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V OFFICES 

¿frica:' Itera 8.19.1.5 of the agenda (Official Records 13, 330 ; 

17, 16, point 6.3) 

Mr. MOORE (Secretariat) recalled the decisicns of the Executive 

Beard and the First Health Assembly concerning the establishment of a 

regional organization for Africa. The Executive Beard had agreed that 

a necessary preliminary would be the defining of the status of Member 

States in the Region and the rights and obligations of Associate Members 

and other territories. The First Health Assembly had provided that the 

consent of the majority of Member States of the Region should be obtained. 

The former point had been covered by the decision of the committee taken 

at its pievious meeting. That decision cid not in any way modify the 

definition of Member States as such, and it would therefore be necessary 

to obtain the consent of the majority of the Member States in the 

African Region, namely Liberia and the Union of South Africa. 

Dr. TOGBA (Liberia) stated that he would like very much to see a 

regional organization established for Africa. 

Mr. TALJAARI) (Union of South Africa) recalled that his government 

had some time ago signified its desire that a regional organization for 

Africa should be established as scon as possible He assumed that, 

following upon the previous day's decision in regard to the status, rights 

and obligations of Associate Members and other territories dependent 

upon metropolitan countries, the matter would be referred to the govern-

ments concerned. 

Dr. VAUCEL (France), -while agreeing that Liberia and the Unioncf 

South Africa were, according to the Constitution, the only Member States 

of the African Region, considered that the establishment of a regional 

organization for Africa would be greatly facilitated by consultation 

between all the Member States in the Region, -whether or not their seat 

of government was in Africa. 

He proposed that a similar procedure to that followed in establish-

ing the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Organization should be followed, 

namely the convening cf a meeting of all Member States of the Region 

with the object of obtaining their agreement to the setting up of the 

Regional Organization. 



Dr. van den BERGjNetherlands), M. GEERAERTS (Belgium), Mr. 

TALJAARD_(Uni on of South Africa), Dr. TOŒBA_(Liberia), Dr. TRAVASSOS 

(Portugal) and Sir Aly SHOUSHA, Pasha (Egypt) all spoke in support of 

the suggestion of the delegate of France. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that, following upon the committee's decision 

in regard to the definition of Member States in the Region, no obstacle 

now existed to the establishment of regional organizations. It was 

simply a matter of administrative procedure following the wishes and 

desires of members within the region concerned. The suggestion of the 

delegate of France would therefore be brought to the nctice of the 

Director-General. I Decision: The committee noted the position in regard to the 
establishment of a regional organization for Africa. 

Western Pacific: Item 8.19.1.6 of the Agenda (Official Records 14, 
\J 12, point 6.3) 

Mr, MOORE (Secretariat) recalled that the question had already been 

discussed under item 8.19.1.6.1 of the agenda and a decision taken. The 

committee might therefore wish to consider that it had dealt with the 

item. 

I Decision: There being no observations, the position in regard to 
the establishment of a regional organization in the Western 
Pacific Area was noted. 

2. CONVENTION ON THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF SPECIALIZED AGENCIES: 
J/ ITEM 9.10 OF THE AGENDA (Official Records 10, 117: 13¿ 664: A2/47) 

APPLICATION OF THAT CONVENTION IN TERRITORIES OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: 
ITEM 9.10.1 OF THE AGENDA (Official Records 13, 337: 14,14 & 26; A2/47) 

/ APPLICATION OF THAT CONVENTION IN NON SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES 
u OR GROUPS OF TERRITORIES (Official Records 14, 26) 

M. ZARB Legal Secretary, called attention to the relevant documenta-

tion. At the First Health Assembly two important acts had been adopted in 

regard to the matters under consideration: the General Convention on the 

Privileges and Immunities of Specialized Agencies and a resolution 

establishing the rights and obligations of Associate Members, territories 

or groups of territories not having the responsibility for the conduct of 

their international relations. Document A2/47, Annex B, might serve as a 

basis for discussion 



Mr. MORETON (United Kingdom) stated that the United Kingdom 

Government had recently passed legislation whereby it would be enabled 

to accede to the Convention an Privileges and Immunities of Specialized 

Agencies in respect of WHO. In signing the Convention the United 

Kingdom Government had signed on behalf of all territories for the inter-

national relations of which it was responsible, and the privileges and 

immunities provided for would be afforded.to. WHO by all such territories. 

He pointed out that paragraph 3 of Annex В to document A2/47 was 

unnecessary. No provision had been made.for signing the Convention with 

reservations: accordingly, governments having the responsibility for the 

conduct' of the international relations of any other territory would, in 

signing the Convention, sign automatically on behalf of such territories. 

The provisions of the Convention did not apply to Associate Members. 

He was'of opinion, however, that Associate Members and non-self-governing 

territories should be entitled to similar privileges and immunities in 

their own right. He therefore suggested that a resolution might be 

adopted extending the privileges and immunities of the Convention to 

the representatives of Associate Members in the Health Assembly and 

to the representatives of Associate Members and all other territories or 

groups of territories not having the responsibility for 'the conduct of 

their international relations participating in regional organizations 

under the terms of Article 47 of the Constitution. 

Following a point raised by Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands), it was 

agreed to delete as inappropriate the words: "but only in so far as 

the activities of the Associate Member or its representatives were to 

be connected with any activity of WHO" in paragraph 4 of Annex B. 

Mr. GUTTERIDGE (Secretariat) outlined the complicated procedure 

which would be necessary for the amendment of the Convention, should 

the suggestion of the United Kingdom delegate be accepted. A simpler 

procedure to give effect to that suggestion would be to adopt an 

amendment to Annex 7 to the Convention, which would then be transmitted 

through the normal channels to the States signatories to the 

Convention. 
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The CHAIRMAN suggested that it might be wise to refer the question 

to the Executive Board for study, report to be made to the Third riorld 

Health Assembly. 

In reply tc a point raised by Mr. GSBRAERT5 (Belgium) the Legal 

Secretary stated that the Director-General had already signed agreements 

with the States (called "Host States") in the territories of which the 

Organization and its regional organizations had been established, 

providing for privileges and immunities for these organizations and 

defining their local rights and obligations. Further agreements 

would be drawn up and signed as occasion demanded. 

Decision: After further discussion and on a vote being taken, 
I it was agreed: (l) to accept in principle the United Kingdom 

proposal that application of the Convention on Privileges and 
Immunities of Specialized Agencies should be extended to 
representatives of Associate Members in the World Health Assembly 
and, in regional committees, to representatives both of Associate 
Members and of other territories or groups of territories not 
having the responsibility for the conduct of their international 
relations participating under the terms of Article 47 of the 
Constitution; (2) to request the Executive Board to submit a 
report to the Third World Health Assembly making recommendations 
as to how the acceptance of that principle might be put into 
effect. 

The meeting rose at 5о p.m. 


