
 

AFR/RC44/R7: Expanded Programme on Immunization, Eradication of Poliomyelitis and 

 Elimination of Neonatal Tetanus 

 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Having considered the report of the Regional Director contained in document 

AFR/RC44/14 which describes the EPI situation and sets forth strategies to be implemented in 

the different epidemiological blocs; 

 

Considering resolutions AFR/RC41/R1 and AFR/RC43/R8 on the strengthening of the 

programme in each district, particularly the monitoring of both immunization coverage and 

incidence of priority target diseases as well as resolution AFR/RC42/R3 on mechanisms for 

financing vaccine procurement; 

 

Taking account of the economic, political and social difficulties hampering the 

achievement of the goals of neonatal tetanus elimination, poliomyelitis eradication and measles 

control; 

 

Noting with satisfaction efforts to coordinate all the actors at the regional level within the 

"Task Force on Immunization" in order to reach a consensus on the issue of external support to 

national programmes; 

 

1. COMMENDS the Regional Director on the information and orientations contained in 

his report; 

 

2. STRONGLY REQUESTS Member States: 

 

(i) to take appropriate measures to reverse the trend of decreasing immunization 

coverage by adopting suitable operational strategies in each district; 

 

(ii) to consider reducing the morbidity and mortality due to the target diseases as a 

decisive factor in the implementation of EPI strategies at all levels of the health 

system; 

 

(iii) to establish Task Forces at the different levels of the health system to 

coordinate interventions among the different parents of the programme; 

 

3. APPEALS to agencies of the United  Nations system, governmental cooperation 

bodies and nongovernmental organizations for support as concerns national plans of 

action by assisting with both vaccine supply and the development of epidemiological 

surveillance at the district level; 

 

4. APPEALS to Member States and the international community to organize "Days of 

Peace" so that children in areas affected by socio-political disorder can be vaccinated. 

 

5. URGES the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to strengthen collaboration with Member States in support of the 

implementation of strategies for immunization and target diseases control; 

 

 

 

 



 

(ii) to pursue collaboration with UNICEF, Rotary International, the Canadian 

Public Health Association and other partners in financing and supporting the 

implementation of programme activities; 

 

(iii) to assist Member States, in collaboration with UNICEF and other partners 

concerned, in preparing long-term plans for adequate supply of vaccines, 

including new ones and in mobilizing additional resources; 

 

(iv) to report on progress to Member States and the Regional Committee. 
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