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The Government of the United Kingdom has made application on behalf of the 

Territory of Southern Rhodesia for admission to the World Health Organization as 

Associate Member. This request was made -within the time limit required by the 

Rules of Procedure of the Assembly. 

The relevant letter and other information are reproduced below. 

LETTER DATED 28 MARCH 1950 FROM THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM TO THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

I am directed by Mr. Secretary Bevin to state, with reference to Article 8 

of the Constitution of the World Health Organization, that His Majesty's Govern-

ment in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland wish to make 

application on behalf of the Territory of Southern Rhodesia to be admitted as an 

Associate Member of the Organization at the forthcoming Health Assembly which 

commences on the 8th May, 1950. 

Southern Rhodesia, comprising Matabeleland and Mashonaland, is that part 

of. the territory named after Cecil Rhodes lying south of the Zambesi River, 

its political neighbours being Northern Rhodesia and Portuguese East Africa on 

the North; the Transvaal and Bechuanaland on the South and West; and Portuguese 

East Africa on the East. The total area is 150,333 square miles. The popu-

lation (census of 1946) numbered 82,382 Europeans, 2,913 Asiatics and 4,588 

Coloureds; the population (estimated at December 31, 1948) was: Europeans 

110,000; Asiatics 3 ,280 ; Coloureds 4,880; Natives 1,630,000, giving a com-

bined total of 1 ,748,160. In 1948 there were 2,853 European births and 821 

deaths, the death-rate remaining stable at 8 per 1 ,000 . 

The natives of Southern Rhodesia (members of the Bantu race) are Amandebele 

(known more usually as Matabele); Kalanga, who occupy Matabeleland, the western 

"Extracts from Whitaker's Almanack, 1950 
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portion of the Colony; and • àssasuru, %karanga and a number of other tribes 

which prouped together are brradly described as the Mashona, who are settled 

•' ('for the most part) in .iashonaland, the eastern part of the territory. 

Social Service. The. Government of the Colony of Southern Rhodesia maintains 15 

i general hospitals, 1 mental diseases hospital, 1 nervous disorders hospital• 

and 2 leprosy hospitals. In addition there are 6 general hospitals maintained by 

mining companies, and 1 large private nursing home. There are 7 maternity homes 

and 3 maternity vdngs of general hospitals maintained by Government as well as 

2 privately-run registered maternity homes. Three ox the largor local authorities 

provide hospital facilities for the treatment of infectious disease. 

There are 2 main public health laboratories for routine investigations as well 

as 2 clinical pathology'departments at hospitals. 

There is a sect-ion of preventive medicine within the Government Department 

of Public Health with its own staff to control epidemic and endemic diseases. 

"or the African population, Government maintains 76 rural clinics which have 

ar.c.çr*ïpdation for in-patients. Thirty missions maintain native hospitals which 

vat у Л? от small buildings to elaborately equipped modern general hospitals. All 

•..iiese receive financial assistance from Government, both in respect of capital 

expenditure and of maintenance costs. папу of the smaller mines and a few of the 

larger farms and industrial concerns maintain small hospitals for their employees. 

A research unit is engaged in the investigation of problems in malaria and 

schistosomiasis. A National Nutrition Council has been established. Africans 

are trained as nursing orderlies, microscopists and health demonstrators. 

Government. The Colony obtained self-government in 1923 and has a Parliament 

of 30 members and a Cabinet of 6 members. The King is represented by a Gover-

nor who presides over the Executive Council. The only reserved legislation is 

differential legislation affecting the'native population, which is subject to 

the consent of the Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations. 

Municipal self-government has been established in the city of Salisbury, 

the city of bulawayo, and in the towns of Umtali, Gwelo, G•tooma and лие Due. 

Smaller areas are administered by Town Management boards. 

On March 6, 1938, a Royal Commission was appointed by the Imperial Government 

"to enquire and report whether any form of closer co-operation or association 

between Southern Khodesia, Northern xihodesia and Nyasaland is desirable and 

feasible, with due regard to the interests of all the inhabitants, irrespective 

of 

race, of the territories concerned". The Commission reported that immediate 

amalganation was not in the best interests of the territories concerned, but in 

1944 the United Kingdom Government announced the establishment of the Central 

African Council to co-ordinate joint services common to the two Rhodesias and 

Nyasaland; joint services are now in operation with regard to currency, meteoro-

logy, airways, archives, town planning, broadcasting, films for Africans, stati-

stics, scientific research and Court of Appeal. An Inter-territorial Commission 

is investigating hydro-electric power schemes to serve the two Rhodesias. The 

Central African Council is advisory only and has no executive authority, all inter-
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territorial action being subject to the approval of the respective legislatures. 

The Council consists of the Governor of Southern Khodesia (Chairman), the Governors 

of Northern Rhodesia and Ny as aland, the -frime Minister of Southern Rhodesia (ex 

officio) and of 3 ordinary members from each territory appointed at intervals of 

2 years. The Council meets at least twice in each calentar year ana has a per-

manent secretariat. 

Governor and Commander-in-Chief 

Ministry 

(Constituted Sept. 1948) 

Prime Minister, Minister of Native Affairs and JiLnister of Defence 

and External Affairs 

Minister of Finance and Posts and Telegraphs 

Minister of Agriculture and Lands 

Minister of Mines and Transport 

Minister of Internal Affairs, Health, Education and Justice 

Minister of Trade and Industrial Development 


