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At the Second World Health Assembly, a resolution was .approved"*" requesting 
the Director-General to proceed with the collection of information on physical 
training and to hold consultations with experts with a view to submitting a 
programme to the Third World Health Assembly. 

As no specific budgetary provision was made by the Second World Health 
Assembly for activities in this field and also bearing in mind the urgent need 
for economy in expenditure on non-priority subjects which was further emphasized 
by the reduction in the budget made by the Executive Board at its fifth session, 
the Director-General considered it advisable to consult with certain Member 
States who had had a wide experience in the field of physical training. 
Accordingly, a letter was sent late in February 1950 to the Governments of 
Australia, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, France, Finland, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
South Africa, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the United States of America 
requesting suggestions for a suitable programme in physical training. At the 
same time the Director-General made reference to the collaboration of WHO with 
the United Nations Department of Social Affairs in the broad field of 
rehabilitation and with the Fédération Internationale Médico-Sportive concerning 
the role of preventive medicine in athletics. 

Up to the time of writing this paper, replies have been received from the 
Governments of the United Kingdom and the United. States, in which the opinions 
were expressed that in view of the diverse nature of the subject and the 
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necessity for concentration of effort in the priority subjects, Ш0 should 
confine its activities in this field to continued collaboration with the 
United Nations Department of Social Affairs and the Fédération Internationale 
Médico-Sportive. 

In the light of the foregoing, therefore, the Third World Health Assembly 
might wish to consider the following resolution: 

The Third World Health assembly 

Having studied the information presented by the Director-
General, 

Considering that in view of the fact that the field of 
physical training presents many non-medical aspects and does not 
constitute a priority subject as laid down by the First World 
Health Assembly,, 

^nd further having in mind the present budgetary limitations 
of the World Health Organization 

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to postpone further action in 
the establishment of a programme in the field of physical 
training; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue participation in 
this activity as far as is feasible within the sections of the 
Secretariat; and 

3. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director-General to maintain the 
collaboration established in this connexion with the United Nations 
Department of Social Affairs, the specialized agencies, and relevant 
non-governmental organizations. 
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