners and to work on issuing a Public Health
Law.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thus, we find that preventing sexual misconduct requires a multi-faceted approach
involving awareness, education, communication, and community engagement. By
understanding the root causes of sexual violence and promoting a culture of
respect and consent, we can collectively work towards reducing the occurrence of
such crimes. Each individual has a role in fostering safer environments, and we
cannot hope to mitigate the impact of sexual assault in our communities without
joint efforts, the exchange of ideas, and the determination to protect our society
from this dangerous behavior.

Thank you.
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