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ии v.vO'TAH ... '•:•: СЗÎ 

BY THE CHAIRMAN ^ т J ; я н й j п г 

u m - ó n k m m opened the meeting and pointed out that'' the committee'' s"' 
procedure vías governed by Rules 25 and 26 of the Rules of Procedure of 
the World Health Assembly. He recalled that members;' of thë General 
Committee did not act as representatives of their countries but as 
members of the Assembly as such. 
2. PROGRAMME FOR THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND THE MAIN COMMITTEES 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that at the fifth plenary meeting he had 
requested all delegates who still wished to speak in the general debate 
on the Director-General's Report to give him their names, if possible, 
today. In deference to the request of some of the nine delegates already 
on the list of speakers for more time to prepare their speeches, it had 
been agreed to devote the afternoon to meetings of the Committees on 
Programme and on Constitutional Matters. Such procedure was, however, 
contrary to the principle that the committees should not start work on 
their agenda till they had received the guidance they would obtain from 
a general debate on the work of the Organization as a whole. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that it was essential to take an 
early decision on the requests, made by two States for admission to the 
Organization, so that the two governments concerned could present the 
necessary documents in Lake Success in order to enable the status of 
their delegations to the Assembly to be raised from that of observers to 
that of representatives. It was therefore highly desirable that the 
Assembly interpolate, if necessary, into the general debate" consideration 
of, and decision on, the report to be submitted on this item of the 
agenda by the Committee on Constitutional Matters. 

Decision; The Committee decided that consideration of, and decision 
on, the report to be submitted by the Committee on Constitutional 
Matters in connexion with the requests for admission to the 
Organization would ,be interpolated, if necessary, into the General 
debate in plenary session on the Director-General's Report. 

Mr. BANDARANAIKE (Ceylon), Dr. VOLLENWEIDER (Switzerland), and 
Dr. MCKENZIE (United Kingdom) felt that the general discussion on the 
Director-General's Report should be completed before the committees 
began work on their agenda, Dr. Mackenzie pointing out that this would 
curtail the amount of time the various governmental experts would have 
to spend in Rome. 

Dr. TOGBA (Liberia) suggested that the President appeal to delegates 
to limit their statements in the general debate to a given time. 



ц Rajkumari AÎ.'EIT KAUR (India) supported the idea that the duration 
of speeches be limited. The experience of the First VJorld Health 
Assembly showed that the main work wag'-done in committee. It should be 
clearly laid down that the general debate would be concluded on the 
following day. 

professor FROES (Brazil) suggested it was too late to impose a 
time limit when some delegates had already spoken. The president could, 
however, appeal to delegates to be brief. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that in his experience of international meet-
ings it had been customary not to impose time limits on speeches until 
it became absolutely necessary. Although he would not advise such 
procedure, it would be possible for him to ensure that the general 
debate was concluded on the following day by progressive limitation of 
the time allowed to speakers. 

Dr. SCHOBER (Czechoslovakia) pointed out the vaiue of a general 
debate, which could embrace many points which could not be covered in 
the discussions of the Committee on programme or any other committee. 
It would be both Unfair and unwise to impose time limits on delegates 
who still wished to speak in such a debate. 

If, however, written translations uf speeches could be provided, 
the time at present taken up by interpretation would be cut down 
considerably. 

The CHAIRMAN welcomed Dr. Schober's suggestion and asked the 
chairmen of the two committees meeting that afternoon to request 
delegates wishing to speak in the general debate either to provide 
written translations of their speeches, or to submit copies of their 
manuscripts today for translation by the Secretariat, so that the 
translated speeches could be read out by the interpreters at the same 
time as the originals. 

Mr. BANDARANAIKE (Ceylon) asked the Chairman to take all steps, 
including those suggested during the discussion, to ensure that the 
general debate be concluded at the latest by midday on 17 June. 

Dr. DOWLING (Australia) felt it was impossible to impose a time 
limit to the debate without limiting the time of individual speeches. 
To do so might lead to early speakers consuming most of the time avail-
able for debate. 



í Dr. STAMPAR_(Yugoslavia) and Médecin-Général VAUCEL (France) 4 

felt that it was most important that the committees, in which most of 
the work of the Assembly would be done, should tackle their agenda 
as soon as possible. The general debate was not so much a debate as 
a series of statements of view, and it should be possible for the 
President to bring it to a close the following day. 

Dr. MACKENZIE (United Kingdom) agreed with Dr. Schober that there 
were many questions which could only be adequately covered in general 
debate. Moreover, the statements of view given in such a debate were 
the considered views of governments on the general orientation of the 
Organization's work, and they received considerable publicity. He felt 
it would be wise to leave to the discretion of the Chairman and the 
co-operation of delegates the question of expediting the general 
debate. 

У Dr. HYDE (United States), supported by Rajkumari ДЩ1Т KA.UR (India), 
suggested that it would expedite the general debate if night meetings 
were held the following day and every subsequent day until it was 
concluded. 

Decision: The Committee decided that the President of the 
Assembly should do all in his powerjto speed up the general 
debate, taking into account suggestions made during the 
discussion, and further decided to review the situation at 
its next meeting at 12 noon on the following day. 

3. OTHER BUSINESS 
The DIRECTOR-GENERAL apologized for the fact that the question 

of the nomination of vice-chairmen for the main committees had been 
overlooked at the meeting of the Committee on Nominations. 

The proper procedure would be, first, to instruct the committees 
to proceed with their work as arranged and, secondly, to convene the 
Committee on Nominations at 3 p.m. the following day for the purpose 
of nominating vice-chairmen for the main committees. 

Decision: The Committee decided that the procedure outlined by 
the Director-General would be followed. 

x Replying to Dr. Hyde (United States), the DIRECTOR-GENERAL agreed 
that the committees should proceed at once with the election of 
rapporteurs, who, he pointed out, should be selected purely for their 
personal ability to perform a very difficult and delicate task without 
regard to geographical distribution. 

The meeting rose at 12.55 p.m. 


