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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH: A STRATEGY FOR THE AFRICAN REGION

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. In spite of the commendable efforts of many governments and external support agencies for many
decades, in the year 2000, some 276 million people in Africa still lacked access to safe water supply
while 284 million were without adequate sanitation (AFR/WSH/00.3). The pollution of scarce water
sources, the contamination of soils by industrial, municipal and agricultural wastes containing toxic and
hazardous chemicals and the rampant spread of disease vectors have rendered water treatment and
vector control very costly.

2. It is also becoming increasingly evident that the future of health in the entire world, and in Africa
in particular, will be determined by the environment. While other regions are faced with problems of
one era, Africa is confronted by the combined problems of pre-industrial, industrial and post-industrial
eras. Countries need to prepare themselves to face these challenges or else they will be overwhelmed by
a future that they can plan for using the resources at their disposal.

3. The strategy on environment and health therefore aims to stimulate the development of
environmental health policies in the health sector. These policies should enable the health sector within
countries to inform the policies of the other social sectors in order to make them health sensitive. The
strategy should also enable the health sector to improve the knowledge and awareness of communities
about the relationship between the environment and health. It is important for communities to make
informed choices so as to improve their health status and quality of life and contribute to sustainable
development.

4. The Regional Committee is invited to examine and adopt the proposed strategy to contribute to the
creation of an enabling environment for sustainable environmental health services for the benefit of the
populations of the Region.






















