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In the course of the normal development of its jurisdiction and field of 
activitiesj the World Health Organization is more and more frequently supplying, 
in addition to the general services enjoyed by all Members of the Organization, 
special services to one or other of the latter. The long-term campaigns for 
the control of malaria in certain countries illustrate the recent extension of 
action of this bilateral nature, whioh moreover, is expressly provided for by 
the •Constitution of the Organization"*". 

Although thé carrying out of tasks representing a common interest, such as 
the publication of the Epidemiological Bulletins, standardizations, the investi-
gations and critical surveys carried out by the Expert Committees, etc., does 
not give rise to any problem of special appropriations (since all the members 
of the Organization benefit equally thereby), this does not hold good as re-
gards special aid given by the Organization to one of its members, 

Such aid is equivalent, in fact, to a direct subsidy from the Organization 
to the State which is the beneficiary therefrom and an indirect subsidy from 
the other contributing States. The burden of contributions - to mention only 
one aspect of the problem - is thus appreciably changed and the scale of 
assessments, the aim of which is to distribute this burden equitably between the 
States Members, fails of its object to some extent. 

Because of the extension which these special services will be called upon 
to undergo and the substantial form which they are tending to take in the future, 

1 Ch.II. Article 2 



it appears necessary to define, on the basis of the experience of the other 
international organizations, the principles and methods which should be applied, 
on the one hand in the choice which may have to be made between the requests for 
direct assistance presented by the Governments to WHO, and, on the other hand, 
in the granting by the Organization of the assistance requested. 

The competence of the deliberative organs, in particular of the Executive 
Board, being recognized in principle as concerns discrimination between such 
requests, the application of this authority, in the view of the French Government, 
should be sufficiently elastic not to hamper in any way the action of the WHO 
Secretariat, but rather to facilitate the task of the latter„ 

In practice, distinctions arise because of the different categories of aid 
which may be requested, in particular according to their, nature and degree of 
urgency. 

It is clear that the granting of urgent aid, for example in the case of an 
epidemic, cannot as a general rule be subject to the advance approval of the 
Board. It should therefore depend on the decision of the Director-General, whose 
duty it will be to report to the Board subsequently on the measures taken and the 
expenditure involved. 

Similarly, the awarding of fellowships and the sending of experts on short-
term missions may be left, under the same conditions, to the judgment of the 
Administration within the framework of the general directives formulated by the 
Board, after examination of the arrangements made and the sums expended by the 
Administration for the preceding period in the field in question. 

On the other hand, it seems desirable that the' granting to a Government of 
aid not of an indisputably urgint character and involving considerable expenditure, 
such as the dispatch of long-term expert missions, of medical supplies or 
teaching equipment, should be Subject to the decision of the Executive Board. 

In accordance with these considerations, the French Government has the 
honour to submit the following draft resolution for consideration by the Assembly». 

The Third World Health Assembly 

RESOLVES 
1. that the Executive Board alone shall be empowered to determine in what way 



requests for aid submitted to the Organization by a State Member shall be treated; 

2. that the Board may, however, for certain categories of requests which it 
decides correspond either to urgent needs or to normal services, delegate in 
advance its powers of decision to the Director-General; the latter to report 
periodically to the Board the decisions taken, the results obtained and the sums 
expended in each case, and 

3. that subject to the provisions of paragraph 2, 

(a) in order to enable the Board to give an opinion on the requests for aid 
submitted to the Organization, a technical committee of .... members, shall be 
appointed to examine, in conjunction with the Director-General, the nature, 
extent, cost and relative urgency of each of the projects presented as well as 
the consequences of its implementation, both within the framework of the health 
policy of the State concerned and in that of the general programme of the 
Organization, and to report thereon to the Board; 

(b) the terms and conditions of the aid granted to a State after approval 
by the Board shall be fixed by agreement in each case between the Government of 
the said State and the Director-General, which shall specify, in particular, the 
contribution to be made on each side, both as concerns financing the aid and as 
regards the necessary services, eqviipment and personnel. The agreement shall 
be brought to the knowledge of the States Members; 

(c) so as to ensure that the composition of missions sent by the 
Organization in connexion with the aid granted to a State be as international as 
possible, the Director-General shall, in consultation with the States Manbers, 
establish and keep- up-to-date lists of experts who may be placed at the disposal 
of States requesting aid, such lists to be communicated periodically to the 
States Members, and furthermore, the Director-General shall inform those States 
Members who can supply such assistance of the requests for aid, and, so that they 
may exercise free choice, shall submit to the States requesting aid, in every 
case, the names of available experts having the required qualifications. 


