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The Legal Committee agreed with the proposals of the 
Interim Commission contained in the Supplementary Report regarding 

the adoption of an official seal and emblem for the World Health 

Organization. It was of the opinion that adoption of the seal 

should be subject to the consent of the United Nations, since 

the proposed seal and emblem is based on the emblem of the 

United Nations. It accordingly included the following clause 

in Article 2 of the Resolutiont 

"provided that the c o n j e n t cf the United Nations 

to the proposed use of its seal be obtained by 

the Director-General from the Secretary-General 

of the United Nation?." 

The Legal Committee, therefore, recommends to the World 

Health Assembly that it adopt the following resolutiont 

THE FIRST WORID HEALTH ASSEMBLY RESOLVES: 

That it adopt a distinctive design as the emblem of YfflO 

to be used as the official seal of the Organization; 

2. That for this emblem it adopt the symbol of the United 

Nations, surmounted by an Aesculapian staff and serpent 

in gold, provided that the consent of the United Nations 

to the proposed use of its seal be obtained by the 

Director-General from the Secretary?General of the 

United Nations: for official seal and emblem of the 

World Health Organization, see document s/34. 
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3. ' " That, in view of the necessity for obtaining legal protection 

for the name of the Organization and aiy emblem which it 

might adoptt 

a) Appropriate measures should be taken to prevent the use, 

without authorization by the Director-General of the World 

Health Organization, and in particular for commercial 

pttrpûses Ъу means of trade marks or commercial labels, of 

the emblem, the official seal and the name of the World 

Health Organization, and of abbreviations of that name 

through the use of its initial letters, 

b) The prohibition should take effect as soon as practicable 

but in any event not later than the eviration çf two years 

after the adoption of this recommendation by the Health 

Assembly; and 

c) Each membér of the World Health Organization, pending the 

coming into effect within its territory of any such prohi-

bition, should endeavour to prevent any use, without 

authorization by the Director-General of the World Health 

Organization, of the emblem, name, or initials of the 

World Health Organization, in particular for commercial 

purposes by means of trade marks or commèrcial labels. 


