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1. His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom understands that 
some doubts have been expressed since the first Health Assembly as 
to the precise functions and duties of the Executive Board, 
particularly in connexion with their preparation of a .programme for 
submission to the Assembly (Article 28(g) of the Constitution) and 
their consideration of the Budget Estimates submitted by the 
Director-General (Article 55 of the Constitution). They think it 
important that the Assembly should know of these doubts and that 
during the Assembly an attempt should be made to resolve than, 

2, Two points of view have been expressed: (i) that the 
Executive Board, being composed of persons technically qualified 
in the field of health (Article 24) have as their primary function 
under the article quoted above, the preparation of a programme 
designed to deal with the health needs of the world, and that the 
task of reconciling that health programme with the resources of 
Member Nations rests (so far as reconciliation may be necessary) 
with the Health Assembly, on which Member Governments are 
represented and to which these governments тгу send representatives 
accompanied by financial experts; (ii) the other view is that the 
Executive Board is composed of persons most of whom have had vide 
administrative experience and who, as citizens of the world, have 
a reasonable general knowledge of world conditions other than 
health conditions; that they should therefore bear that experience 
and knowledge in mind ти/hen they are preparing the programme and 
considering the budget estimates; and that there is nothing in 
the Constitution of the Organization -which precludes them from so 
acting. 
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3. His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom believes that though 
there has been in recent meetings of the Executive Board'some degree of 
mutual approach between these two views, the question should be 
considered by the Health Assembly, in order that a further reconciliation 
of the difference may be secured. 

4. In .the meantime it appears to His Majesty's Government- in the 
United Kingdom important that the Assembly should be aware that the 
programme submitted by the Executive Board and the comments of the 
Executive Board on the Budget Estimates submitted by the Director-
General have been prepared by an Executive Board whose members have not 
been wholly agreed as to the exact scope of their financial functions. 
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Whereas, 

Article 55 the Constitution provides that the Director-General 
shall prepare and submit to the Board the annual Budget estimates of the 
Organization, and that the Board shall consider and submit tо the Health 
Assembly such budget estimates, together vdth any recommendations the 
Board may deem advisable; and 

Article 56 of the Constitution provides that subject to any agreement 
between the Organization and the United Nations, the Health Assembly shall 
review and approve the budget estimates and shall apportion the expenses 
among the Members in accordance with a scale to be fixed by the Health 
Assembly; 

The Second Health Assembly 

1. Takes note of the view expressed by the Executive Board in regard to 
the desirability of establishing a programme for a period covering 
several consecutive years; and requests the Board to submit 
recommendations to the third Health Assembly in regard to the method 
and procedure of establishing a long range programme in accordance with 
the provisions of the Constitution relating to programme and budget; 

2. Directs that the Board's review of annual programmes and budgets 
should be both thorough and comprehensive, arid should take into account 
all relevant considerations including financial feasibility; 

3. Decides that with reference to the schedule for the coming year; 

a. At its first session after the present meeting of the Health 
Assembly, the Board, taking into account decisions and recommendations 
of the Assembly, shall formulate a general programme of work covering 
the year 1951 for the guidance of the Director-General in his 
preparation of budget estimates for that period. 

b. The Director-General shall prepare budget estimates for 1951. 
These estimates should be submitted to members of the Executive 
Board-at least two weeks in advance of the winter meeting of the 
Board, 

c. The Executive Board at its winter session shall review the 
budget estimates in detail. The Board's review shall include 
consideration of both adequacy to meet health needs and the 
practicability of financing. The Board should take into account 
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any observation which may have been made by the United Nations 
with respect to the WHO administrative and budgetary matters. 

d. The Board shall submit its comments on the budget estimates 
to the Director-General who will transmit them to the next Health 
Assembly at the same time as he submits his budget. 

e. The Assembly shall consider and adopt the budget in 
accordance with Article 56 of the Constitution and with its 01m 
rules of procedure. 

f. The third Assembly should consider any proposals which the 
Executive Board may have made in regard to a long-term programme 
and give instruction to the Executive Board in regard thereto. 

This resolution supersedes the resolution adopted by the 
Assembly on 21 July 1948 directing the Board to establish a standing 
committee on Administration and Finance, 


