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No minutes were taken of the Eighth Meeting of the 
General Committee, held in private at 9*30 p.m. on 
Thursday, 23 June 1949. 
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1. PROGRAMME OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 
The General Committee decided that the next- plenary meeting 

of the Assembly would be on Saturday, 25 June 1949, at 3*30 p.m. 

2. PROGRAMME FOR THE MAIN COMMITTEES 
Dr. SCHOBER (Czechoslovakia), Chairman of the Committee on 

Administration and Finance, said that he would like to receive 
assurance from the General Committee that if an evening meeting 
were called, there would be enough delegates in attendance to 
ensure a quorum. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL informed the committee that the qiestion 
of attendance at meetings by delegates was very serious. In several 
instances the work of committees had been interrupted and delayed 
because at times not enough delegates were present. He would like 
to ask the General Committee's agreement that when a quorum was not 
reached, the names of the delegates present at the meeting would be 
published in the Assembly Journal, thereby drawing attention to the 
fact that some delegations were not taking an active part in the work 
of the Assembly and its committees. He also asked permission to 
make an announcement on the matter in the committees in session that 
morning and afternoon. 

Dr. DOWLING (Australia) was of opinion that the Director-General 
should go a step further, and bring the matter to the attention of 
each head of delegation, pointing out the seriousness and the impli-
cations of non-attendance by delegates at meetings. 

Dr. STAMPAR (Yugoslavia) thought that night meetings should 
commence as early in the evening as possible. It was not advisable 
to start as late as 9«30 p.m. as many of the delegates had already 
sat through the day's proceedings, and a 9.30 meeting generally 
meant a sitting till -midnight. He suggested 8.30 p.m. as the latent 
time for the beginning of an evening meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN felt that a meeting of the Committee on Adminis-
tration and Finance should be called for 8.30 p.m. that day. The 
Director-General's suggestion and also that of Dr. Dowling would be 
followed in an endeavour to obtain better attendance at meetings. 

It was agreed on Dr. HYDE's suggestion that a meeting of the 
Committee on Programme should be called for that evening. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL announced that as there had not been 
a quorum at the last meeting of the Credentials Committee, it was 
now necessary to arrange a meeting at 3-0 p.m. on Saturday, 25 June, 
half an hour before the plenary meeting. Three countries had 
presented their credentials, and it was absolutely essential that 
they should be able to take part in the next plenary meeting as 
fully accredited members of the Assembly. 

The General Committee agreed to call the meeting for 3.0 p.m. 
on Saturday. 

Mr. BANDARAMIKE (Ceylon) asked the committee to consider 
whether it would not be possible to suspend Rule 43 of the Rules 
of Procedure, which governed the question of attendance at meetings. 

It was the opinion of several members that this would not be 
practicable nor advisable, and that the regulation governing 
attendance at meetings would have to be observed. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that when a working party was 
formed, the Chairman of the Committee should bear in mind whether 
a delegation could be represented on the working party and still 
have a representative in the committee. There had been cases 
where delegates had been withdrawn from the committees to serve 
on working parties and had not been replaced by alternates in the 
committees, with the result that there had not been a quorum. 

3- RE-ALLOCATION OF ITEMS ON AGENDA OF PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 
The committee discussed the provisional agenda items contained 

within 8.19, Regional Offices. It decided that the following items 
should be considered by the Joint Committees on Programme and 
Administration and Finance - 8.19-1, 8.19-1.1, 8.19.1-2, 8.19.1.3, 
8.19.1.4 and such part of 8.19.2 as did not refer specifically to 
pure matters of programme. It decided that the Committee on 
Programme should retain on its agenda the following items -
8.19.2.1, 8.19.2.2, 8.19-2-3, 8.19-2.4. The General Committee 
decided to recommend to the Assembly that the following items 
originally allocated to the Committee on Programme should be re-
allocated to the Committee on Constitutional Matters - 8.19-1.5 
and 8.19.1-6. 

The General Committ.fie went into secret •'fission 12.30 p.m. 


