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11f ACTION TAKEN BY CERTAIN COUNTRIES WITH REGARD TO MEMBERSHIP OF WHO:

Item 9.4 of the Agenda

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands) repeated the statement he had made

at the close of the previous meeting.

V Dr. VAUCEL (France) supported the draft 'resolution submitted by the

delegation of India (A2/67 Rev.l). He thought the proposal of the

delegate of Ceylon to replace those members absent from the Executive

Board was premature and should not be considered by the committee, but

felt that some mention might be made in the draft proposal to the effect

that the Assembly had taken note of the statement of the three countries

concerning certain aspects of the work of the World Health Organization.

) Sir Aly SHOUSHA, Pasha (Egypt) agreed with the Director -General that

it was not appropriate to discuss in that committee the legal aspects of

the problem. He supported the proposal of the delegation of India,

which he said had already been formulated in Annex 22 to Official

Records 17, pages 52 and 53, since the Director -General had sent a

letter to all Member States asking them to use their influence to induce

the three countries to reconsider their decision. His Government had

sent such a note to the Soviet Republics. He thought an endorsement

of the action previously taken by the Director -General and the Executive

Board would strengthen the resolution, -and proposed the insertion, after

"Invites them to reconsider their intention and join if possible the

present sessions of the Health Assembly and those of the Executive Board,"

of the words "and endorses the action taken by the Director -General and

the Executive Board ".

,( Dr. VILLAR MA (Philippines) said that while he supported the pro-

posal of the delegation of India, he felt that enquiry should be made,

with dignity, into the dissatisfaction of the three States. Without

that, he felt that even a ruling by the International Court of Justice

to the effect that no withdrawal was possible would not be efficacious

in inducing the Soviet States to return.
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Dr. SCHOBER ( Czechoslovakia) asked the delegate of India to

agree to the deletion, either of the whole of the fourth paragraph

or of the words "and in any case notification of withdrawal should

properly come from the Minister for Foreign Affairs of a Government ",,

in order to avoid any discussion.

x Mr. PLIMSOLL (Australia) associated himself with the delegate of

Czechoslovakia in suggesting the deletion of the fourth paragraph, as

he also was of the opinion that no discussion should be entered into

by the Assembly regarding the legal aspect of the matter.

7C Dr. PANTALEONI (Italy) supported the proposal of the delegate

of India and the steps taken by the Director -General in communicating

with the three States. He said it was too early to pass judgment on

the work of the Organization but felt it was necessary to make every

effort to secure the collaboration of those States, whose

participation in the work was very important. He hoped the committee

would be unanimous in its approval of the draft resolution submitted

by the delegation of India.

*Mr. BANDARANAIKE (Ceylon) said his proposal to submit the question

to the International Court of Justice was based on the fourth paragraph

of the draft resolution submitted by the delegation of India, but as he

felt that the document should be restricted to an appeal by the

Assembly to the three States to continue their co- operation with the

Organization, he would support the proposal of the delegation of

Czechoslovakia to delete the fourth paragraph. Furthermore, he felt

it would be useful if the general question of withdrawal by Member

States were submitted to the International Court of Justice for future

reference. As the Director- General had notified the Assembly of the

absence of two of those States from two consecutive meetings of the

Executive Board, he withdrew his amendment made at the previous meeting

regarding their temporary replacement,

He proposed that an amendment be made to the last paragraph but

two of the draft resolutions submitted by the delegation of India,

since only two of the three States in question were members of the

Executive Board. His amendment would read; "Invites them to

reconsider their intention and join if possible the present session
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of the Health Assembly and, in the case of the USSR and the

Byelorussian SSR, those of the Executive Board immediately following."

There would be a consequential amendment in the paragraph beginning

"Regretting deeply the absence of representatives of these States

from the Assembly and the Executive Board."

We suggested that the penultimate paragraph should be amended

to express approval of the action taken by the Director - General and

the Executive Board, and should commence, "Fully approves the

action already taken by the Executive Board and the Director -General

in this connexion ,.."

M. MULLER (Switzerland), thanking the delegation of India for

taking the initiative in inviting the three States to reconsider

their decision, said the draft resolution had raised three legal

questions:

1, Whether a Member of the Organization had the right to

withdraw from it.

2. Since the communications had been received from the Deputy

Ministers of Public Health of the three States, whether the States

had, in fact, withdrawn from the Organization.

