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1. Under the Charter of Incorporation of the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine dated 1 April 1924, and as amended by subsequent 
charters, the Health Committee of the League of Nations appointed.a 
representative to the Court of Governors. In a supplemental charter 
dated 28 October 1947 reference,to the League of Nations was deleted 
and the World Health Organization substituted. 

2. On "4 December 1947 the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine requested of the Interim Commission .that WHO appoint a re-
presentative to the Court of Governors of the School.,. This request 
was placed before the First Health Assembly which referred it to the 
Executive Board. 

3. The Executive Board decided at its second session to take no action 
at that time on~ the incitation of the School. and directed that the 

* ц 

principle involved in the request should bt, submitted to.the Second 
World Health Assembly. In making the above decision the Board took 
into consideration the far-reaching implications of this request, 
notably: 
3.1 The appointment of a member to the Court of Governors of the School 
might lead to similar requests from many other schools of hygiene 
throughout the world. It is necessary to decide whether such a 
precedent is desirable. 

3.2 The question was raised whether a representative of WHO on the 
Governing Body of such a school should take instructions on the policy 
of the school from the Executive Board. It was stated that any 
representative should be authorized to make statements on behalf of the 
Organization. In the opinion of the Director-General the exercise of 
this prerogative might v/ell place the representative of WHO in an 
embarrassing position, should a controversial subject arise, while if 
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'the representative of WHO refrained from taking part in decisions on such 
masters his role would be ineffective. 

3.3 Attention was drawn to the fact that the World Health Assembly 
and the Board have not yet considered the. establishment of relations 
between "WHO and national organizations. • The criteria adoptad by the 
First . World Health Assembly make it possible to admit into relations 

i 
with WHO a national organization whose activities are not covered by 
efiy international organization, or which offers experience upon which 
TOO wishes to draw- The Director-General considers, however, that-

I 
this passage was not intended to refer to schools or similar institution—* 
In general, it is not the practice of the United Nations to establish 
pelai?ions with..national non-governmental organizations. 
3.4 It was pointed out that the request from the London Sohool oi 
Hygiene was probably the continuation of an established tradition rather 
than-the result of a recent decision. Furthermore it was suggested 
that, since WHO had taken a somewhat independent attitude with respect 
to the traditional obligations of the League, the Organization might 
maintain, the same attitude in the case of the London. School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine. f 

4.;; Should "the.. Assembly consider, in view of the above-mentioned ques-
tions of principle, that WHO should not accept the invitation of the 
London:School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine or similar institutions, 
it may wish-to- adopt a resolution along the following lines: . 

Tba Second World Health Assembly 

il) ADOPTS the policy that the World Health Organizaron cannot 1 

accept any invitation to appoint members to the govetfiing bodies 
of health institutions or national health organizations; 

(2) REQUESTS the Director-General to thank the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine for its invitation,, ¿>-nd to inform 
the School that in view of the principles involved the World Health 
Organization cannot accept the invitation to anoint, a member to 
the Court of -Governors of the School. 


