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1. ELECTION OP CHAIRMAN AMD VICE-CHAIRMAN 

On the proposal of Dr. MANI (India), seconded Ъу 

Dr. ТШиЕВМАИ (Netherlands), the committee confirmed the nominations 

made Ъу the Nominations Committee and elected as Chairman Dr. Zozaya 

(Mexico) and as Vice-Chairman Dr. Ungar (Czechoslovakia). 

2. ELECTION OP RAPPORTEUR. 

On the proposal of Dr. MANI (India), seconded Ъу Dr. YUNG 

(China), the committee elected as Rapporteur Mr. Iiewitson (Union of 

South Africa). 

3-, ¥0R1GQTG BASIS POR COMMITTEE 

On the proposal of the Chairman, the committee agreed to 

confine its discussion at this meeting to the question of headquarters 

(document S.33) . 

4 . ERIEP HISTORY OP THE ACTIVITIES OP THE COMMITTEE ON HEAD-

QUARTERS OP THE INTERIM COMMISSION 

THE CHAIRMAN, after surveying the position up to date, 

invited the committee to take a long view of the problem and not to Ъе 

unduly influenced Ъу existing conditions, which were liable to vary 

considerably. 

5 , INTRODUCTION OP SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTS (S . l , S .2 , S.6o) 

Dr. MANI (india) stated that, having reconsidered the 

question, the Indian Government was no longer desirous that India 

should be considered in choosing the headquarters of the permanent 

organization. The question of regional organizations was a separate 

question and would be dealt with later. 

Dr, RAE (United Kingdom) stated that while his government 

had originally hoped that the United Kingdom might be chosen as head-

quarters, it had now decidcd that its offer should be withdrawn. It 

would prefer Geneva as the headquarbers of the organization. 



j v W H W 1 

Pago J> 

6. GJÜ3RAL DISCUSSION 

Dr. DOULL (United States of América) said that his 

government had felt that the headquarters of the Organization 

should be placed preferably in a place v,*here there vras an active 

medical centre, in order to. keep in touch with the progress of 

medical science. Geneva could hardly be said to qualify. 

Regarding procedure, he enquired whether an assurance 

had been, given that the- question of headquarters would be' dealt 

with by thé Economic and Social Council at its forthcoming session. 

Dr. Т В & Е Ш Ш (Netherlands), supported by Dr. MANI 

(india), said he saw no reason why Geneva should not be taitón into 

consideration;• situated geographically in the centre of Europe, 

it had access to active çiedical centres, institutions, libraries and 

so forth. 

Dr. de Paula S0U24 (Brasil) agreed with the delegates 

of India and the Netherlands. "He urged that while the regional 

offices should be situated near activo medical centres, this 

consideration was of less importance in the ease of headquarters. 

Dr. VINOGRADOV (USSR), supported by Dr. EVSTAVIEJ 

(Byelorussian SSF.), supported the view that Geneva, by reason of 

its situation, would be the mo«t suitable place for headquarters. 

He pointed out that no one place could offer all the resources of 

first-class medical and scientific institutions. 

Dr. VAUC3L (Prance) said the French Government was 

still of opinion that the headquarters of the Organisation should be 

in Geneva. He agreed with previous speakers th:.t the regional 

organizations should be situated near Important medical centres. 

Dr. TOGBA (Libcr-a) thought that a vote should be taken 

in the Assembly on whether headquarters should be located in Europe 

or some other continent. 

It must be remembered also that the United Nations had 

still to b _ consulted, and it had originally been suggested that 
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the Organization should Ъс near the scat of the United Nations. 

The CHAIRMAN, replying to the second point raised by 

the delegate of the United States, read a reply from the 

Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations regarding 

consultation between ',7110 and UN concerning the location of the 

headquarters of the Organisation, (S.33). He ¡pointed out that 

the oommittce v)ould have to reach a final decision, for submission 

to the Assembly, before further consultation could talco place 

with the Economic and Social Council. 

The consensus of opinion in the committee appeared 

to be that Geneva should be selected as the permanent headquarters 

of WHO. He suggested, therefore, that the Rapporteur be 

requested to prepare a report in this sense for submission to 

the Assembly. 

RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAtffi (India) thought the report should 

mention that the décision had been reachcd unanimously. 

' M. 30I8SIER (Switzerland) said he had refrained from 

taking port in the discussion because it had seemed unfitting to 

plead the cause of Geneva. He now desired to thank the committee, 

and expressed his gratification that a unanimous décision had been 
( 

reachcd. He assured the committee that if Geneva vas chosen 

as the headquarters of the Organisation, his government would 

extend every facility for its work. 

On the proposal of the С Н Ш Ш Т , the Rapporteur was 

asked to prepare a report for considci-ation at the following 

meeting. 

The meeting rose at 11.15 a.m. 


