
 

AFR/RC44/R12: AIDS control:  current status of AIDS control activities 

 in the African  Region 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Having examined the report of the Regional Director contained in document AFR/RC44/6 

which describes the current AIDS situation in the African Region and the efforts of Member 

States in combating the epidemic; 

 

Recalling resolutions AFR/RC43/R3 and AFR/RC42/R5 which called on Member States to 

strengthen the management of their national AIDS programmes and increase commitment and 

support for AIDS prevention and control; 

 

Noting with great concern that only 10 countries out of 46 Member States of the African 

Region can guarantee safety of blood transfusion in health care settings; 

 

Recalling that although HIV transmission by blood transfusion is not the most important 

mode but the one mode that Member States can completely prevent through the establishment 

nationwide of well-equipped blood transfusion centres; 

 

Concerned that the structural adjustment programmes instituted to improve the national 

economies of many countries of the Region are affecting the ability of Member States to tackle 

AIDS control and provide adequate remuneration for AIDS control personnel; 

 

1. CONGRATULATES the Regional Director for the clarity of his report and thanks 

him for the detailed information provided on the current status of AIDS Control in 

the Region; 

 

2. COMMENDS  the member countries for their laudable efforts in the implementation 

of the thrusts of the AIDS control programme, particularly those dealing with 

information, education and communication (IEC), community mobilization and the 

integration of HIV/AIDS and STD programmes; 

 

3. URGES Member States: 

 

(i) to take urgent steps to enact blood safety policies, mobilize resources for 

blood service infrastructure development at central and district hospitals, and 

set goals and targets for the attainment of HIV-free blood transfusion in health 

care settings; 

 

(ii) to emphasize interventions targeted at  adolescents by developing specific 

national policies and programmes; 

 

(iii) to appoint adequately qualified and experienced persons to the post of AIDS 

programme managers to reflect the importance that the programme deserves, 

and take appropriate steps to encourage them to remain for longer periods 

with the AIDS control programme; 

 

(iv) to integrate the IEC component of national AIDS control programmes into the 

national health education services of the ministries of health; 

 

(v) to ensure that donor funding for AIDS is used solely for programme activities; 

 



 

(vi) to mobilize human and financial resources at all levels for AIDS control 

activities; 

 

(vii) to give their maximum support to the joint and cosponsored United Nations 

programme on HIV/AIDS when it is established; 

 

(viii) to take urgent steps to implement the OAU Heads of State declaration on the 

AIDS epidemic in Africa [AHG/decl.1 (XXVIII)] which was adopted in July 

1992 in Dakar, the Cairo resolution [AHG/Res.223 (XXIX)] on the AIDS 

epidemic in Africa, and the Tunis declaration on AIDS and the African Child 

in Africa (June 1994); 

 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to support the Member States in developing policy and national strategies on 

blood safety which are indispensable for securing the safety of blood in the 

African Region in the short, medium and long terms; 

 

(ii) to intensify WHO collaboration with Member States to strengthen the 

management of their national programmes, and consider appeals from the 

Member States for the inclusion of their AIDS programme managers in the 

HFA country teams; 

 

(iii) to vigorously undertake action to mobilize resources from the donor 

community for AIDS control in the African Region; 

 

(iv) to submit a progress report on the implementation of this resolution to the 

Regional Committee at its forty-fifth session. 
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