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In conformity with Article 14 of the Constitution, the Health 

Assembly is required, at each annual session to select the country 

or region in which the next annual session is to be held. The same 

article leaves the determination of the plaoe to the Executive Board. 

Further, under Article 15 it is for the Board, after consultation with 

the Secretary-General of the United Nations, to fix the date of the 

next annual session. 

As the number of international conferences, whether held under the 

auspices of the United Nations or the specialized agencies or of other 

bodies does not tend to decrease with the years, it is essential that 

preliminary arrangements be made as far ahead as possible for important 

meetings such as the World Health Assembly. 

The views of the United Nations regarding the time and location of 

annual conferences of the specialized agencies were drawn to the 

attention of the Executive Board at its third session."'" In order that 

the Director-General might start preliminary arrangements for the 

material organization of the Third World Health Assembly, and in 

pursuance of Article 28(e) of the Constitution, the Board: 

(1) "Taking into consideration the schedules of meetings of 

other organizations, suggested that the Third Health Assembly 

should be held on or about 15 May 1950, subject to agreement 

with the United Nations: and 

(2) in the interests of economy and efficiency, recommended that, 

when deciding on the country or region in which the 

Third Health Assembly would be held, the Second Health Assembly 

should take into consideration the advantages of convening it 

at the headquarters c/f the Organization." 

Pursuant to this decision, the Director-General consulted the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations, who has informed him that 

while he is agreeable to placing the premises and services in the 

Palais des Nations at the disposal of WHO for the Third World Health 

Assembly in May, 1950, it would be necessary, if the Assembly's session 

is to last three weeks, to advance the opening date from 15 May to 8 May, 

since the available space is likely to be required for the Annual 

International Labour Conference by 30 May. 
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