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Repcrt of the Yï'orking Party on Associate Membership
and Other Related Questions
The working party met on 21, 22 and 23 'June 1949, in order' t'o'
consider the interpretation of the expression "States Members ..».. in
the Region" in Article 47 of the Constitution and to consider the rights
and obligations of Associate Members and other territories in Regional
Organizations.
Sir Dhiren Mitra (India) was elected Chairman.
Representatives of the following Members attended:
Brazil
Bulgaria
France
India

Iran
Liberia
United Kingdom

Representatives of the following Members and organizations were
also present:
Egypt
Mexico
Union of South Africa

United Nations
Pan American Sanitary Organization

After a general discussion of the principles involved, all the
members of the working party having been invited to express their own
views, and having taken into account the Reports of the second and third
sessions of the Executive Board, the working party adopted a proposal
put forward by the Representative of Iran, with amendments as proposed
by the Representatives of Bulgaria and France (see point 3).
Statement by the Representative of Bulgaria
The Representative of Bulgaria, while expressing his assent to the
presentation of this proposal to the committee, nevertheless expressed
the desire that the following statement be transmitted to the committee:
"In the Preamble of the Constitution it is stated as follows:
"The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of
the fundamental rights of every human being without distinction of race,
religion, political belief, economic or social condition".
"It is furthermore stated: "The extension to all peoples of the
benefits of medical, psychological and related knowledge is essential to
the fullest attainment of health."
"Taking into account the principles of the Constitution, I am of
opinion that all peoples are equal and have the same rights, and that
therefore there should not exist some peopfes possessing all rights while
others have only limited rights. In Regional Committees all Members
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should have the same rights and obligations. Considering, however, that
Articles 8 and 47 of the Constitution recognize a state of fact which
exists in international affairs, that is to say the non-self governing
territories, I have put forward certain amendments to the proposition
made by the Representative of Iran."
' -:
2.

Statement by the Pan American Sanitary Organization

The working party took note of^a statement by the Director of the
"Pa*rî 'American Sanitary Organization.
3.

Draft Resolutions

The working party recommends to the committee that when making its
Report to the World Health Assembly concerning the interpretation of the
expression "States Members .... in the Regiorf' in Article 47 of the
Constitution and concerning the determination of the rights and obligations of Associate Members and other territories in Regional Committees,
the following resolution be transmitted to the Assembly for consideration:
The Second World Health Assembly
Having regard to Articles 8- and 47 of the Constitution5 and
Having regard to paragraph 4 of the Resolution of the First World
Health Assembly concerning tho rights and obligations of Associate
Members; and
Having regard to the reports of the Executive Board at its second
and third sessions
RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS s
I-,

Members in the Regions

For the purposes of Article 47 of the Constitution, States Members
in a region shall be deemed to be those States Members having their seat
of government m thin the Region.
II.

Other Members

Those States Members not having their seat of government within the
Region, which (a) either by reason of their Constitution consider certain
territories or groups of territories in the Region as part of their
national territory, or (b) are responsible for the conduct of the international relations of territories or groups of territories within the

See,Annex

Region, may elect to become Members of the Regional Committee, in which
case they shall have all the rights, privileges and obligations of
.Member States in the Region, but with only one vote for all the territories or groups of territories in the Region, as defined above. Should
such a State Member so elect, the territories or groups of territories
in question may nevertheless participate in Regional Committees in
accordance with Articles 8 and 47 of the Constitution.
III. Associate Members and Other Territories
Territories or groups of territories in the Region which are not
responsible for the conduct of their international relations, whether
Associate Members or otherwise, may participate in Regional Committees,
in which case they shall have all rights and obligations in the Regional
Organizations, with the exception that' they will have no vote in plenary
meetings of the Regional Committee, nor in sub-divisions dealing with
finance or constitutional matters.
(In recommending any additional appropriation under Article 5® (f)
of the Constitution, the Regional Committee shall take account of the
difference in status between State Members on the one hand and Associate
Members and other territories or groups of territories not responsible
for the conduct of their international relations, on the other.'')
Representatives of such territories or groups of territories should
be qualified by their technical competence in the field of health and
should be chosen from the native population in a ccordance with Article 8
of the Constitution.

The working party took note of a proposal by the Representative of
Liberia that after the words "may elect to become members of the
Regional Committee", the following be added: "if agreeable with the
Member States having their seat of government in the Region".
The paragraph between brackets as proposed by the Representative of
the United Kingdom and supported by two other members of the working
party was not acceptable to the Representatives of Bulgaria and
Liberia, the question being in their opinion outside the competence
of the working party. The Representative of Bulgaria considered
that any additional appropriations made under Article 50 (f) of the
Constitution should be paid by the State Members having the responsibility for the conduct of the international relations of the
territories or groups of territories concerned.

Statement by the Director of the Pan American
Sanitary Organization
The Director of the Pan American Sanitary Organization drew the
attention of the working party to the following points:
(1)

The Agreement' between the World Health Organization and the Pan
American Sanitary Organization, the terms of which were approved
by the First World. Health. Assembly, has been signed on 24 May 1949;,
by the Director-General and by the Director of PASO and will come
into force upon approval by the Second World Health Assembly,
Article 2 of this Agreement provides that the Pan American Sanitary
Conference, through the Directing Council of the Pan American
Sanitary Organization, shall serve as the Regional Committee of tho
World Health Organization for the Western Hemisphere.

(2)

The Directing Council of the PASO is duly constituted under the Га;:
American Sanitary Code (Treaty Havana 1924) and the Constitution of
the PASO (Buenos Aires 1947). Action by the Council itself or by
the Pan American Sanitary Conference is required to alter its
membership.

(3) Such action has been taken by the XII Pan American Sanitary Conference (Caracas 1947) in the case of Canada, which was specificall
recognized as a member of future Pan American Sanitary Conferences,
The Directing Council of the PASO opened membership to all selfgoverning nations of the Western Hemisphere (Constitution, Buenos
Aires 1947).
(4)

Similar action would be required before other nationst not members
of the Pan American Sanitary Organization, could exercise full
rights in the Directing Council.

