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Message from American Psychiatric Association 

"To the President and Members of the First Assembly of the Yforld 
Health Organizations 

"As President of the American Psychiatric Association, itself 
a century-old instance of effective co-operation between U.S.A. and 
Canadian psychiatrists, I wish to transmit to you an expression of 
our great encouragement from the penetration and far-seeing wisdom 
incorporated in your charter where you define health as "a state 
of complete physical, mental and social well-being, and not merely 
the absence of disease or infirmity." 

"Traditionally concerned with allegiating the condition of 
people suffering from mental disorders, many of us in this 
Association have been compelled by the superior force of growing 
understanding to interest ourselves in the far broader and more 
rewarding field of precaution and prevention. 

"The realization that you, mostly concerned as you must be 
with eradicating the more easily controllable evils to which man 
has become heir, have also lifted your eyes to the horizon of 
human possibilities, and that you are looking for effective ways 
of helping us to help each other towards a good life, regardless; 
this realization, I assure you, is most inspiring to every 
psychiatrist. 

"Let me say that the old art and new science of psychiatry 
will not fail to be an aid to you if you can find a place for it 
in your endeavour. We have come to know something of the force of 
uninformed prejudice which often opposes the best measures to 
reduce man's vulnerability to disease. We know something also of 
the anxieties and hesitations which make every great forward step 
in social progress so difficult. 

"May you be steadfast in looking to the use of psychiatric 
and social scientific knowledge along with the rich potentialities 
of public health sciences in furthering your work? may you be 
patient with these others of us while we are learning to work with 
youj and may you succeed greatly even from the start in your noble 
mission for all the peoples of the world." 

"William C. Menninger 
"President". 


