
United Nations Nations Unies 

WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTE 

SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY А2/СМ/Ш.П/7 U 
22 June 1949 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS 

PROVISIONAL MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH MEETING 

Wednesday, 22 June 1949, at 9.30 a.m. 

CHAIRMAN: Dr. P. VOLLENWEIDER (Switzerland) 

1. Adoption of draft Second Report of 
the Committee on Constitutional Matters 

2. Action taken by certain countries with 
regard to membership of YfflO (Item 9.4 
of the Agenda) 

Note: Corrections to these provisional minutes should be 
submitted in writing to Mr. Richards, Room 203, within 
48 hours of their distribution or as soon as possible 
thereafter. 

Palazzo Venezia, Rome 

CONTENTS 



1. ADOPTION OF DRAFT SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL -

У MATTERS (A2/CM/6) 

^ Sir Aly SHOUSHA, Pasha (Egypt) suggested that the word "organizations" 

in the third line of sub-paragraph (2) of the proposed resolution in 

paragraph 2 should be in the singular. 

The CHAIRMAN- stated that there was a misprint in the English text, 

and the word should be "organization". 

With that modification,- the report was adopted for transmission to 

the A s s e m b l y . . . . 

2. ACTION TAKEN BY CERTAIN COUNTRIES WITH REGARD TO MEMBERSHIP OF WHO: 
Item 9.4 of the agenda (Official Records, 17, section 8,1) 

Y The DIRECTOR-GENERAL summing up the action detailed on page 19 

of Official Records 17, paragraph 8.1, said opinion vías divided on 

whether formal legal -withdrawal from the Organization were possible and 

whether commimications from Deputy Ministers of Public Health of the USSR, 

the Ukrainian SSR and the Byelorussian SSR could be considered as official 

communications from those governments. There was no provision for with-

drawal in the Constitution, and the three states were coill regarded by 

the Assembly as Member States with full rights. All the Assembly could do, 

under its Constitution, was to suspend services in the event of default 

of contributions, but whether that was desirable was another matter. He 

thought suspension of services necessary for the control of diseases was 

not permissible in any circumstances. If the Assembly so decided, the 

question of withdrawal from the Organization could be referred to the 

International Court of Justice. 

X RaJ-kumari AMRIT KAUR (India), introducing the draft resolution 

submitted by the delegation of India (A2/67 Rev.l), declared her 

.delegation had been motivated solely by the desire to induce the USSR, the 

Ukrainian SSR and the Byelorussian SSR to return to the Organization, to 

the work of which they had made valuable contributions. She appealed to 

the committee to transmit the resolution to the Assembly and thus make a 

unanimous gesture of goodwill to the three nations. 

К Mr. ВANDARANAIKE (Ceylon) associated himself with the attempt by the 

delegation of India to secure collaboration with those nations. He said 

the fundamental issue before the Organization should be resolved, as other 



cases might arise in the future. Article 75 of the Constitution provided 

that any quoetion or dispute concerning the interpretation or 

application of the Constitution which was not settled by negotiation or by 

the Health Assembly should be referred to the International Court of 

Justice, and he proposed that the draft resolution submitted by the 

delegation cf India should include such a recommendation for transmission 

to the Assembly. He pointed out that Rule 80 of the Rules of Procedure 

laid d own that the Director-General had to report to the Assembly should 

any Member fail to be represented at two consecutive meetings cf the 

Executive Beard, and proposed that the committee should make a 

recommendation to the Assembly that the two seats on the Board left 

vacant by the action of the States in question be filled temporarily. 

He suggested that paragraph 2 cf the draft resolution of the 

delegation of India be amended to read: "Whereas the objective of the 

Yiorld Health Organization is the attainment by all peoples cf the highest 

possible level cf health, it implies or involves the co-operation of all 

countries cr States in the world in crder to insure its achievement." 

He proposed that the penultimate paragraph be amended to read: "to 

continue their endeavours to secure the continuanace of these States in 

the World Health Organization", with those amendments, he was in favour 

of the draft resolution submitted by the delegation of India, 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that attendance of Members at sessions of 

the Executive Board was irrelevant to the question of membership of the 

World Health Organization. 

v Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands) was not in favour of referring the 

question to the International Court of Justice, because only a unanimous 

decision would be satisfactory to the Organization and there could be no 

certainty that the International Court would reach unanimity. He stressed 

the importance of the fact that the communications had coma, not from the 

responsible authorities, but from Deputy Ministers of Public Health. He 

agreed with the Director-General that they should not confuse attendance 

at sessions of the Executive Board with membership of the World Health 

Organization, and thought any attempt tc replace members, even temporarily, 

on the Executive Board would detract from the effect of the proposed 

resolution by the delegation of India, with which he generally concurred. 

He proposed that the eighth paragraph be amended to read "... the present 



and following sessions of the Health Assembly and those- of the 

Executive Board", with the deletion of the words "immediately following" 

Further discussion was deferred 'until the following meeting. 

The meeting rose at 11.30 a.m. 