3. If there were withdrawal on the part of the three States,

whether the two members absent from the Executive Board should be

replaced - although the explanations of the Director -General had

clarified that last point.

In the light of the draft resolution submitted by the delegation

of India, it did not appear necessary for a ruling to be given on

the three legal questions during the course of the Second Assembly.

Although his delegation was of the opinion that any Member of the

Organization had the right to withdraw from it, in the case in

question he thought it was preferable to concentrate on securing

the future co- operation of the three States. Since the aim of

the Organization was to raise the general level of health of all

peoples in the world, he supported the proposal of the delegation

of India, agreeing at the same time with the proposal of the delegate

of Czechoslovakia to delete the fourth paragraph.
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Mr. KAZI (Pakistan) pointed out that no information was. available

about the request oft he Chairman of the Executive Board and the

Director- General to be invited, to Moscow for consultations. In view

of that fact, while supporting the. draft resolution submitted by the

delegation of India, he felt that all reference should be omitted to

the Chairman and the Director- General continuing their negotiations,

as that would not be in conformity with the dignity of the Organization.

He agreed that the fourth paragraph should be deleted, suggesting that

the resolution should be as simple as possible.

I- Miss GREEN (United Kingdom) proposed the deletion in the last

paragraph but two of reference to the Executive Board, as that was

irrelevant and would be considered under item 14 of the agenda (A2/77).

Rajkumari ALIT KAUR (India) accepted the proposal of t he delegate

of the Netherlands to add in the,third paragraph from the end the words

"and future" after "the present". She also accepted the amendment of

the delegate of Egypt to preface the penultimate paragraph with t he

words "Fully endorses the action taken by the Director- Geriemal and the

Executive Board in that behalf ". She agreed with the amendment of the

delegate of Czechoslovakia, supported by other delegations, to delete

the fourth paragraph of the draft resolution.

She suggested the omission of the words "thereby" and "universal"

in the second paragraph.

She did not agree with the proposal of the delegate of Pakistan to

omit reference to the Chairman and the Director -General continuing their

negotiations, as it would vitiate the resolution if no further action

were taken. Nor did she agree with the proposal of the delegate of the

United Kingdom to delete mention of the Executive Board, since it was a

fact that two of the three States had been elected as Members of that

Board and their absence was regretted. She did not see any reason to

mention that only two of the three States were Members of the

Executive Board, as suggested by the delegate of Ceylon, but she would

leave it to the discretion of the Director- General to clarify that point

as he thought fit.

Miss Green (United Kingdom) thought any request to the States to

attend future meetings of the Executive Board might prejudiçe

consideration of Document A2/77 under item 14 of the agenda.
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Dr. SCHOBER (Czechoslovakia), said no delegation could regret

more than his own t he absence of the three Soviet States, who were

pioneers in socialist health services. He was grateful to the delegate

of India for the draft resolution, and to the other delegations who had

supported it, but he reminded the Committee that Czechoslovakia had

criticised some of the policies of the Organization at both the First

and Second World Health Assemblies and could therefore understand the

dissatisfaction of the Soviet States and the action they had taken.

He thought the Soviet States would reconsider their decision only if

there were a change in certain policies of the Organization.

In order to avoid misunderstanding about the position of his

delegation, he said he would abstain from voting on the resolution.

Mr.BANDARANAIKE (Ceylon) reminded the committee that he had also

proposed at the previous meeting that the word "negotiations" in the

penultimate paragraph should be amended to "endeavours ", an amendment

on which the delegate of India had not commented.

y The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said that every amendment proposed would be

submitted to the committee for acceptance or rejection.

7
Dr. VILLARÁA (Philipjines) said that unless the three States were

informed that the Organization was willing to investigate their

complaints, the efforts of the Executive Board and the Director -General

would not meet with success.

J( The DIRECTOR - GENERAL replied that that was a matter to be

considered by t he Committee on Programme and the Committee on

Administration and Finance. In was within the province of the Committee

on Constitutional Matters only to recommend to t he other two committees

that the criticisms of the three States should be considered and

appropriate action suggested to the Assembly.

4 Dr. VILLARAMA (Philippines) said that was satisfactory as far as

the Committee on Constitutional Matters was concerned, but asked what

would be the recommendation of t hat committee regarding the appeal to

be made to the Soviet States.
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)( The DIRECTOR- GENERAL replied that all information regarding the

deliberations of the Committee on Administration and Finance was for-

warded to the Soviet States as to all other Members of the Organization.

