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Ш К EE PORT OF ТШ LEGAL COMMITTEE 

The Legal Committee, at its final meeting on Monday, 19 July 1948, 

in view of the recommendation of the Interim Commission In the 

Supplementary Report"*" and the paper submitted by the delegation of the 

United Kingdom on Article 8 of the Constitution of the World Health 
2 

Organization, examined the draft resolution on the rights and 

obligations of Associate Members submitted by the delegation of the 

United States of America. 

After a thorough discussion of the problems involved in this 

important question, the Legal Committee reached unanimous agreement on 

the resolution set forth below. 

The Legal Committee is further of the opinion that attention 

should be paid to the following points: 

1. The general consensus was that the Assembly might from time to 

time review the statement of the extent and nature of the rights and 

obligations of Associate Members, 

2. Attention was also called to the question of the privileges and 

immunities of the representatives of Associate Members under the general 

Convention on Privileges and Immunities of Specialized Agencies and the 

Annex thereto, and to the necessity for amendments in the rules of 

procedure. It was agreed that the Executive Board should consider 

these two questions» 
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3. Attention was^drawn to a possible constitutional question 

arising from the definition of the rights and duties of Associate Members : 

there was general agreement in the Legal Committee that, in view of the 

authority conferred upon the Health Assembly by Articles 8 and 47 of the 

Constitution, to, define the rights and obligations of Associate Members 
* » " " 

and of territories or groups of territories which were sot responsible for 

the conduct of their international relations, and which were not Associate 

Members, there could be no doubt of the authority of the Assembly to 

adopt appropriate provisions on this subject. 

The Legal Committee therefore recommends to the Assembly the 

adoption of the following resolution» 

WHEREAS Article 8 of the Constitution of the World Health Organization 

provides that the nature and extent of the rights and obligations of 

Associate Members shall bectetermined by the' Health Assembly, and 

WHEREAS there is need for further study in connexion with Articles 

8 and 47 of the Constitution of the rights and obligations in regional 

organizations of Associate Members and of territories or groups of terri-

tories which a¡re not responsible for the conduct of their international 

relations and which are not Associate Members, 

THE FIRST HEALTH ASSEMBLY RESOLVES s 

a) that Associate Members shall have the rightî 

(i) to participate without vote in the deliberations of the 
Health Assembly and its main committees; 

(ii) to participate with vote and to hold office in other 
committees or sub-committees of the Assembly, except the 
General Committee, the Committee on Credentials, and the 
Committee on Nominations; 

(iii) to participate equally with Members, subject to the 
limitation on voting in paragraph (i) above, in matters 
pertaining to the conduct of business of meetings of the 
Assembly and its committees, in accordance with Kales 39 
to 53, and 62 to 63, of the Rules of Procedure of the 
Assembly; 



(iv) to propose items for inclusion in the provisional agenda 
of the Assembly; 

(v) to receive equally with Members all notices, documents, 
reports and records; 

(vi) to participate equally with Members in the procedure for 
convening special sessions. 

b) that Associate Members shall have the right, equally with Members, 

to submit proposals to the Executive Board, and to participate, in 

accordance with regulations established by the Board, In cojfimlttees 

established by it, but they shall not be eligible for membership 

on the Board. 

c) 'that Associate Members shall be subject to the same obligations 

as Members, except that the difference in their status shall be taken 

into account in deberiming the amount of their contribution to the 

budget of the Organization. 

d) that the Executive Board be requested to submit a report with 

recommendations to the next Health Assembly, taking into account Article 

47 of the Cohstitution and any comments or recommendations from Members 

and from regional organizations concerning the rights and obligations 

in regional organizations of Associate Members and of territories or 

groups of territories which are not responsible for the conduct of 

their international relations and which are not Associate Members, 

the report to be transmitted to the Members at least two months in 

advance of the convening of the Assembly. 


