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FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEADQUARTERS 
AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The Committee on Headquarters and Regional Organizations met 

at 10 a.m. on 30 June 1948, in Room III, Palais des Nations. The 

following officers were elected: 

Chairman: Dr. J. Zozaya (Mexico) 

Vice-Chairman: Dr. A. Ungar (Czechoslovakia) 

Rapporteur Mr. T. Hewitson(Union of South Africa) 

On the chairman's proposal, discussion was limited to the 

question of headquarters for the World Health Organization. The 

chairman gave a short summary of the question from the time it was 

first moved at the International Health Conference and was later 

considered by a special committee of the Interim Commission, and made 

special reference to the consensus expressed so far by various countries 

in respect of different possible locations. During the general dis-

cussion, two points were- raised, viz, the absence of a large medical 

centre in Geneva, and the necessity of consultations with the United 

Nations as required by the WHO Constitution. There was general 

agreement that, although Geneva was not itself a very large medical 

centre, it was so centrally situated in Europe as to be easily 

accessible to the various medical centres. With regard to с onsul-

tation with the United Nations, it was decided that as soon as the 
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committee's decision with regard to the actual site for headquarters 

was arrived at, it should be presented to the World Health Assembly so 

* 

that an appropriate communication might be made to ths Economic and 

Social Council, as visualized in the correspondence which had already-

taken plaoe between the Secretary-General of tte United Nations and the -

Executive Secretary of the Interim Commission of the World Health Or-

ganization. The committee finally came to the unanimous agreement 

that Geneva be selected as the permanent headquarters of the World 

Health Organization and accordingly presents the following resolution to 

the World Health Assembly for approval, in accordance with .Article 

43 of the Constitution: 

\

"The- World Health Assembly hereby resolves that 

Geneva be made the' permanent headquarters of the 

World Health Organization"
1
. 

This resolution was finally adopted by the 'committee at its 

second meeting, held at 2.30 p.m. on 30 June 1948. 


