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ï PROGRAMME FOR THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The General Committee decided that a plenary meeting would be held 

on Tuesday, 21 June, at 3-30 p.m., preceded by a meeting of the Committee 

on Credentials at 3 p«m. It was agreed that if the plenary meeting 

were completed in time, the Committees on Programme and on Administration 

and Finance would meet after it. 

2 PROGRAMME FOR THE "MAIN COMMITTEES 

The chairmen of the main committees reported on the progress made 

in their work. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that after the Assembly had com-

pleted examination of its committees' final reports, a process which 

would doubtless require two; meetings, the Secretariat would need 36 

hours to prepare the final documentation for submission to the Assembly 

at its closing meeting. He urged members of the General Committee to 

exert their influence with members of the Committee on Constitutional 

Matters with a view to avoiding the exposition of purely national view-

points in what should be deliberations on a world-wide basis ; it should 

be quite possible for that committee to complete its work before the 

end of the week. 

After some discussion, the General Committee decided that the 

closing meeting of the Assembly would be held on Saturday, 2 July - in 

the morning if it were possible for the joint meetings of the Committees 

on Administration and Finance and on Programme to be completed by noon 

on Wednesday, 29 June, thus allowing the Assembly to examine the 

Committees1 reports that afternoon and the following morning. 

3 DRAFT RESOLUTION'SUBMITTED BY DELEGATION OF INDIA ON ACTION TAKEN 
BY CERTAIN COUNTRIES WITH REGARD TO MEMBERSHIP OF WHO 
(Document A2/67) 

Rajkumari AMRIT KAUR (India) presented a draft resolution on action 

taken by certain countries with regard to membership of WHO (document 

A2/67) in accordance with the decision taken at the third meeting. 



Mr. BANDARANAIKE (Ceylon), Vice-President, felt that., in the 

absence of any explicit provisions to the contrary in an organization's 

constitution, the right of withdrawal from it had to be considered 

implicit in the right of voluntary accession to it. If that were 

admitted, the Assembly had to decide whether the letters received 

from the Deputy Ministers of Health of the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics and of the Ukrainian and Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 

Republics constituted valid notices of withdrawal. For that would 

determine to a large extent the wording to be used in any resolution 

passed by the Assembly. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL stated that in dealing with any similar 

case where no provision was made in an organization's constitution 

for a-certain contingency, the normal procedure, and that followed 

by the International Court of Justice, was to refer to the discussions 

during the drafting of the constitution. If that were done in the 

present case, it vrould be seen that not only did the World Health 

Conference in New York not envisage any procedure for viithdrawal 

from the Organization, but did not envisage any withdrawals. In 

the second place, he felt it was obvious that a letter received from 

any country's deputy minister of health could not be taken as consti-

tuting that country's abrogation of a formal international agreement; 

that could only be done through the minister responsible for foreign 

affairs. The legal position was obscure, but if the Assembly wished 

to accept the three letters received as constituting notices of with-

drawal from the Organization, it should, under its Constitution and 

the terms of its Agreement with the United Nations, first refer the 

matter to the International Court of Justice. 

he CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 

urged that the question should not be considered in too formalistic 

a spirit. There must have been some reasons for the action taken 

by the three countries concerned. That was, however, ignored in the 

draft resolution submitted by the Indian delegation, which appeared 

to lay the entire blame on those countries. He suggested that the 

withdrawal from them of the services provided by the Organization 

was unjustifiable as long as they had not formally withdrawn from the 

Organization and would hardly be likely to achieve "the result which they all, 
he thought, 



desired, namely that of bringing them back into active participation 

in the Organization. He suggested it would be more constructive 

to propose to them that the best way of removing any defects in the 

Organization's -work would be to remain within it and play a part 

in the shaping of its programmes. The Assembly would, however, 

be perfectly in order in pointing out to them that it could not 

consider any communications as constituting notices of withdrawal 

unless they came from the responsible ministers of foreign affairs. 

After further discussion, the General Committee decided to 

refer to the Committee on Constitutional ¡fetters for early 

examination document A2/67, or any revised draft resolution submitted 

by the Indian delegation in the light of the comments of the 

Chairman of the Committee on Administration and Finance. 

4 DOCUMENT SUBMITTED BY THE DELEGATION OF GREECE ON THE SUBJECT 
OF AID TO REFUGEES (Document A2/GC/3) continued from Third 
Meeting. 

Replying to the chairman of the committee on Administration and 

Finance, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that there could be no doubt 

as to the Assembly's right to examine any question concerned with 

health or to bring it to the attention of any other body, 

especially the United Nations. He took it for granted, however, 

that the Committee on Programme, to which it had been suggested the 

document submitted by the Greek delegation be referred, would 

consider it as only one illustration of a world-wide problem and 

that any resolution drafted by that committee would deal with 

the problem of refugees, wherever they were to be found. 

The General Committee decided to refer the draft resolution 

submitted by the Greek.delegation (document A2/GC/3) to the 

Committee on Programme» 

5 QUORUM AT COMMITTEES 

< The DJiíIjCTOR-GENER.JL asked the General Committee to draw the 

attention of all delegates to the inadequate attendance 
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at some committee meetings and to the absolute necessity of a quorum 

being present before decisions were taken. 

6 REVISED DRAFT SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA (Document A2/GC/1 Rev.l) 

The General Committee examined the four items on the revised 

draft supplementary agenda (document A2/GC/1 Rev.l) which had not 

previously been allocated to committees. 

The Committee adopted the allocation of items to committees 

as proposed in that document, subject to the reference to the 

Committee on Constitutional Matters of item 8.19.7, the proposal 

by the delegation of the Philippine Republic for the establishment 

of a regional organization for the Western Pacific region. 

The CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMME felt that all the 

other items in the Agenda under 8.19.1 were of an organizational 

nature. He would propose to his committee that it request the Assembly 

to re-allocate them to the Committee on Constitutional Matters. 

The meeting rose at 1.55 p.m. 
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substitute : 

The CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION AND 

FINANCE urged that the question should not be considered in 

too a formalistic a spirit. 

There were reasons for the action taken by the three 

countries concerned* That was however not brought up 

in the draft resolution submitted by the Indian delegation, 

which appeared to lay the blame on those countries. Such 

resolution would hardly be likely to achieve the result 

which they all, he thought, desired, namely that of bringing 

them back into active participation in the Organization. 

He suggested further that the withdrawal from them of the 

services provided by the Organization, as suggested in 

the draft resolution, might be interpreted in that way. 

He thought, therefore, that it would be more constructive 

to point out to them that every effort was being made to 

meet their points and that the best way of removing any 

defects in the Organization's work would be to remain within 

it and play a part in the shaping of its programmes. The 

Assembly should, however, point out to them that it could 

not consider any communications as constituting notices of 

withdrawals unless they came, as was necessary, from the 

responsible ministers of foreign affairs* 