The question of programme was a longer :process, developing from meetings

of regional committees, the Administrative Office for Europe and various

expert committees which would meet in the summer and early autumn.

From those meetings a programme and budget was devised which was dis-

cussed by the Executive Board. The Soviet States were invited in the

draft resolution submitted by the delegation of India to participate

in those discussions. The only way to change the programme of the

Organization was by resolution of the Assembly or at some stage in the

development of the programme. The Soviet States were repeatedly

invited to participate in every stage of the development of the pro-

gramme, and he felt it was not possible to go beyond that.

Abbebe RETTA (Ethiopia)_ said the draft resolution called for

two lines of actipn: one by continuation of the efforts of the

Executive Board and the other by action by Member States, both of which

he thought suitable. While agreeing with amendments to the last para-

graph but two, he thought that might have been left to the discretion

of the Administration, who would be responsible for the suggested

action.'

He thought that if withdrawals were allowed to continue without

protest, that might have bad effects on the Organization, as in the

case of the League of Nations. It was a matter of principle that it

was better for States to present their points of view to the Organiza-

tion and strive to have them accepted rather than to withdraw altogether.

X Mr. BRADY (Ireland) endorsed the draft resolution submitted by

the delegate of India, but stressed that his support of that resolution

was in support of the principle of. universality. The fact. that the

resolution was an appeal to those States to return to the Organization

should not be taken as acceptance by his delegatfón of the cri ticisms

made by those States.

Decisions: The first paragraph of the draft resolution submitted
by the delegation of India was approved without amendment by

\the committee.

The following compromise wording was accepted for the second
paragraph:
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"1hereas the objective of the World Health Organization is the
attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of

health, which involves the co- operation of all countries,"

The third paragraph was accepted without amendment.

The deletion of the fourth paragraph was agreed.

The fifth and sixth paragraphs were accepted without amendment.

After a sixth paragraph it was agreed to insert a new paragraph

reading:

"Taking note of the observations in the communications sent to
the Director -General ".

The seventh paragraph was approved without amendment.

The eighth paragraph was approved with the amendments suggested
by the delegates of Ceylon and the Netherlands, being reworded
to read:

"Invites them to reconsider their intention and join if possible
the present and following sessions of the Health Assembly and,
in the case of the USSR and the Byelorussian SSR, the sessions
of the Executive Board."

The United Kingdom proposal to delete from this paragraph the

reference to the Executive Board was rejected.

The committee approved the ninth paragraph, amended as follows:

"Fully approves of the steps already taken in this regard by the
Executive Board and the Director -General and requests them to

continue their endeavours to prevail upon the said States and
their responsible authorities to change their decision and. report
to the Third World Health Assembly on the results of such
endeavours."

The last paragraph was approved without amendment.

The CHAIRMAN said the committee would vote on the entire reGolu-

tion in principle.

Decision: The resolution was adopted by 31 votes to nil, with
5 abstentions.

The DIRECTOR - GENERAL said a revised text would be circulated at

the following meeting, when the committee would vote on the drafting of

that resolution, the substance having been accepted.

The meetin rose at 12 noon
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COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

PROVISIONAL MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH MEETING

CORRIGENDUM

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

Page 3, third paragraph: Delete "Dr. PANTALEONI (Italy)" and

substitute "Dr. PAOLINI (Italy)"

A2 /CM /Min /8 Corr.1

28 juin 19'19

ORIGINAL: ANGLAIS

COMMISSION DES QUESTIONS CONSTITUTIONNELLES

PROLES- VERBAL PROVISOIRE DE LA HUITIEME SEANCE

CORRIGENDUM

Page 3, paragraphe 3: Remplacer "Dr PANTALEONI (Italie)" par
"Dr PAOLINI (Italie)"
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COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

PROVISIONAL MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH MEETING

CORRIGENDUM

Page 5, last paragraph, line 1: After "thought" delete "any" and insert
"the inclusion in the present
resolution of a"

DEUXIEME ASSEMBLEE MONDIALE A2/CM/Min/8 Corr.2
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COMMISSION DES QUESTIONS CONSTITUTIONELLES

PROCES VERBAL PROVISOIRE DE LA HUITIEME SEANCE

CORRIGENDUM

Page 6, paragraphe 2, supprimer le mot "toute" et le remplacer par les

mots "lTinsertion dans le projet de
résolution dzune ".


