
 

AFR/RC45/R1: HIV/AIDS/STD:  Prevention and control in the African Region 

 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

 Recognizing that HIV/AIDS/STD remains one of the most important public health 

problems in Africa; 

 

 Noting with concern that the change in management structure of the HIV/AIDS/STD 

control programme at the global level risks disrupting both the regional and country AIDS control 

activities; 

 

 Concerned by the fact that while the epidemic trend is going up, current financing of 

technical support to countries is being terminated; 

 

 Preoccupied by the lack of clear information  on the functioning of UNAIDS, and worried 

that in spite of WHO’s mandate as the lead agency in technical cooperation and coordination in 

international health matters, the role of WHO regional and country offices vis à vis UNAIDS is 

still not clearly understood; 

 

 Noting that each agency co-sponsoring UNAIDS will continue to fulfill its own mandate; 

 

 Having examined the report of the Regional Director contained in document AFR/RC45/5, 

which describes the current AIDS situation in the African Region and the efforts of Member 

States in combating the epidemic; 

 

1. REAFFIRMS that, as far as the African Region is concerned, WHO will continue to 

play its technical leading role in health matters concerning HIV/AIDS/STD control at 

country level with the full support of the Regional Office; 

 

2. URGES Member States: 

 

(i) to strengthen the national coordination mechanisms for HIV/AIDS/STD 

prevention and control which will include the UN system, bilateral agencies, 

NGOs and the private sector; 

 

(ii) to ensure that provisions are made for HIV/AIDS/STD prevention and control 

in national budgets, not only by the health sector but also by the other sectors, 

because of the multisectoral dimensions of the problem; 

 

(iii) to ensure that African country representatives in the UN system promote the 

strategy for HIV/AIDS/STD prevention and control as recommended by the 

Summit of Head of State of the OAU such as the one on “measures to address 

the HIV/AIDS epidemic in AFRICA: Achievements and challenges 

[CAMH/Res.3 (v)]” and the WHO Regional Committee for Africa; 

 

3. URGES Member States of the African Region on the Programme Coordination 

Board (PCB) of UNAIDS to reflect the concerns raised during the forty-fifth session 

of the WHO Regional Committee for Africa about the importance of maintaining 

technical assistance on HIV/AIDS/STD at country level without interruption; 

 

 

 



 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to reinforce and sustain the technical leadership role of the WHO in health 

matters concerning HIV/AIDS/STD preventions and control; 

 

(ii) to undertake, on behalf of the WHO African Region, in collaboration with 

other interested parties, advocacy for HIV/AIDS/STD control strategies as 

recommended by the Regional Committee whenever he is meeting African 

leaders, the donor community, other UN agencies, NGOs and others; 

 

(iii)  to ensure that adequate provision is made in the regular budget both at the 

regional and country levels in order that appropriate technical support for 

HIV/AIDS/STD activities is provided to country programmes; 

 

(iv) to pursue vigorously his support to Member States in their efforts to mobilize 

international resources for HIV/AIDS/STD control; 

 

 

(v) to establish a high level team of African experts, in collaboration with 

interested partners, to advise the Regional Director on the most appropriate 

strategies, interventions and mechanisms for integrating activities as well as on 

operational research at country level; 

 

(vi) to develop collaborative mechanisms with UNAIDS to produce guidelines on 

the coordination of HIV/AIDS/STD prevention and control activities in the 

African Region and ensure a smooth transition from GPA to UNAIDS in all 

areas, including technical support and financial and staff matters; 

 

(vii) to convey this resolution to the Director-General for submission to the 

Executive Board and the World Health Assembly; 

 

(viii) to convey the resolution to the Secretary-General of the Organization of 

African Unity in order to keep the Heads of State and Government updated. 
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