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The Italian Delegation wishes to call the attention of the Committee 
to the fact that, in their opinion, malaria control should considered 
as a.part of insect-borne diseases. 1 

» 

Every nation in the world has a permanent problem in relation to 
diseases transmitted by domestic insects. With the existence, now, of 
powerful means such as contact insecticides, it would seem that the 
time has come for attacking domestic insects on a wide scale in 
order to prevent the diseases for which they are responsible. Experience 
in the last few years has shown that domestic insect control is greatly 
welcomed by all populations; its cost is considerably low in comparison 
with the imnense benefits derived. It appears therefore evidentthat 
this .is a most important task for WHO to assume in assisting governments 
to undertake large-scale control programmes against house insects. 

The Italian Delegation suggests that the Expert Committee on Malaria 
be given wider terms of reference and be constituted as a Malaria and 
Other Insect-Borne Diseases Committee, to advise WHO on all activities 
in relation to the control of insect-borne'diseases. 

The advantage of this proposal is clear when it is considered that 
in many malarious countries the prevention of malaria may be 0 f insigni-
ficant cost if and when house-insect borne diseases are controlled. 

If the suggestion of the Italian Delegation is adopted, the corollary 
would be that training courses in malaria should be integrated with 
training on the control of insect-borne diseases. This is already being 
done in connexion with the courses which are now being held in the 
Institute of Public Health in Rome, under the auspices of TOO. 

Therefore, the Italian Delegation submits the following draft 
resolution: 

"WHEREAS malaria control by modern contact insecticides has often 
brought about control of insect-borne diseases other than malaria; 

WHEREaS such diseases represent a problem for all countries, 

The Second World Health Assembly 

RESOLVES that the Expert Committee on Malaria be henceforward changed into 
an Expert Committee on Malaria and Other Insect-Borne Diseases, and 

RECOMMENDS.that malaria training courses in different countries be 
integrated with the training in insect control as a measure of public 
health." 
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Comments by the Delegation of the 
Philippines on the Note submitted 

by the Italian Delegation 
(Provisional Agenda Item 8.5) 

The following is the text of a letter received from Dr. Antonio 

Ejercito, Delegation of the Philippines. 

"Allow me. Sir, to congratulate the Italian Delegation 
for their good intention in extending the activities of WHO 
to other insect-borne diseases - thus proposing the Expert 
Committee on Malaria be henceforward changed into an 
Expert Committee on Malaria and Other Insect-^Borne Diseases. 
This proposal is apparently brought about by observations 
on the success of house spraying with contact insecticides 
in the control of malaria; and this is because of the 
fact that the anopheles vector species is domesticated -
that is, it has the habit of living and breeding in houses. 
Hence, attack on this species will also involve the 
annihilation of other house insects. 

Believing that the Italian Delegation is inviting 
constructive criticisms to its proposal, I have to offer 
the following comments! 

1. Bionomics of anopheles transmitters of malaria 
not only differ in different regions, but also differ in 
different countries of the same region. Thus, while it 
is true that in some countries the anopheles vector is 
domesticated, it is equally true that in other countries 
such species is wild - after getting human blood meals, 
it leaves the house and returns to its natural habitat 
in the field. While contact insecticide is effective in 
the former, it is not so in the latter case. How then 
can we apply the isolated concept of contact insecticides 
affecting the domestic aalaria mosquitoes and other insects 
to a world-wide concept to make the proposal logical? 

2. The control of malaria is not merely the use of 
contact insecticides; it involves other matters. This 
is therefore not in consonance with the implication that 
might be derived from the term "... Malaria and Other 
Insect-Borne Diseases", - as if malaria only means the 
control of mosquitoes. 
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the control of mosquitoes as a phase' óf Maïariolô'gy 
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; '.-thsr'é Ci s recognized the so-called "Species sanitatlbri o r 1 и v " 
Species control", meaning that out of so many anopheles 
speciés in a region or locality, the control is only directed 
to the particular species that transmits malaria. This is 
evidently to reduce the cost of mosquito control, as other-

: wise the amount of money might be unnecessarily great and 
needlessly spent. Now then, while the policy in the control 
of malaria is for judicious expense within the realm of 
anophelism, is it logical to go beyond this and attack other 
insects? ... . 

4. The proposed added -phrase to the title Malaria ... 
and Other Insect-Borne Diseases in a universal concept might 
be taken to cover even yellow fever, dengue fever and 
filariasis. Therefore, the nine-man expert committee on 
malaria will not only lose its specialized identity, but 
their number will not be enough to handle diseases other than 
malaria. As a matter of fact, their number, in my humble 
opinion, is hardly sufficient as an advisory body to the 
V/HO administration on matters pertaining to malaria. 

I earnestly hope that the Italian delegation, as a body 
of scientists, will welcome the foregoing comments for they 
have been offered as constructive criticisms, and that the 
Committee on Programme will take them as food for thought 
in considering the proposal submitted." 


