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At its jecond session in May 1948 the Expert Committee on Malaria emphasized 
the necessity for preventing the introduction of anophelines, by sea or by air, 
into areas which are free, had been freed, or were in the process of being freed 
from them, and submitted to the First World Health Assembly"'" its views on methods 
which might be adopted in this connexion. 

The First World Health Assembly, in recognizing the Italian Government's 
right to apply measures of disinsection in Sardinia, apart from those required by 
existing Sanitary Conventions, requested the Director-General to bring the efforts 
of the Italian Government to the attention of all Members, with a recommendation 
for their co-operation-, and instructed the Executive Board to arrange for a study 
of measures which might be given general application in preventing the introduc-
tion of anophelines into receptive areas. Furthermore, the First World Health 
Assembly directed the Executive Board to report concerning any action taken 
pursuant to the foregoing. 

All Member Governments were circularized in terms of the resolution, (13 
replies have to date been received, 10 of which offer full collaboration.) 

At its third session the Executive Board noted that the resolution of the 
First World Health Assembly had been communicated to Members and that the Italian 
Government had been requested to submit a report on measures taken and results 
obtained. 

The Expert Committee on Insecticides considered the question at its first 
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session in May 1949. The opinions submitted in its report are summarized as follows? 

(1) Disinsection of sea- and aircraft and mutatis mutandis of land traffic 
when indicated, constituted a substantial obstacle to the introduction of 
anophelines. 

(2) It would be necessary to maintain a systematic search for anophelines in 
the freed areas to deal with accidental importation, and to insist on the 
notification of all cases of malaria. 

Disinsection methods which might be used in ships of small tonnage were described, 
but it was added that insufficient information was available for heavy-tonnage 
passenger vessels. 

These views were noted by thé Second World Health Assembly at its tenth Plenary 
Meeting in June 1949. 

At its third session in August 1949 the Expert Committee on Malaria considered 
the opinion of the Expert Committee on Insecticides and reaffirmed its view that 
the most effective safeguard against the introduction of anophelines is by the rigid 
enforcement of anti-mosquito sanitation around air and sea ports. 

The Committee further considered that measures of disinsection at present 
applicable to aircraft should be extended to sea and land traffic from places which 
are not free from possible malaria vectors, but agreed on the necessity for insti-
tuting further investigations before regulations are formulated for the treatment 
of ships of heavy tonnage. 

At its second session in December 1949 the Expert Committee on International 
Epidemiology and Quarantine also discussed the report of the Expert Committee on 
Insecticides, and expressed the wish that this Committee, suitably reinforced with 
representatives of shipping and port Health Authorities, should provide the desired 
information regarding the disinsection of ships by witnessing, if need be, the 
operations in a country where they pre current practice. 

At its fifth session the Executive Board approved this recommendation and en-
trusted the Expert Committee on Insecticides and the Secretariat with the task of 
collecting sufficient technical information on the subject to enable it to be 
discussed at a Joint Session of the Expert Committee on International Epidemiology 
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and Quarantine and the Expert Committee on Insecticides, in October 1950. At the 

same session* the Board considered the recommendations of the Expert Committee on 
2 Malaria and resolved to refer them to the Third World Health Assembly. 

The collection of technical information has been started by the Director-
General, particularly in respect of Sardinia, Cyprus and South America, and methods 
for carrying out controlled experiments in the disinsection of ships are being 
studied and planned. 

The following draft resolution is therefore submitted to the Third World 
Health Assembly for consideration} 

The Third World Health Assembly, 

Having noted the opinion of the Expert Committees on Malaria, on International 
Epidemiology and Quarantine, and on Insecticides, as to the necessity for 
obtaining information on the practicability, efficiency and cost of the 
various methods of disinsection of ships, 

DECIDES that observations and experiments in connexion with this problem 
should be continued, under the guidance of the Expert Committee on Insecti-
cides, until sufficient information has been obtained to serve as a basis 
for WHO regulations on the subject, and 

REQUESTS the Director-General to take whatever action is necessary for this 
purpose. 
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