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1, In accordance with the Statutes of the Foundation, approved by the Executive 
Board at its third session,^ "a bronze medal and the sum of 1,000 Swiss francs ... 
shall be awarded whenever the accumulated interests on the Foundation's capital 
amounts to a net sum of not less than 1,000 Swiss francs, after deducting the total 

2 
cost of striking the medal". The Director-General has the honour to report that 
on 1 January 1950 the total interests available on the Foundation's oapital 
amounted to Swiss franes 3*685. 

According to the Statutes, the World Health Assembly has to elect, for a 
period of five years, five experts in social medicine who shall form the "Léon 
Bernard Foundation Committee" and shall propose to the World Health Assembly the 
award of the prize. 

Further, the Statutes provide that "any national health administration may 
put forward the name of any person whose candidature is thought worthy of con-
sideration with a view to the award of the prize; the nomination must be 
accompanied by a written statement of the reasons on which it is based. The same 
candidature may be submitted on several occasions if unsuccessful. The candidature 
must be in respect cf a work either published or executed within five years pre-
ceding the award of the prize. No condition is made as to the age, sex, profession 
or nationality of the author." 

2. In order to assist in carrying out the above provisions, the following steps 
have been taken by the Director-General: 

1 Off.Reс. World Hlth.0rg. 17, 10, 2.1.4. 
2 Ibid, 30, Annex 5 
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2.1 Arrangements are being made for the recast of the die of the mèdal and for 
engraving the name of the person to whom the prize is awarded at the last moment. 
2.2 Governments have been requested to put forward the names of suitable candi-
dates prior to the opening of the first meeting of the Third World Health 
Assembly. Up to 1 April 1950, fourteen countries had replied; two countries 
stated that they have no candidates to put forward, five asked for more informa-
tion, five simply acknowledged receipt of the'circular letter, and two proposed 
candidates and sent the necessary documentation. 

3. Scrutiny of the Statutes, and in particular Article 1, has shown that the 
existing provisions, though theoretically satisfactory, are in practice un-
workable, as the cost of convening a special-committee of experts, which would 
have to be met out of the funds of the Foundation, would'have to be met out of 
interest and .capital, thereby seriously prejudicing the "very objects of the 
Foundation. in order to execute these objects without sUch prejudice, the 
following alternatives may be considered» • . • 

3.1 The. appointment of five experts, as provided in Article 1," either selected 
on a limited geographical basis, or making decisions by correspondence in order 
to reduce expenses. (Although this alternative is included, it is doubtful if 
it could ever be entirely suitable or practicable.). ....< • • ' ; 

....... • or •' "• ' 

3.2 Appointment of a Léon Bernard Foundation Committee from among qualified 
delegates to the Third World Health Assembly; such Committee to make its 
proposals towards the end of the Assembly, taking into consideration the . .. 
recommendations sent in by governments. The award might then be made at the 
closing session of the Assembly, and the Committee could,.then be dissolved. If ' 
this Alternative were followed, it would be necessary to amend Article 1, para 2, 
of the Léon Bernard Foundation Statutes. 

or 
V 

3-3 Appointment of a béon Bernard Foundation Committee consisting of the 
Executive Board as a whole, or the Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen'of the Board, 
and two members elected by the Executive Board. This solution would also require 
the redrafting of the Statutes. 
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4. An early decision is necessary as to which of the above alternative methods 
is to be used. Since the last solution offers some great practical advantages , 
and, in particular, continuity, freedom from additional expenses, and flexibility, 
the Third World Health Assembly may wish to consider a resolution along the 
following lines? 

Considering that Article 1 of the Statutes of the Léon Bernard Foundation 
provides for the election for a period of five years of five experts in 
social medicine who shall form the Léon Bernard Foundation Committeej 

Considering that the cost of convening this Committee, which would have to 
be met out of the funds of the Foundation, would seriously prejudice its 
objects, 

The Third World Health Assembly 

RESOLVES that Article 1 of the Statutes of the Léon Bernard Foundation be 
amended as follows s 

Article 1 

A Committee styled the "Léon Bernard Foundation Committee" shall be formed 
and shall be composed of the following members: 

The Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Executive Board as such, and 
two persons serving on the Executive Board elected by the Board for a 
period not exceeding their term of office on the Board. 

The Director-General of the World Health Organization shall act as Admini-
strator of the Foundation and as Secretary of the Committee. 

REQUESTS the Executive Board to establish a Léon Bernard Foundation 
Committée in accordance with the Statutes of the Foundation as revised. 
This Committee shall propose to the Fourth World Health Assembly the award 
of the prize to the candidate selected by it. 


