
UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

FIRST rtORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY A/L/ll 

9 July 1948 

ORIGINAL: FRENCH 

12.5.4, 12,5 .5 Privileges and Immunities; Draft 

Agreement between the Swiss Federal Council 

and the World Health Organization 

(Off.Rec.MO, 10, pages 107, 121) 

SECOND REPORT OF THE LEGAL С0Ш1ТТЕЕ 

At its third meeting, the Legal Committee considered 

as a lidióle the question of the privileges and immunities 

as it arises for the specialized agencies in general and 

for the World Health Organization in particular, in the 

Convention and the Annexes thereto which the Assembly of 

the United Nations adopted on 21 November 1947.1 

The Committee also examined the draft Agreement of 

19 September 1946 and the proposed Arrangement for its 

execution accompanying it, concerning the legal status of 

the World Health Organization in Switzerland.2 

I . Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the 

Specialized Agencies 

After an exchange of views, the Legal Committee 

unanimously decided to propose that the Assembly should 

adopt the general clauses of the Convention on the 

Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies 

1 Off.Rec.WHO, 10, 12.5 .4 .3 and 12 .5 .4 .4 

2 Off.Rec.WHO, 10, 12.5.5 and Off.Rec.WHOf 4, p.81 et seq. 
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as already approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations 

at its autumn session in 1947. ' • 

Annex VIII .(12.5.4,4) to this Convention on the privileges and 

Immunities of the Specialized Agencies, which refers particularly to 

the World Health Organization, was also accepted as proposed by 

the United Nations, but with two additions concerning Article 2 (i) 

of the said Annex. •• • • • . . 

Having regard to the importance of safeguarding the secrecy 

of certain information which the experts appointed by the Organization 

might possess or have to transmit in carrying out certain missions^ 

the Legal Committee, by twenty votes to three, deemed it desirable 

to confer upon these officers of the Organization a status similar 

to that already granted to the experts of the United Nations and to 

those of certain specialized agencies. 

The Legal Committee therefore considers it desirable to propose 

to the Assembly the adoption of the following resolutions 
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1. Decides to adopt the Convention on the Privileges and 

Immunities of the Specialized Agencies 1 as already adopted by the 

Assembly of the United Nations on 21 November 1947; 

2 

2. Decides to adopt Annex VII to the said Convention as 

already adopted by the Assembly of the United Nations on 21 November 

1947j and •'•' ' - ' 

" d) inviolability of all papers and documents; 

e) right to' use codes and to receive documents and 

correspondence by courier or in sealed dispatch bags 

for their communications with the World Health Organization 

I I Draft Agreement between the Swiss Federal Council and the^World 

Health Organization 

The Committee unanimously decided to propose that the Assembly 

should accept the draft Agreement between the Swiss- Federal Council 

and the World Health .Organization and the proposed- Arrangement for 

its Execution accompanying it. This latter instrument alone has 

been slightly modified; at the request of the Swiss delegate, the 

Committee agreed to insert in Article 9 (e) of the proposed 

Arrangement for the Execution of the aforesaid Agreement, an addition 

амвод^досх X : ̂ ¿frirjMg^'Sffg^ . .v¿att^rû^-^ xjzszrtttCTsteXiaaarjb 

1 Off o Re с. WHO, 10, 12»5b4¡,3-
2 Off.ReCoWHO, 10, 12o5»4040 
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enabling a similar status to be conferred on international organizations 

established in Switzerland, 

It is therefore proposed that the Assembly should adopt the 

following resolution; 

"Decides to approve tbi? draft Agreement of 9 September 1946, 

between the Swiss Federal Council and the World Health Organization, 

together with the proposed Arrangement for its Execution accompanying 

it, with the following addition to be inserted in Article 9 (e) of 

the said Draft» 

After the words "on application by the Director-General of 

the World Health Organization," add the words "and in agreement 

with the Federal Political Department"....,. 


