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SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

SIXTH REPORT OF THE 
' COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL MUTTERS 

The Committee on Constitutional Matters, at its tenth, eleventh 
and twelfth meetings, held on 27 and 28 June 1949, took the following 
decisionsî-

1. NEW MEMBERS 

1.1 (San Marino) 
The Committee having considered the report of the Working Party 

approved the following draft resolution and recommends it to the 
Health Assembly for adoption: 

In view of the fact that the Républic of San Marino has 
announced that it cannot withdraw its reservation concerning 
the question of its financial contribution to the World Health 
Organization, should its application for membership be accepted 

The Second World Health Assembly 

REGRETS not being able to accept San Marino's application for 
membership in the World Health Organization with such reservation. 

•1.2 (Korea (South) ) 

The Committee having considered.the report of the Working Party 
approved the following draft resolution and recommends it to the 
Health Assembly for adoption: 

The Second World Health Assembly 

RESOLVES that the request for admission to the World Health 
Organization presented by the Government of Korea (South) be accepted. 

2. INTER-ORGANIZATION AGREEMENTS: CORRECTION OF FRENCH TEXTS 

The Committee approved the French texts of inter-organization 
agreements as corrected, , and recommends for adoption by the Health 
Assembly the following resolution submitted by the Executive Board • 3 

The Second World Health Assembly 

Having regard to the resolution of 10 and 17 July 1948 of the 
first Health Assembly, approving the draft agreements between the 
World Health Organization on the one part and the United Nations, the 
International Labour Organization and the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization on the other.part, . 

Noting that the texts of these agreements in the French language 
are not in conformity with the texts as previously approved by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations on 15 November 1947, by the 
Governing Body of ILO on 15 December 1947 and by the Executive Board 
of UNESCO on 15 July 1948, 
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RESOLVES that these texts be replaced by the texts which1 are 
annexed which will be considered to have had effect as from 10 July 
1948. 1 

J 3, AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION AND WHO s 
AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VII 

The Committee, after considering this matter and hearing the 
views of the representative of ILO, submits to the Health Assembly 
the following draft resolution for adoption: 

The Second World Health Assembly 

Having reconsidered the substitution of the words "involves 
or would involve" for the words "would involve» " and 

Noting that whereas the substitution would make little 
difference to the Agreement, and would probably require similar 
amendments to a number of other agreements to which ILO is a 
party 

DECIDES not to urge the proposed alteration of Article VII. 

AMENDMENTS TO RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 
CONCERNING THE STATUS OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS ' 

, .1 s 

The Committee approved the amendments to Rules of Procedure of _ 
the World Health Assembly concerning the status of Associate Members 
and submits the following resolution, put forward by the Executive 
Board,6 to the Health Assembly for adoption: 

The Second World Health Assembly 

Having regard to the resolution of the First World Health 
Assembly of 21 July 1948 concerning the rights and obligations 
of Associate Members, 

ADOPTS,'the Amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Health Assembly concerning the Status of Associate Members.' 

4 / THE RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS AND OTHER 
TERRITORIES IN REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

1 8 
The Committee considered the report of the. Working Party 

concerning the interpretation of the expression^"States Members 
.... in the Region" in Article 47 of the Constitution and the 
question of the rights and obligations of Associate Members and 
other territories in Regional Organizations. 
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The Committee also took note of a statement made by the 
Representative of Bulgaria and a statement concerning the Pan 
American Sanitary Organization.^ 

The Committee finally approved the following resolution and 
recommends its adoption by the Health Assembly: 

The Second World Health Assembly 

Having regard to Articles :8 and 47 of the Constitution; and 

Having regard to paragraph 4 of the Resolution of the First 
World Health Assembly concerning the rights and obligations of 
Associate M e m b e r s a n d 

Having regard to the reports of the Executive Board at its 
second^ and third-^ sessions; and 

Having regard to a statement concerning the Pan American 
Sanitary Organization (Annex B) 

RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

I; For the.purposes of Article 47 of the Constitution, States 
Members in a Region shall be deemed to be those States Members 
having their seat of Government within the Region. 

• II Those States Members not having their seat of government within 
the Region, which (a) either by reason of their Constitution 
consider certain territories or of territories in the 
Region as part of their national territory, or (b) are respon-
sible for the conduct of the international relations of terri-
tories or groups of territories within the Region, shall partie 
pate as Members of the Regional Committee, in whicti case they 
shall have all the rights, privileges and obligations of Member 
States in the Region, but with only one vote for all the terri-
tories or groups of territories in the Region, as defined in 
(a) and (b) above. 

Ill (i) Territories or groups of territories in the Region which 
are not responsible fçr the conduct of their international 
relations, -whether Associate Members or otherwise, may 
participate in Regional Committees, in accordance with 
Articles 8 and 47 of the Constitution. 

9 Annex A 
.. Annex В 
rf Off.Rec.World Hlth Org. 13, 337 
it ibid 14, 26, 54 

Ibid 17, 17, item 6.8 



page 4 

(ii) Associate Members shall have all rights and obligations in 
the Regional Organizations, with the exception that they 
will have no vote in plenary meetings of the Regional 
Committee, nor in sub-divisions dealing with finance or 
constitutional matters. 

