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Report of Working Party set up to consider Item 10.20 
Scale of Assessments for 1950 

The Working Party (consisting of representatives of Australia, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Iran, Poland, Thailand, United Kingdom and 
United States of America) met on 28 June 1949> the following being 
presents 

(Australia) 
(Brazil) 

Dr. H. >E. DOWNES 
Mr. I.P. MARINHO 
Mr. J. G. H. HALSTEAD (Canada) 
Dr. B. AVERY 
Dr. V.J. BABECKI 
Col. M.C. VALPAKON 
Mr. T. LINDSAY 
Dr. L. A. SCHEELE 

(Iran) 
(Poland) 
(Thailand) 
(United Kingdom) 
(United States of America) 

Dr. AVERY was elected Chairman of the Working Party 

The Working Party first considered the method of assessment to 
be applied to Israel and agreed to propose to the Committee that the 
draft resolution set out in document A2/AF/24 he recommended to the 
Assembly, as follows; 

Whereas financial regulation No. 18 provides that: "Members 
shall be required to make a contribution for the year in which 
their membership becomes effective, and an advance to the working 
capital fund, at rates to be determined by the Health Assembly", 
and 

Whereas the First World Health Assembly did not include a 
determination for the State of Israel in establishing the unit 
scale of assessments for 1948 and 1949? 

The Second World Health Assembly 

RESOLVES that the State of Israel shall make an advance to the 
Working Capital Fund and contribute to the budgets for 1949 and 
I95O of the World Health Organization at a rate to be fixed by 
establishing the number of units corresponding to the contribution 
of Israel to the United Nations for the year 1950? 
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FURTHER, ail interim assessment of Israel shall be made of five units, 
to be replaced by the definitive assessment, when known. 

The working party then discussed fully.the general problem .of . 
assessment of contributions and agreed to lay before the committee a 
draft resolution reading as follows: 

The World Health Assembly 

in considering the several questions referred to it under resolutions 
'adopted by the First Health Assembly concerning the scale of assessments 
for I95O and future years; ••' 

RECOGNIZES that it is in the best interests of WHO that no one Member 
State should contribute more than one-third to the regular expenses of 
M O for any year, provided that the per capita contribution of any Member 
State shall not exceed the per capita contribution of the Member paying 
the highest contribution; 

DECIDES that this principle be made effective as world economic 
conditions improve, in gradual stages, starting in 1950] 

DECIDES that the unit scale of assessments be continued; and 

DECIDES that the scale of assessments be based on that for 1948 and 
1949 with appropriate adjustments to establish the contribution of the 
United States of America at thirty-six percent of the total, providing 
that the per capita contribution of any Member State shall not exceed the 
per capita contribution of the Member making the highest contribution. 

The member of the working party from Australia suggests the amend-
ment of the third and later paragraphs to read: 

DECIDES that this principle be made effective in gradual stages as 
world economic conditions improve, based on the scale of assessments 
accepted by the United Nations General Assembly; and 

DECIDES that the scale of contributions for 1950 be the same as that 
for 1949 unless the United Nations scale of assessment be varied prior to 
the end of 1949 by the United Nations General Assembly, in which event 
appropriate adjustments shall be made in the World Health Organization 
scale for 1950 . 

The member of the working party from the United States of America 
views with great satisfaction the inclusion in the report of the working 
party of a provision for some reduction of the percentage contribution 
of the USA in 1950. However, inasmuch as a percentage contribution of 
thirty-six percent when applied to a budget of $7*000,000 would carry 
the contribution of the USA above the amount at present authorized, the 
member of the working party from the United States of America must 
reserve the position of his government. 


