
 

AFR/RC47/R5: Reproductive Health Strategy for the African Region 1998-2007 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Considering the importance WHO attaches to reproductive health as a means of 

contributing to the health and development of all people; 

 

Concerned about the continuing and unacceptably high levels of  morbidity and mortality 

due to reproductive ill-health in the Region; 

 

Taking due account of all efforts invested by Member States and their partners since Alma 

Ata (1978) to improve the health and well-being of their people, with respect to reproductive 

health in particular; 

 

Recognizing the pressing need for a more coherent and coordinated approach to priority-

setting and programme development and management to address reproductive health activities in 

the Region; 

 

Mindful of resolutions WHA48.10, AFR-/RC44/R11, AFR/RC45/R7 adopted in the past  

as well as the plans of action endorsed by Member States at the International Conference on 

Population and Development in Cairo in 1994 and at the Fourth World Conference on Women in 

Beijing in 1995; 

 

Having carefully examined the Regional Director’s report contained in document 

AFR/RC47/8 outlining a WHO regional strategy for reproductive health; 

 

1. APPROVES the proposed strategy aimed at strengthening the capacity of Member 

States to empower their populations to promote and protect health and well-being in 

all matters related to reproductive health; 

 

2. REQUESTS Member States: 

 

(i)  to introduce and promote a more effective approach to reproductive health 

involving all the stakeholders so as to ensure a multisectoral response to 

reproductive health; 

 

(ii)  to review or update the relevant policies, strategies and programmes to 

encompass the broad spectrum of reproductive health issues in a coherent and 

integrated manner, with particular attention to priority-setting; 

 

(iii) to adapt health facilities to the new concept of reproductive health as part of 

primary health care; 

 

 

(iv) to promote the concept of reproductive health among policy makers, health 

personnel and the people; 

 

(v)  to take the appropriate measures to reach out to hitherto underserved groups, 

such as youth and adolescents, men, underprivileged populations, as well as 

refugees and internally displaced people where appropriate; 

  



 

(vi)  to establish mechanisms for monitoring the quality, cultural acceptability, 

comprehensiveness of, and accessibility to, reproductive health information 

and care, particularly at the community level; 

 

(vii) to develop appropriate and culture-sensitive information, education and 

communication materials in support of reproductive health so as to enhance the 

adoption of healthy reproductive health behaviour and lifestyles and to 

discourage risk behaviour, especially among the youth and adolescents; 

 

(viii) to undertake operational research to identify cost-effective and culturally 

sensitive interventions; 

 

(ix) to put in place a framework to regulate and facilitate the implementation of the 

concept of reproductive health; 

 

3. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to provide the necessary support to all countries at all stages of programme 

development, including the assessment of reproductive health needs;  

development of policies and guidelines based on evidence of best practices;  

priority setting;  mobilization of internal and external resources;  capacity 

building at institutional and community levels;  monitoring and evaluation; 

 

(ii) to facilitate collaboration and networking among countries within and outside 

the Region with regard to information exchange on best practices and 

innovative experiences in the area of reproductive health; 

 

(iii) to take appropriate measures to enhance the capacity of WHO regional and 

country offices to provide timely and effective technical support to national 

reproductive health programmes in an integrated manner; 

 

(iv) to play a catalytic role in the establishment or strengthening of existing 

coordination mechanisms among the key actors and partners in the area of 

reproductive health so as to enhance the overall cost-effectiveness of  

reproductive health activities at national and regional levels between Member 

States and other key players; 

 

(v) to sustain and increase support to the training of health personnel in 

reproductive health in Member States; 

 

(vi) to report on progress in the implementation of the reproductive health strategy 

at the forty-ninth session of the Regional Committee in 1999. 
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