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Dr. A. Stampar ' 

President 

First World Health Assembly ' . • . . • 

Palais des Nations 

Geneva, Switzerland 

Dear President Stampar: 

HVhen the Committee on Administration and Finance adopted 

its 4th Report (A/86), the United States Representative reserved the 

right to bring the subject of'"the report, namely, the' scale of 

contributions, before the' Plenary Session. 

At yesterday's Plenary Session document A/84/Add.l Addendum 

Agenda for the Session, and certain other documents including A/86, 

were circulated while the meeting was i'n -progress. The United States 

Delegation did not recall that the specific reports referred to 

in document A/90 (5th Report of the General Committee) were specifically 

mentioned when this document ñeras submitted to the Plenary Session 

for approval. • 

The supplementary agenda on which these d ocuments were 

listed was not circulated to the Delegation until after the vote, 

and the brief time in which the above-mentioned documents were in 

possession of the Delegation before action on A/90 was taken did 

not permit examination of iihese documents, and hence the United 

3tates Delegation did not realize that A/86 was being approved. 

In view of the circumstances in which document A/86 (4th 

Report of the Committee on Administration and Finance - scale of 

contributions) was approved by the Health Assembly, the United States 

Delegation requests that the attached statement be included in the 

record of the Plenary Session of July 21, 1948, or, if this is not 

possible, permission be given to address the Assembly at the aext 

Plenary Session* 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) Thomas.Parran 

Chairman 

United States Delegation 
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STATEMENT BY DR. ТНШАЗ Ш Ш 

CHAIRMAN - UNITED STATES DELEGATION 

FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

on 

SCALE OF CONTRIBUTION (PLENARY SESSION) 

The Government of the United States has attempted to make clear 

to this Assembly its position on the scale of contributions to the 

budget of the World Health Organization. Early in our meetings a 

statement of the United States position was circulated as a conference 

document, and mere recently we submitted a detailed tabulation of the 

percentage and amount which each member would с ontribute under the 

United States proposals, The United States wishes and expects to carry 

its fair share of the expenses of the many vital activities of the 

United Nations and its specialized agencies, but it is our considered 

judgment that the scale of contributions to the United Nations budget 

is not a sound basis for contributions to the World Health Organization, 

The United States does not believe that it is sound policy .for 

the World Health Organization to rely too heavily on the financial 

support-of a single member; This is an organization of sovereign 

and equal.states. If one nation stands alone and apart in the degree 

of its financial contribution, there may be the implication that that 

nation will exercise an Influence in the organisation,based upon its 

financial contribution rather than upon the professional knowledge and 

the full-hearted participation in all aspects of the program which 

must form the foundation of the World Health Organization. 

The scale of contributions to the United Nations is not necessarily 

applicable to the World Health Organization, nor is the United Nations 

scale related to the capacity of members to -contribute to a budget'of 

5 million dollars, which is less than one-sixth of the budget of the 

United Nations. The United States has indicated on many occasions that 

it recognizees a difference between international organizations -with 

relatively small budgets, in which the expenses can be more evenly shared 

between the member nations, and those large operating and relief programs 

in which the present state of the world economy makes it extremely diffi-

cult for many nations to carry a more equal assessment of the cost, 

I need not remind the members of this Assembly of the vital impor-

tance of the World Health Organization to all nations. The activities 

of our Organization will be of tangible service to the peoples of every 

country. All of us> therefore, have an interest in the rapid accomplish-

ment of our purposes. The monetary amounts involved in the additional 

percentages which the United Stàtes believes other governments should 

assume are small. For these reasons, we hoped to find a corresponding 

desire on the part of all nations to make financial contributions on a basis 

of the maximum possible equality toward the common goal. 

The United States has suggested a scale of contributions in which it 

would contribute approximately one-fourth of the budget. This was prop-

posed as a basis for discussion, and we hoped that we should have full 

consideration of the substantive merits of this issue. But this has 

not been the case, due,- I am confident, to the difficulties involved in 

securing amended instructions, as well as the technical complexities 

inherent in devising a new scale in a short time. We feel that this 

question is of such vital importance that we wish to call it to the 
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attention of this Plenary Session¿ The United States will record 

its vote against the report of the Committee on Administration and 

Finance, It is my earnest hope that other members of the Organization 

will give careful с onsider.ation to this problem during the coming year 

in order that it may receive full consideration by the next World 

Health Assembly, and in order that a decision may be reached which 

will contribute best to the success of the World Health Organization, 

(Signed) Thomas PARRAN 