(iii) Representatives of Associate Members shculd be qualified 
by their technical competence in the field of health and 
should be chosen from the native population in accordance 
with Article 8 of the Constitution. 

(iv) In the case of territories not responsible for the conduct 
of their international relations and not Associate Members, the 
rights and obligations in (ii) above shall apply subject to con-
sultation between the States Members in a region as defined 
in I above and the Members or other authority having 
responsibility for the international relations of these 
territories. 

(v) In recommending any additional appropriation under 
Article 50(f) of the Constitution, the Regional Committee 
shall take account of the difference in status between 
States Members on the one hand and Associate Members and 
other territories or groups of territories not responsible 
for the conduct of their international relations, on the 
other. 

IV In view of the statement made by the Director of the Pan American 
Sanitary Organization (Annex B) and of the fact that integration 
between PASO and WHO is still in process, the application of the 
above recommendation in the American Region shall await the 
completion ,of these negotiations for such integration. 

V The Executive Board should keep under review the implementation 
of these decisions and submit to the Fifth World Health Assembly 
at the latest, a report thereon in order that that Assembly 
might determine what, if any, modifications might be required 
in the above decisions in the light of experience. 

6.j REGIONAL ORGANIZATION - AFRICA14 

The Committee recommends the following resolution to the Health 
Assembly for adoption: 

The Second World Health Assembly 

Having considered the question of the establishment of a Regional 
Organization for Africa; and 
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Having regard to its decision relating to the definition of 
Member States in Regional Organizations and the rights and 
obligations of Associate Members and other territories in 
Regional Organizations 

NOTES and draws the attention of the Director-General to the 
discussion concerning consultation with Member States in the 
Region and with Member States which may participate as Members 
in the Regional Committee, in regard to the establishment of a 
Regional Organization for Africa. 

7. REGIONAL ORGANIZATION - WESTERN PACIFIC 

The Committee noted that this subject had already been discussed 
and a decision taken (A2/CM/9} item 7). 

8. CONVENTION OF THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE SPECIALIZED 
AGENCIES - ITS APPLICATION IN TERRITORIES OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS, 
AND IN OTHER TERRITORIES OR GROUPS OF TERRITORIES NOT RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE CONDUCT OF THEIR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND WHICH ARE 
NOT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS15 

After a discussion of the principles invclved^the Committee 
decided to recommend the following resolution to the Health Assembly 
for adoption:" 

The Seccnd World Health Assembly 

AGREES in principle that the application of the Convention on the 
Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies together 
with its Annex VII should be extended to representatives of 
Associate Members in the World Health Assembly, and in Regional 
Committees, to representatives both of Associate Members and of 
other territories or groups of territories not responsible for 
the conduct of their international relations participating under 
the provisions of Article 47 of the Constitution; and 

REQUESTS the Executive Board to study the implementation of this 
principle and to submit a report with recommendations to the 
Third World Health Assembly. 

X/ 
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ANNEX A 

J STATEMENT BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF BULGARIA 

"In the Preamble of the Constitution it is stated as follows: 

'The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of 
health is one of the fundamental rights of every 
human being without distinction of race, religion, 
political belief, economic or social condition.' 

It is furthermore stated: 'The extension to all peoples of the benefits 
of medical, psychological and related knowledge is essential to the 
fullest attainment of health'. 

"Taking into account the principles of the Constitution, I am of 
opinion that all peoples are equal and have the same rights, and that 
therefore there should not.exist some peoples possessing all rights 
while others have only limited rights.. In Regional Committees all 
Members should have the same rights and obligations. Considering, 
however, that Articles S and 47 of the Constitution recognize a state 
of fact which exists in international affairs, that Is to say the non-
self-governing territories, I have put forward certain amendments to 
the resolution presented to the Committee by the Working Party." 
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STATEMENT CONCERNING THE FAN AMERÏCAN ^ 
' SANITARY ORGANIZATION 

The Director of the Pan American Sanitary Organization drew the 
attention of the working party to the following points: 

(1) The Agreement between the World Health Organization and the Pan 
American Sanitary Organization, the terms of which were approved 
by the First World Health Assembly, has been signed on 24 May 
I949, by the Director-General and by the Director of PASO and 
will come into force upon approval by the Second World Health 
Assembly. Article 2 of this Agreement provides that the Pan 
American Sanitary Conference, through the Directing Council of 
the Pan American Sanitary Organization, shall serve as the 
Regional Committee of the World Health Organization for the 
Western Hemisphere. 

(2) The Directing Council of the PASO is duly constituted under the 
Pan American Sanitary Code (Treaty Havana 1924) and the 
Constitution of the PASO (Buenos Aires 1947). Action by the 
Council itself or by the Pan American Sanitary Conference is 
required to alter its membership. 

(3) Such action has been taken by the XII Pan American Sanitary Con-
ference (Caracas 1947) in the case of Canada, which was specifically 
recognized as a member of future Pan American Sanitary Conferences. 

The Directing Council of the PASO opened membership to all self-
governing nations of the Western Hemisphere (Constitution, Buenos 
Aires I947). 

(4) Similar action would be required before other nations, not members 
of the Pan American Sanitary Organization, could exercise full 
rights in the Directing Council. 


